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Brecon Beacons National Park 

 
BRECON BEACONS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  
 
Brecon Beacons awarded ‘Best Destination’  
Brecon Beacons was announced as Wales’ ‘Best Destination’ at The National Tourism Awards for Wales 2018, held at 
the Celtic Manor. Organised by Visit Wales, The National Tourism Awards for Wales celebrates the best of Wales’ 
tourism by showcasing the country’s tourism businesses and industry’s achievements.      
  
Brecon Beacons National Park Authority and Brecon Beacons Tourism, on behalf of the Brecon Beacons Destination 
Partnership, submitted ‘Brecon Beacons’ into the ‘Best Destination’ category and were selected as regional winners 
for Mid Wales. They then fought off stiff competition in the National Awards ceremony from Wye Valley and Forest 
of Dean (South East Wales), Zip World (North Wales) and Fishguard Bay Welcome (South West Wales) to be crowned 
with the prestigious title. Visit Wales stated that there was an exceptionally high standard of entries from across 
Wales this year.   
 
Cardiff University applauds geocaching success at National Park  
The School of Social Sciences at Cardiff University recently congratulated and thanked Brecon Beacons National Park 
Authority for the successful delivery of their geocaching project. Dr Sara MacBride-Stewart attended a celebratory 
event that involved a geocaching activity and group presentation held at the National Park Visitor Centre. She 
explained how Cardiff University has carried out a study about geocaching in the Brecon Beacons and how the 
activity helps people connect with their natural environment.  
 
Over the last three years, Brecon Beacons National Park Authority has taken nearly nine hundred young people aged 
between 11 and 25 who are vulnerable or socially excluded and provided them with an opportunity to learn about 
and take part in geocaching. The Authority has also recently worked in partnership with Ysgol Penmaes to create an 
accessible geocache trail around Brecon town centre and hosted a Cardiff school to be the first to try it out. 
 
‘Down to the Sea’ launched in the Brecon Beacons  
The Brecon Beacons National Park Authority in partnership with Glandwr Cymru, has launched an exciting new series 
of short animated videos that reveal the historic story of the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal that will encourage 
people to visit historic landmarks. 
 
The ‘Down to the Sea’ project was part funded by Welsh Government as part of Visit Wales’ ‘Year of the Sea’. It was 
officially launched on Monday 23 April at Theatr Brycheiniog by Lord Dafydd Elis-Thomas, Minister for Culture, 
Tourism and Sport where the four animations, produced by Brickwall, were shown.  
 
The animations focus on four tram roads and artistically demonstrate the reasons why the canal was originally built 
and how visitors and locals alike can now visit attractions such as the lime kilns or Blaenavon ironworks. The videos 
will be made available online along with a downloadable map for each route - 
www.breconbeacons.org/downtothesea.  
 
The walking routes are suitable for families and allow children to positively engage with the industrial past. As we 
now enter the main tourism season, the animated videos and walks will provide a boost to the local tourism industry 
and further diversifies the tourism product on offer within the region. 
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The Broads 

 
THE BROADS AUTHORITY 
 
Broads Authority collaborates with the RNLI to save lives 
The Broads Authority is supporting the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) to put together a teaching course 
for waterside bar staff working in the Broads National Park. The course will teach those who work in nearby pubs and 
restaurants how to deal with a casualty in the water. It is hoped that the course will prevent future drowning 
fatalities. 
 
This pilot course is known as the ‘Waterside Community Responder’ scheme and will supply potentially life-saving 
‘throw bags’ at key locations. Training will cover how to use the throw bags correctly in the event of a person 
entering the water. 
 
The throw bags are 20m floating lines which when packed in their own bags are weighted enough to be thrown to a 
casualty, they can then be used to pull the casualty to safety by the person throwing the bag. They will be situated in 
locations close to waterside establishments. The initiative coincides with the RNLI’s annual national drowning 
prevention campaign, Respect the Water, which aims to encourage people to make themselves aware of the 
potential dangers of the water. It is part of the charity’s efforts to reach the goal of halving the number of accidental 
coastal deaths by 2024. 
 
Rare bats discovered at Whitlingham Country Park 
A rare bat species, the Nathusius’ pipistrelle, has been discovered at Whitlingham Country Park. The results of 
surveys carried out by Norwich Bat Group showed the site to be one of the most important in The Broads for this 
uncommon and little-known bat species. 
 
2017 was the first year that Norwich Bat Group has joined the National Nathusius’ Pipistrelle Project run by The Bat 
Conservation Trust. The project has already revealed important information about this species by trapping and 
ringing to identify individuals. It has been discovered that, as well as being a resident species in the UK, Nathusius’ 
pipistrelle also migrates between north east European countries such as Latvia and Lithuania and the UK. The bats 
migrate south during the autumn months to escape the harsh winters and return in the spring, crossing the North 
Sea on their journey to and from Europe. 
 

Dartmoor National Park 

 
DARTMOOR PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION 
 
Volunteer wins UK award.  
Derek Collins of the Dartmoor Preservation Association (DPA) has won the 2017 National Parks UK volunteer award. 
Derek has been a volunteer with the DPA since 2004. He has worked on a range of projects, from bracken 
management, clearing ground around ancient scheduled monuments, and the mucky work of clearing Dartmoor 
leats. He is a trustee of the DPA and voluntary warden of its hay meadows at Pudsham Down near Widecombe-in-
the-Moor. 
 
When asked what volunteering gave to him, Derek told of the first time he took a young carers group, many of 
whom had never been out on the moors before, out into Dartmoor National Park. And how at the end of that day 
the group had made new friends as well as discovering new experiences in the outdoors. Seeing how National Park 
landscapes can give so much to other people is what really makes his volunteering worthwhile. 
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National Park Societies Conference to be held in Dartmoor 
The Dartmoor Preservation Association will host the annual National Park Societies Conference at the Two Bridges 
Hotel from 4 - 6 October. The conference will be a chance to discuss the ideas of Natural and Cultural Capital in the 
National Parks as well as touching on issues such as conservation, farming and sustainable tourism.  
 
 
DARTMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  
 
Rangers ask people to ‘Love Moor Life’ in new campaign 
Dartmoor rangers are launching a new campaign asking people to 
Love Moor Life and follow their new ‘Ranger Code’. The new Code 
asks visitors to the National Park to follow six simple steps to help 
them look after this special landscape and protect the wildlife and 
livestock that live on Dartmoor. As an extra incentive, there is the 
added bonus that if they spot people following the code while 
enjoying the National Park, there could be an on-the-spot reward! 
 
The Love Moor Life campaign and Ranger Code will ask people to do 
six simple things:  
 
• Don’t feed the ponies 
• Keep your dog on a lead 
• Close gates  
• Bag up litter and take home 
• Share roads and bridleways 
• Camping: Use a campsite or check the website 
 
The campaign has been developed in conjunction with farmers, 
landowners, voluntary groups and people who regularly use 
Dartmoor, with a view to trying to simplify some of the messages that 
have been previously used. 
 
Maintaining Dartmoor’s Boundaries 
The Dartmoor Hill Farm Project has organised a range of training courses in traditional Dartmoor heritage skills 
including dry stone walling, hedge laying and traditional gate making. The training will be held on working holdings 

across Dartmoor helping to support agriculture and enabling an insight to 
the challenges of hill farming. Each course will generally take place over 
two days in small groups. 
 
There are also plans to develop a walling club which will meet regularly to 
fine tune skills and contribute to maintaining Dartmoor’s landscape. This 
will include, during August, a special Newtake walling course to be held on 
the high moor where participants will camp out overnight. 
 
As well as boundary maintenance two courses are also planned in the art 
of hardwood gate making. Using sweet chestnut, sourced from Dartmoor, 
participants will create their own gate from scratch, learning to cleave logs, 
work a drawknife and craft traditional mortise and tenon joints.  
 
Please contact the Dartmoor Hill Farm Project on 01822 890913 or 
hfp@dartmoor.gov.uk for more information 
 
Dry stone walling on the Dartmoor Hill Farm Project. Photo credit: 
Dartmoor National Park Authority. 
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Helping you Enjoy Dartmoor in 2018 
Dartmoor National Park Authority’s popular Enjoy Dartmoor magazine has been published ready for the new season. 
This full-colour free guide to the National Park is packed with useful information, interesting features, and plenty of 
ideas for having fun outdoors on Dartmoor plus a handy pull-out 
map. Highlights include: 
 

 What to do on Dartmoor – Find out about raiders, 
robbers and tinners, cuckoos, quarries and carnivorous 
plants, or follow in the footsteps of Conan Doyle on the 
trail of the Hound of the Baskervilles. 

 Get bogged down near Haytor on a fantastic new board 
walk bog experience. 

 As seen on screen – a glimpse through the lens at some 
of the great, and possibly not so great, films that have 
featured Dartmoor over the years – from Hollywood to 
Bollywood! 

 Ghastly and ghostly – dare to peek into the realm of 
phantom coaches, evil water sprites and other things 
that go bump in the Dartmoor night! 

 Meet the Dartmoor apprentices who have signed up to 
carry the skills needed to manage this special place into 
the future.  
 

You can also find out how your donations are making a 
difference to our access and conservation projects through the 
Donate for Dartmoor fund. Enjoy Dartmoor magazine is 
available at all three National Park Visitor Centres and on the 
National Park website.  

 
 

Exmoor National Park 

 
EXMOOR SOCIETY  
 
Photography and poetry competitions 
The Exmoor Society sponsored and ran the Alfred Vowles Photographic Competition over the last twelve months. 
This is named after a well-known local photographer who, for over 30 years until the late 1940s, devoted his life to 
recording the landscape, life and people of Exmoor. The competition, run every two years, invites amateur 
photographers to submit images of Exmoor under three categories: scenery, wildlife and heritage. 
 
As part of its 60th Anniversary celebrations the Society has also launched a new poetry competition for adults. 
Poems need to be inspired by Exmoor in some way – which might be, for example, topical, historical, archaeological, 
recreational, or relate to flora, fauna, dark skies etc.   
 

http://www.dartmoor.gov.uk/
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Moorland walkers. Photo credit: Exmoor National Park Authority. 
 
Spring Conference 
The Society, in partnership with Exmoor National Park Authority, hosted an inspiring Spring Conference. The theme 
was ‘Beef, Birds and Beauty – A New Future for National Parks?’ Society Chair, Rachel Thomas, outlined the 
Government’s 25 year Environment Plan and the setting up of a 21st Century Hobhouse Review of the English 
National Parks and AONBs. Of particular interest and relevance were the words used by Hobhouse in the setting up 
of the National Parks in the 1940s.   
 
Among other speakers Lord Gardiner, Defra Minister for National Parks, addressed the delegates by video, 
confirming his support for Exmoor and National Parks. Merrick Denton-Thomson, President of the Landscape 
Institute, gave a robust and thought-provoking presentation on the importance of a landscape-led approach in 
managing the Parks. Neil Parish, Somerset farmer, MP for nearby Tiverton and Honiton and Chair of EFRA Select 
Committee, spoke of his work and views, particularly to do with agriculture and Brexit. There was a lively Q & A 
session at the end of the conference.   
 
 
EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
 
Caroline Quentin backs Exmoor bridge appeal 
Men Behaving Badly star and president of Campaign for National Parks, Caroline Quentin, is the latest TV personality 
to get behind a community-led fundraising appeal to replace a popular footbridge in Exmoor National Park that 
forms part of a century-old walking route. In her campaign video, she asks those who share her love for Exmoor to 
get behind the appeal by spreading the word to friends and family and on social media, and urging them to donate to 
Caremoor for Exmoor. 
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President of Campaign for National Parks, Caroline Quentin. Photo credit: Exmoor National Park Authority 
 
Caroline said: “Together we can build a new heritage bridge fit for the 21st century that will allow people of varying 
abilities to experience this enchanting ancient woodland and its unique heritage. For me deepening people’s 
enjoyment and understanding of our wonderful countryside is a big part of what National Parks are all about, which 
is why I’m delighted to get behind the cause.” 
 
Exmoor launches new plan for the future 
Exmoor National Park’s future vision for the next five years has been welcomed by Lord Gardiner of Kimble, Defra 
Minister for National Parks. Under the core themes of ‘People, Place, Prosperity’, the Plan sets out key strategies 
needed to ensure Exmoor’s diverse and beautiful landscapes remain rich in wildlife and history, and that people 
everywhere have opportunity to enjoy its special qualities. It also highlights the need to foster a vibrant local 
economy for Exmoor’s communities by providing new routes for innovation and entrepreneurship, and for increasing 
rural productivity. 

 
Challenges for the Park are also addressed, including how best to restore Exmoor’s renowned purple heather moors, 
which rely on careful management by Exmoor’s hill farmers, along with the Authority and other partners. 
 
 
 
 
 

Lake District National Park 

 
FRIENDS OF THE LAKE DISTRICT  
 
New native woodland for the Lake District 
Loyal (and hardy) volunteers have finished planting 5,500 native trees on land owned by Friends of the Lake District 
land at High Borrowdale, now within the newly extended area of the Lake District National Park. This major task has 
taken 18 months, 164 days of volunteer time, and to keep volunteers going, they have consumed around 500 pieces 
of cake! Friends of the Lake District keep very accurate records about cake consumption! 
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Volunteers complete the planting of 5,500 native trees. Photo credit: Friends of the Lake District 
 
Volunteers have created the new area of native woodland in the valley Alfred Wainwright once described as “the 
most beautiful valley outside the Lake District”.  
 
It is hoped that the planting of hardy native tree varieties like alder, ash, oak, rowan, holly, hawthorn, and willow will 
enhance the habitats and landscape as well as assisting in stabilising erosion. This area witnessed numerous 
landslides during the storms of December 2015 and since. 

 
Heather helps peatland restoration 
Heather from Friends of the Lake District property at Little Asby Common has been cut and used to help stabilise 
eroded areas of land on Hartley Common, near Nine Standards Rigg, in support of valuable work being carried out by 
the North Pennines AONB Partnership, funded by EU LIFE, to conserve and enhance nationally important peatlands.  
 
In just over two days, contractors removed 300 bags of heather from its property at Little Asby from an area of 
approximately 1.7ha. The heather was transported to Hartley Common where it was laid as ‘brash’ covering an area 
of 2.3ha of peatland with the use of additional heather collected from nearby Ash Fell. Laying the heather as ‘brash’ 
on eroded areas of peatland provides a number of benefits: 
 

• Acts as a skin, thus reducing the effects of erosion 
• Provides a microclimate for seeds to grow in as they are protected from harsh weather 
• Provides seeds – heather is cut in winter when the seeds are ripe and thus they are transported onto the peatland 
• Provides a mosses and fungi that helps peatland plants to thrive 

 
Many peatlands are in a degraded state leading to an acceleration of erosion and loss of carbon into the atmosphere. 
The North Pennines is an area containing 27% of England’s blanket bog supporting important ecosystem services 
such as drinking water, carbon storage and a valuable habitat for wildlife.  
 
Thirlmere Activity Hub 
In February 2018 a planning application to construct eight zipwires across the Thirlmere valley was withdrawn by 
TreeTop Trek.  
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Following a Freedom of Information request by Friends of the Lake District, the Lake District National Park Authority 
published its planning officer’s draft report on the Thirlmere Activity Hub application, which would have gone to the 
planning committee if the applicant had not withdrawn the application. The report revealed that the planning officer 
would have recommended the application for refusal on grounds of harm to the landscape. 
 
The Lake District National Park 
Planning Team had listened to 
Friends of the Lake District and 
valuable partners such as the 
Campaign for National Parks.  
 
The authority received 3,676 
letters and emails of objection 
and only 164 in favour of the 
proposal. The planning 
authority’s response to this 
application is not only a victory 
for Thirlmere, but for the Lake 
District National Park and all our 
National Parks. 

 
Marching crowd with banner, 

Thirlmere protest. Photo credit: 
Friends of the Lake District  

 
 

LAKE DISTRICT NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
 
Lake District looks to the future with driverless vehicles  
State-of-the-art self-driving vehicles are being considered as a sustainable transport alternative for the Lake District, 
with a driverless ‘pod’ being brought to Brockhole on Windermere to gain public feedback. The Lake District National 
Park is the first National Park and UNESCO World Heritage Site to take part in such a feasibility study with Westfield 
Technology Group. The study will explore new technologies which will allow people to access the National Park in an 
environmentally sustainable way, and automated ‘pods’ are being trialled as a potential solution. 
 
The driverless pods, one of which is being brought to the Lake District on Friday as part of the study, are electric self-
driving vehicles, meaning no driver or steering wheel is required. The pods use cutting edge technology, including 
sensors to detect road conditions and obstacles in the road, to transport people in a safe and environmentally 
friendly way. 

 
Prime Minister awards outstanding Lakes volunteer 
In November, Prime Minister Theresa May honoured Barry Capp, from Cumbria, for his work with the Fix the Fells 
programme, maintaining over 2,000km of footpaths across the Lake District. The Fix the Fells Volunteer Lengthsmen 
Scheme was established 10 years ago to help maintain and repair the deteriorating Lake District fell paths. Barry has 
been pivotal in helping Fix the Fells recruit and train its 100 volunteers as well as helping fix over 200 sections of 
Lakeland footpaths, and scheduling another 120 sections in the coming years. 
 
As well as repairing and maintaining the network of paths, Barry has been instrumental in developing the volunteer 
scheme into the great success it is today and is also the volunteer representative on the Fix the Fells Partnership 
Board. His volunteering is providing an invaluable contribution towards the enjoyment of the UK’s latest World 
Heritage Site. 
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Barry is the latest recipient of a Point of Light award, which recognises outstanding individual volunteers, people who 
are making a change in their community and inspiring others. Each day, someone, somewhere in the country is 
selected to receive the award to celebrate their remarkable achievements. 
 
Royal welcome at Lake District World Heritage celebration 
In March the Prince of Wales, unveiled a special installation to mark the National Park’s World Heritage inscription, 
he hailed future opportunities for the Lakes. Greeted by more than 500 schoolchildren at Crow Park, Keswick, the 
Prince said he hoped UNESCO’s recognition would help local businesses and draw more investment to the region. 
 
He said it seemed entirely appropriate that the Lake District’s inscription was in the Cultural Landscape category 
describing how the ‘incomparable beauty’ was a consequence of more than one thousand years of human activity. 
 
His Royal Highness explained: "To me, it is something of a triumph that this traditional land use continues to this day, 
even in the face of severe social, economic and environmental pressures. As we stand looking out over Derwent 
Water towards Borrowdale, the importance of the link between human activity and landscape could not be clearer." 

 
The UNESCO plaque, a requirement of all World Heritage Sites, cites the English Lake District as officially being 
inscribed on the World Heritage List and declares that: ‘Inscription on this List confirms the Outstanding Universal 
Value of a cultural landscape which deserves protection for the benefit of all humanity.’ 
 

 

New Forest National Park 

 
NEW FOREST NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  
 
‘Secret’ forest saved for the Nation 
The RSPB is delighted to be taking ownership of a new nature reserve in the north of the New Forest National Park. 
Franchises Lodge is a 386 hectare woodland of deciduous and conifer trees that has largely been inaccessible to the 
public for many years. The national wildlife charity describes it as a ‘secret forest’ that is home to a wide range of 
birds, invertebrates and plant life. 

 
It also provides a unique opportunity to 
create a nature rich bridge between two 
already internationally important areas 
embodying the principles of 21st Century 
landscape conservation: ‘bigger, better, 
more joined up’. 
 
The acquisition has been facilitated 
through a gift in respect of a settlement 
between the previous owners and HMRC, a 
generous legacy, and support from the 
New Forest National Park Authority and the 
Friends of the New Forest. 
 
 

Franchises Lodge. Photo Credit: Terry Bagley, RSPB. 
 

Green Halo Partnership launched to ensure business and the environment thrive 
A hundred business and community leaders came together to launch a new partnership and pledge to ensure our 
most precious landscapes work in harmony with the economy. The Green Halo Partnership brings together 
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organisations from across central southern England to protect and enhance our ‘natural capital’ – the benefits we 
derive from nature such as clean air and water, protection from flooding, food and healthy outdoor activities. 
 
The partners identified a range of actions and projects which will help maintain and enhance our natural resources 
and so protect the unique character and identity of the New Forest and surrounding area. 
 
The conference included workshops around four themes with ideas put forward to: 

 Support the local economy 

 Improve health and wellbeing 

 Encourage sustainable living 

 Enhance the natural environment. 
 
 

 
The Launch of the Green Halo partnership in November. Photo credit: New Forest National Park Authority 

 
New Forest schemes win planning awards 
A pioneering affordable housing scheme and a river restoration project have scooped prestigious planning awards 
for the New Forest. Both received prizes during the regional award ceremony of the Royal Town Planning Institute’s 
(RTPI) Awards for Planning Excellence. 
 
Winning the Excellence in Planning to Deliver Housing category recognises the success of the New Forest National 
Park Authority’s scheme to build and let two affordable homes to local families in Bransgore. A first for a National 
Park, the Authority had to set up a new legal framework to allow it to construct the homes and become a landlord. 
The land at Ringwood Road was kindly provided on a 999 year lease by local landowner Richard Frampton, who is a 
National Park Authority member, specifically for affordable housing. 
 
The restoration of Wootton River near Burley was rewarded with the Excellence in Planning for the Natural 
Environment award for its work to restore 2.5 miles of artificially straightened river to its natural meandering route. 
This work is part of a wider scheme of wetland restoration across the New Forest, funded by the New Forest Higher 
Level Stewardship (HLS) Scheme. This is the largest environmental improvement scheme in England and is restoring 
internationally-important habitats throughout the National Park. 
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Northumberland National Park 

 
NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  
 

Northumberland celebrates international Dark Sky Week 

To celebrate International Dark Sky Week in April, Northumberland National Park Authority encouraged visitors to 

attend a public exhibition at The Sill National Landscape Discovery Centre on Hadrian’s Wall. 

 

‘Northumberland’s Dark Sky’ exhibition was designed to engage and inspire with interpretive displays, video 

installations, real meteorites and hands-on activities that tell visitors about Northumberland’s dark skies, how to 

experience them and how to protect them. The exhibition coincided with the launch of a public awareness 

campaign, led by Northumberland National Park Authority, which promotes dark sky preservation and minimising 

light pollution caused by the increasing use of LED lighting. 

Duncan Wise, visitor development and marketing manager at Northumberland National Park Authority, explains: 

“Our Dark Sky exhibition is designed to showcase all that is wonderful about our night skies and to raise public 

awareness and commitment to protecting them from the effects of light pollution. 

Rare Jubilee waxcap discovered 

After a 10-month wait, DNA testing has now confirmed that the species National Park Ranger Shaun Hackett found 
while carrying out a grassland survey was a Jubilee waxcap, making the discovery the most northerly sighting of the 
mysterious mushroom in the UK. “It’s incredibly exciting to finally have my suspicions confirmed,” said Shaun. 
 
Recognisable by its royal purple fruit body, the Jubilee waxcap was new to science in 2013. Named in 
commemoration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, the Jubilee is one of 33 varieties of waxcap to be found at 
grassland sites across Northumberland National Park, a ‘hotspot’ of which is located along the Hadrian’s Wall 
corridor where 32 of these species can be 
found. 
 
Indicative of an ancient landscape that has 
had little ploughing or fertilizer added, true 
waxcap grasslands are becoming increasingly 
rare. A site containing up to 12 species of 
waxcap is regarded by mycologists as 
nationally important, however, the rich 
variation of species found along Hadrian’s 
Wall has seen the area classified as a site of 
international importance and one of the best 
examples of waxcap grassland habitat in 
Western Europe. 
 
Northumberland National Park Authority is 
keen for visitors to the Park to report any 
sightings of waxcaps, common or unusual, as 
part of its wonderful waxcaps survey. 

A jubilee waxcap. Photo credit: Northumberland National Park Authority 
 

Northumberland wins ‘National Park of The Year’ 

Northumberland National Park won the prestigious accolade of National Park of The Year in the BBC Countryfile 
Magazine Awards 2018 in March. This is the second time the National Park has won the respected nationwide 
competition through an online public vote. 
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Almost 180,000 votes were cast by nearly 30,000 people, representing the biggest response in the award’s history 
and Northumberland National Park winning the strongest and most debated category. 
 
Countryfile judge Mark Rowe, said: “Northumberland was the hands-down winner in this category. Northumberland 
does a wonderful job of just being what it is – very empty, with big skies and landscapes and superb wildlife.” 
 

 

Cheviot and Hedgehope, Northumberland National Park. Photo credit: A Hope 

The sill welcomes 100,000th visitor 
Just eight months after its public opening, The Sill: National Landscape Discovery Centre has officially welcomed its 
100,000th visitor. The centre has beaten Northumberland National Park Authority’s projections by achieving its 
expected annual visitor numbers some five months ahead of schedule, with arguably some of the busiest months 
still to come. 
 
To celebrate this landmark in The Sill’s history, the 100,000th visitor was rewarded with a special prize, two tickets to 
one of The Sill’s popular ‘stargazing for beginners’ events and a pre-event, three-course meal courtesy of Fresh 
Element in The Sill café. 
 
The lucky recipient was Angela Lawson from Brayton, North Yorkshire, who was visiting The Sill for the first time 
when she was named visitor 100,000. 
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Angela Lawson receiving her prize. Photo credit: Northumberland National Park Authority. 

 

North York Moors National Park 

 
NORTH YORKSHIRE MOORS ASSOCIATION  
 
Concerns raised over Sirius Minerals polyhalite mine 
Sirius Minerals submitted a section 73 application in October 2017 for changes to the permission they were granted 
in 2015 for the polyhalite mine. The changes regarded as a “minor material amendment” affect the construction and 
layout of the mine head site. 
 

The Association, along with Campaign for 
National Parks, submitted objections to 
the application on the grounds that this 
was not just minor amendments to the 
existing permission but a significant 
change from the original application, 
including tripling the size of one of the 
surface buildings and changing the layout 
of the site. With a recommendation for 
approval by the Officers the planning 
committee unanimously passed the s73 
application at a meeting held on 14 
December.  
 
 
 
 
 

The Polyhalite mine in the North York Moors National Park. Photo credit: North Yorkshire Moors Association 
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The minehead site now occupies practically all of the land of the former Doves Nest Farm. Google Earth images taken 
in June 2017 show the extent of the site now dominated by cranes and diaphragm wall excavators. The Association 
continues to monitor the minehead site and await further work on the access shaft to the 37Km tunnel due to 
commence by the end of the year. 
 
South Moor Farm airfield 
At the end of January another appeal hearing was held to determine a planning proposal for an airfield at South 
Moor Farm near Langdale End, a particularly quiet area of the National Park. There have been three previous 
proposals all of which were dismissed on appeal. The proposal included the take-off and landing of up to ten aircraft 
a day meaning a possibility of hundreds over a few months. Concern in relation to protected bird species including 
goshawk, nightjar, turtle dove and honey buzzard was a key issue and the reason for dismissal in previous hearings.  
 
The Association believes no new convincing evidence was submitted by the appellant in this respect and the 
inspector concluded that there would be an ‘undue risk of unacceptable disturbance and potential displacement or 
loss of protected bird species’. The inspector also disagreed with a judgement by a previous inspector on the 
perception of tranquillity and stated that ‘the proposal would adversely impact on the tranquil character of this part 
of the Park’. 
 
A blue plaque for Alfred John Brown  
The North Yorkshire Moors Association were pleased to support a ‘blue plaque’ project to mark a place where the 
walker and writer Alfred John Brown once lived. On 28 April a modest ceremony took place to unveil a blue plaque to 
celebrate the achievements of the late Alfred John Brown. The plaque has been placed on the front garden gate post 
of the former hotel he ran for a number of years in Darnholme close to Goathland in the National Park. The idea for 
this form of recognition of the importance of A.J. Brown was by his biographer John White. In the foreword to his 
book, Alfred John Brown Walker, Writer and Passionate Yorkshireman, Colin Speakman said: “for almost 40 years A. 
J. Brown was one of the most popular and most widely read authors about the Dales and indeed the whole of 
Yorkshire”.  
 

 
Blue Plaque is unveiled for writer Alfred John Brown. Photo credit: North Yorkshire Moors Association. 
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NORTH YORK MOORS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  
 
Saying no to fracking 
The North York Moors National Park is a specially-protected place for good reason. As the guardians of this 
magnificent landscape, its habitats, wildlife and tranquillity, the Authority remains firmly against fracking for shale 
gas in the National Park.  
 
Recently, Government has said that it wants to encourage exploration and testing for shale gas resources in a 
number of areas in England, and has granted new exploration and development licences in parts of North Yorkshire, 
including within the National Park. As a result, commercial interest is growing; with INEOS Shale UK advising that it 
has intentions to explore shale gas reserves in the area, despite strong objections from both the Authority and many 
local residents.  
 
Although Government rules mean that fracking for shale gas cannot take place from wells drilled at the surface in the 
National Park, these rules do not prevent drilling of wells from locations outside the Park boundary. The Authority 
believes that fracking underneath the National Park is fracking in the National Park. It is therefore vital that surface 
works outside, but close to the Park boundary are subject to the very highest levels of planning scrutiny, and that the 
Government’s statement that there will be an “outright ban” on fracking in National Parks is adhered to.  
 
The Authority is working closely with North Yorkshire County Council and City of York Council to help finalise a new 
local plan for minerals and waste, which will set out new planning policies to help achieve this. The new Plan is 
expected to be adopted later this year. 

 
North York Moors youth groups ‘thriving’ 
Groups aimed at encouraging young people to get outdoors and get involved in the work of the National Park 
Authority are thriving and expanding. The ‘Young Rangers’ - a special team of volunteer recruits aged between 11 
and 17 – now have around 50 members from Stockton down to Hull. Due to this success, the scheme will be 
expanded from May, splitting into two groups which will cover different areas of the Park. Since launching in 
October, the Young Rangers have cleared pathways, dug holes in preparation for tree planting, practiced compass 
skills, identified rock pool species and learned about topics including the local grey seal population and coastal 
erosion.   

 
Also going from strength to strength is the Moors and Valleys Young Archaeologists’ Club, which launched at the 
start of the year. So far participants have performed a ‘rubbish rummage’ to teach members about how 
archaeologists draw conclusions about people’s lives from the items they once threw away. They have also handled 
and sketched real archaeological artefacts and attended a ‘Down to the Bare Bones’ workshop on animal and human 
skeletons.  
 
National Park joins forces with police to help protect birds of prey 
Staff and volunteers at the North York Moors National Park Authority have joined forces with North Yorkshire Police 
to launch Operation Owl - a new initiative to reduce the number of illegal attacks on birds of prey in the county. 
 
Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act, it is an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take wild birds (except in certain 
situations, using certain methods and under general licences issued by the Government). Nevertheless, birds of prey 
(raptors) are still shot, poisoned and trapped – especially in areas where the land is managed for shooting. North 
Yorkshire has more confirmed incidents of raptor persecution than any other county in England. 
 
Launched in February, Operation Owl is a joint initiative by North Yorkshire Police, RSPB and RSPCA, together with 
the North York Moors and Yorkshire Dales National Parks. As part of the Operation, police will carry out surveillance 
checks on known raptor persecution hot-spots at random times to disrupt offender activity, and work with local 
landowners to make them aware of the legal position on raptor persecution. National Park staff and volunteers will 
be trained to spot poisoned bait and illegal traps across the parks and the police are also calling on the public to be 
their eyes and ears when out in the countryside. www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/wildlife-crime.  
 

http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/wildlife-crime


 
News from Around the Parks / Spring 2018 / Page 16 

 

 
 

Peak District National Park 

 
FRIENDS OF THE PEAK DISTRICT 
 
New fracking policy required 
Friends of the Peak are encouraging the Peak District National Park Authority to adopt a clear policy on fracking in 
the forthcoming Examination in Public of the proposed Development Management Policies, starting in late May. 
Currently there is no policy covering the acceptability or control of lateral drilling under the National Park nor criteria 
to judge the impact of fracking infrastructure on the edge of, but outside the Peak District. Recently, for North 
Yorkshire and the North Yorkshire Moors National Park, the planning inspector was minded to find new policies on 
fracking under and around the National Park as sound and we think the Peak (and other National Parks) must also 
have rigorous protection. 
 
Friends of the Peak District are also hugely grateful to Campaign for National Park's Fighting Fund for helping us to 
provide a very successful two day public inquiry training course, led by Richard Bate of Green Balance, for 
communities threatened by developments, including fracking. The organisation is also grateful to barrister Horatio 
Waller, from Francis Taylor Building Chambers for his legal input. 
 
Motorway by stealth 
The latest plan from Transport for the North and Highways England is for a new dual carriageway cutting the Peak 
District National Park in half. Friends of the Peak District have urged them to drop the idea and plan instead for 
managing the traffic and developing rail capacity for both people and freight. Now that the long tunnel under the 
Park has been abandoned as too costly, the A628 Woodhead Pass would be widened into a two or three-lane 
expressway, connecting the M67 and M1. 
 
Even with a tunnel under the most challenging terrain, an expressway would destroy habitats and tranquillity, 
increase carbon emissions, increase air, light and noise pollution, and add new intrusions on these beautiful 
landscapes.  
 
Friends of the Peak believes that in 50 years the decision makers have not yet learnt that the provision of more road 
capacity does not deliver a stable solution – the more capacity is increased, the more capacity increases are 
‘needed’, as recent research has shown. 
 
Green Lanes under threat 
In the White Peak Wetton is a secluded tranquil path through a steep-sided limestone valley off the Manifold valley. 
The route joins Leek Road in the south with the tarmacked cul-de-sac at Manor House and offers a link with many 
other walks around Wetton Hill, including the Manifold Way. 
 
Until recently the valley offered a rare treat of a grass path through a wildflower rich meadow but now motorcycles 
are creating well-worn earth ruts, particularly in the middle section of the lane and even during dry weather use. 
Voluntary restraint by motor vehicle users has been tried through the winter months but the route continues to 
deteriorate. 
In order to protect the grass surface, Friends of the Peak District are now campaigning to ban all recreational motor 
vehicles from using it. 
 
PEAK DISTRICT NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
 
Peak District National Park to share in £2 million pilot scheme to restore historic farm buildings 
The Peak District National Park is taking part in a £2 million pilot scheme to help farmers and land managers to 
restore historic farm buildings. 
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It is one of five National Parks to pilot the Historic Building Restoration Grant, which aims to save some iconic English 
farm buildings from falling out of use. The pilot is a partnership between Historic England, Natural England and the 
Peak District, Lake District, Yorkshire Dales, Dartmoor and Northumberland National Parks. 
 

 
Black Harry Gate Barn. Photo credit: Peak District National Park Authority 
 
Peak District National Park advisors will be working with farmers and land managers to determine which buildings 
are most suitable to receive grants offering 80% towards the cost of restoration. This could include roof repair, 
weatherproofing or other restoration works, allowing a building to be used again for farming purposes. 
 
Sarah Fowler, chief executive of the Peak District National Park, said: “We are delighted that the significance of our 
traditional buildings is recognised in this scheme. Particularly in upland areas, these historic buildings are vulnerable 
to falling out of use. We look forward to working with farmers and land managers to help them restore buildings that 
contribute so much to the landscape character of the National Park. We hope that this pilot scheme will be a success 
and will build a case for future funding to conserve more of these important buildings.” 

 
Ramblers present £10,000 to Great Ridge campaign  
Generous ramblers have given a £10,000 boost to a Peak District National Park fundraising campaign. The South 
Yorkshire and North East Derbyshire Area Ramblers donated the money to the Mend Our Mountains campaign for 
path repairs to the Great Ridge, between Mam Tor and Lose Hill. 
 
Vice president Terry Howard said: “The Ramblers received a legacy and we thought it appropriate that part of the 
money should be invested in an area where it would benefit all walkers. 
 
“The Great Ridge is an iconic route, loved by walkers, so it’s fitting that our donation will help to fund vital path 
repair work. There is extra significance in that the Great Ridge leads to Lose Hill, also known as Ward’s Piece, after 
George Herbert Bridges (GHB) Ward, founder of the Clarion Ramblers which campaigned for public access to the 
moorland areas of the Dark Peak.” 
 
The Great Ridge project is part of the Mend Our Mountains: Make One Million campaign, led by the BMC and 
involving all UK National Parks. As part of the campaign, the Peak District National Park has fundraising targets of 
£140,000 for the Great Ridge and £70,000 for repairs to Cut Gate Bridleway on the Derwent moors. 
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Largest development of affordable homes approved by Peak District National Park Authority  
The Peak District National Park Authority has approved plans for 30 new affordable homes to be built in Bakewell. 
This is one of the largest developments approved of affordable homes in the Peak District National Park and the 
scheme has been supported by a large capital grant for building local needs housing of £500,000 from Derbyshire 
Dales District Council. 

 
The site currently forms part of the grounds to Lady Manners School. Speaking at the planning committee meeting, 
chair of governors at Lady Manners School, David Coe, said: “Proceeds of the sale of the land gives us the 
opportunity to invest in our field sports facilities which will be better for our students and the local community.” 
 
The scheme has been developed over a decade of close working between Lady Manners School, Westleigh 
Partnerships Limited, Pelham Architects, Bakewell Town Council, the Peak District National Authority’s officers, 
Derbyshire Dales District Council and their Rural Housing Enabler. The Authority recently approved affordable local 
needs houses in Winster and Taddington, and is currently working on another scheme in Tideswell.  

 
 

Pembrokeshire Coast National Park 

 
FRIENDS OF PEMBROKESHIRE COAST NATIONAL PARK  
 
Themed walks increasing attendance  
This year, Friends of Pembrokeshire Coast National Park has expanded their programme of events to two per month.  
Although aimed primarily at current members, where attendance is not limited, Friends of Pembrokeshire Coast 
National Park open the events to the public as a means of increasing their profile in the community and broadening 
the charitable objective of promoting the enjoyment of the Park.   
 
Many of the events are guided walks of three to eight miles, often taking in part of the coastal path, led by 
volunteers with strong local knowledge. Themes have included maritime and industrial history. In February, the 
anniversary of the last invasion of Great Britain in 1797, was marked by a walk around many of the sites near 
Llanwnda (where the French force landed and established their headquarters) and followed the three days leading to 
their surrender at Fishguard. 
 
Friends of Pembrokeshire Coast has also had presentations from Marine Energy Wales on the projects which are 
making Pembrokeshire a centre of excellence for renewable energy research and development, and from the pilots 
of the Milford Haven Port Authority on the difficult and increasingly high tech job of bringing natural gas 
supertankers into the deep water terminals adjacent to the Park. The new events strategy seems to be working for 
the organisation, with attendance figures up on recent years, even in the cold, wet months of winter and spring. 
 
Friends commemorate Marion Herbert 
Dr Marion Herbert, who died in 2016 aged 87, was a botanist and a keen conservationist who worked for the 
National Park Committee, National Park Authority and the local Wildlife Trust from the mid 70s to the mid 90s. She 
was also a member of the Friends and in her will she left a legacy with the wish that part of it should be used on a 
memorial to her within the Park.   
 
With the agreement of the National Park Authority, Friends of Pembrokeshire Coast has sponsored a gate, marked 
with a plaque, at a spectacular location approximately a mile North East of St David’s Head, a spot where she 
frequently walked with her family, some of whom attended our event. 
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A commendation for conservation work 
At the end of 2017, Friends of Pembrokeshire Coast was commended by the National Park Authority for diligent 
conservation work in tackling invasive species, including Japanese Knotweed, Rhododendron and Himalayan Balsam, 
at sites around the Park. 
 
The organisation’s conservation work party continues to meet weekly on a variety of projects. Major projects this 
year have included rebuilding a steeply-stepped path down a narrow gorge alongside the only 200 foot waterfall in 
the Park at Tregynon in the Preseli Hills and continuing footpath maintenance and garden restoration at the 
Stackpole Estate, one of the National Trust’s most popular sites in the Park.   
 
Hotel plans a test of balancing economic and conservation goals 
Friends of Pembrokeshire Coast has provided objective comments on one of the most contentious development 
proposals of recent years. St David’s is the UK’s smallest city with a population of under 2,000. It is also one of very 
few communities entirely within the boundaries of the Park. A proposal for a new development on the outskirts of 
the city, which includes both much needed housing and a 63 room Premier Inn has divided the community and led to 
an organized opposition campaign.   
 
The principle issue is the hotel which many feel is unnecessary for the housing scheme, out of keeping with the city 
and, it is feared, will damage established small-scale tourist businesses. Friends of Pembrokeshire Coast believe this 
will be a significant test of the NPA’s commitment to balancing economic and social goals with the conservation of 
the Park environment. 

 
PEMBROKESHIRE COAST NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  
 
More than 1,000 images shared as part of Changing Coasts project  
A crowdsourcing photography project that is documenting coastal change in Pembrokeshire has received more than 
1,000 submissions by visitors from as far afield as Switzerland, Australia and North America. 
 
The Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority’s Changing Coasts project has seen 14 ‘photo posts’ installed along 
its coastline and aims to encourage passers-by to take images of a specific view and send them in for inclusion in a 
series of time-lapse films. 
 
Park Authority Interpretation Officer, Rebecca Evans said: “With winter storms causing dramatic rockfalls at locations 
such as the Green Bridge of Wales, it’s more important than ever to record the effect more extreme elements are 
having on our coastline. 
 
“The photographs that have been sent in have already captured a variety of interesting changes such as seasonal 
differences and rockfalls, while we’ve actually had to move one post as erosion had caused it to be located too close 
to the cliff edge. 
 
The first pilot post was installed at Abereiddi almost two years ago with others located at Poppit Sands, Ceibwr, 
Newport Sands, Aber Hescwm, Aber Bach, Whitesands, Newgale, Haroldston Chins, St Brides, West Angle Bay, 
Freshwater East, Manorbier, Amroth and the Green Bridge of Wales. 
 
To view the time-lapse videos, a map featuring the location of the photo posts and more information on the project 
visit www.pembrokeshirecoast.wales/changingcoasts  
 
National Park project connects tourism to nature  
Seven Pembrokeshire businesses with a passion for wildlife have improved visitor experiences and biodiversity on 
their properties by carrying out conservation projects as part of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority’s 
Naturally Connected pilot project. 
 

http://www.pembrokeshirecoast.wales/changingcoasts
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Each participating business received an ecological survey of their land along with an ecological report, which 
recommended options that could enhance their land and buildings for wildlife, such as tree and meadow planting, 
installing dormouse boxes and hedge laying. 
 
The National Park Authority’s Biodiversity Officer Sarah Mellor said: “It’s been inspiring working with businesses that 
are keen to take action to help wildlife right on their doorstep. Each final report also included information on wildlife 
sites and experiences within the immediate locality of the business, altogether forming an ideal information pack 
which could be shared directly with visitors.” 

 
Naturally Connected, which came to a conclusion in March, was funded by the Sustainable Development Fund, 
which is administered by the National Park Authority and funded by the Welsh Government. 
For more information on the fund and how to apply, visit www.pembrokeshirecoast.wales/sdf  

 
National Park wildlife sculptures to highlight fight against marine litter  
An estimated the equivalent of the contents of a bin lorry full of plastic enters the world’s oceans every single 
minute? Or that up to one million sea birds die every year as a result of eating pieces of plastic? To highlight these 
and other issues caused by marine litter, the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority has commissioned a 
series of interactive sculptures to help raise awareness of the problems and highlight the steps we can all take to 
improve the current situation during the Year of the Sea. 

 

  
Litter Dolphins. Photo credit: Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority 
 
The five wire framed models include a pod of three dolphins, a fish and the emblem of the National Park, a razorbill. 
The sculptures will be appearing at various locations across the National Park and county of Pembrokeshire including 
shows, beach cleans and other events. 
 
National Park Authority Interpretation Officer Rebecca Evans said: “As the UK’s only coastal National Park, we are 
only too aware of how much marine litter is left behind by the tide every day. There does seem to be some light at 
the end of the tunnel, with communities taking it upon themselves to reduce the consumption of single use plastics 
to become Plastic Free, and it’s great to see the popularity of the 2 Minute Beach Clean campaign. Together with 
these initiatives, we hope the sculptures can help inspire people to make different choices, such as using reusable 
cups and bottles and picking up litter when they next visit a beach.” 
 

http://www.pembrokeshirecoast.wales/sdf
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The sculptures were commissioned by the Park Authority and created by Cardigan artist, Toby Downing. Some have 
been filled with marine litter, while others will be filled by the public at special events. 
 

Snowdonia National Park 

 
SNOWDONIA NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
 
Safeguarding a better future for Snowdon.  
Following three years of discussions and consultations, the Snowdon Partnership Plan, a pioneering plan which 
outlines how Wales’ most iconic mountain will be safeguarded, was launched in March by Hannah Blythyn AM, 
Minister for the Environment for the Welsh Government.  
 

 
Representatives from the National Park Authority with Hannah Blythyn AM. Photo credit: Snowdonia National Park 
Authority. 
 
Over 500,000 people visit Snowdon each year and it is estimated that they bring £69 million of economic benefit to 
the area. But as a result, significant pressures and threats are put on the area's infrastructure, communities, 
landscape and habitats. The aim of the Plan is to tackle these challenges and threats, encouraging respect for the 
mountain, gaining a better understanding of its virtues and securing a better future for Snowdon and its surrounding 
areas.  
   
Launching the Plan at Pen y Pass, Hannah Blythyn, Minister for the Environment said: “The Snowdon Partnership 
Plan has brought together experience and expertise, and will help ensure we preserve the enjoyment of Yr Wyddfa 
for generations to come. I congratulate all partners involved and I look forward to working with the Partnership to 
achieve this vision for Yr Wyddfa by 2030.” 
 
The Plan is available online: www.snowdonpartnership.co.uk. 
 

http://www.snowdonpartnership.co.uk/
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Difficult decisions  
Snowdonia National Park Authority has confirmed how it is to save almost £800,000 following the Welsh 
Government's recent decision to reduce the Authority's budget. This cut is equivalent to a 5% cut in each of the next 
two years (2018-2020) totalling savings of £788,674. In 2020, the Welsh Government’s grant and levy for the 
Authority will be less than it received in 2001. Considering salary inflation and general inflation over the last twenty 
years, the Authority today has significantly less resources to fulfil the purposes given to the National Park when it 
was established in 1951. 
 
Authority Members have agreed to: 

 Improve the Authority’s income streams to the value of £232,684 mainly by increasing income from car parks 
and Plas Tan y Bwlch.   

 Make efficiency savings of £ 170,018 e.g. by providing more information electronically, closing toilets at 
Morfa Dyffryn, and reducing the workload of internal audit.  

 Make savings of £ 295,727 by reducing grants for tree work, reducing spend on public rights of way and 
reducing spend on contractors.   

 
Our mind-bogging marshes 
Authority officers are appealing to people from all over Wales to contribute to recording the cultural history of 
marshes - their use and significance over the centuries. Over the next twelve  months, the aim of a scheme funded 
by the Heritage Lottery Fund the “Cyfoeth Ein Corysdd” project (which literally translated means “wealth of our 
marshes”), is to collect and record the memories and customs of how marshes were used over the years as a 
resource to heat, to create light, to build and to improve health. 
 

 
Haf Roberts and Arwyn Jones. Photo credit: Snowdonia National Park Authority 
 
Project Officer Haf Roberts, explains: "Our marshes are amazingly rich. One meter of peat is a record of one thousand 
years and therefore an important testament of vegetation, climate and long use over the ages. It has been a valuable 
resource for our communities through the centuries.  
 
Nowadays of course, our marshes are important carbon stores - they store excellent quality water and are a natural 
resource to help control floods. But they also provide habitats for numerous plants and animals such as sphagnum, 
orchids, sundews and adders, damselflies and dragonflies." 
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South Downs National Park 

 
SOUTH DOWNS SOCIETY  
 
Baroness Kay Andrews talks with South Downs Society 
The South Downs Society were delighted to host our talk by the Baroness Kay Andrews, president of the South 
Downs Society on 6 April. The venue was Pelham House, a beautiful 16th century Georgian town house hotel in the 
heart of Lewes, which has been exquisitely restored, combining elegance and history. The talk was held in the 
Chamber Suite, formerly the Chamber Room for East Sussex County Council: a rather fitting venue. 
 
Guests enjoyed listening to the Baroness who gave insights into her life in the House of Lords, as well as how the 
legislation of creating our South Downs National Park was dealt with at Westminster. Brexit was a main topic of the 
afternoon, as the Baroness shared her views and concerns on the expected impacts of Brexit and the new legislation 
that will be required. 
 

 
Chair of the South Downs Society, David Sawyer, Baroness Kay Andrews and CEO of Campaign for National Parks, 
Fiona Howie. Photo credit: South Downs Society. 
 
Restoring path access 
The thin soils of the South Downs Way can be quickly eroded and the exposed soft chalk is then easily cut by flowing 
water. Several parts of the South Downs Way are in a poor state. The South Downs National Park Authority is funded 
to maintain this long distance national path, but does not have funds for significant improvements, resulting in 
steady deterioration.   
 
The South Downs Society funded £15,000 to support the repairs of the Plumpton Plain section with a further £10,000 
being funded by the National Park Trust. This restoration will have a long term benefit. The repairs will be carried out 
sympathetically to provide a safe route for people to enjoy. The track will be taken up and replaced with new chalk 
or clean recycled crushed concrete to a depth of 150 – 300mm to bring levels up to the required height, before being 
compacted and profiled. Possibly finished with a covering of limestone dust to improve the grip and weather 
resistance. 
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SOUTH DOWNS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
 
Local Plan is submitted 
The first Local Plan to cover the entire South Downs National Park has been submitted to the Government. The Plan 
has been submitted alongside all of the evidence used in its preparation and more than 2,500 comments received in 
the pre-submission consultation in 2017. This is available to view at www.southdowns.gov.uk/localplan. 
 
Mend our Way  
A campaign to raise £120,000 to carry out much-needed improvements on the South Downs Way has reached more 
than 60 per cent of its target with six months, and the main summer walking season, still to go. More than £75,000 
has been donated to ‘Mend our Way’, a campaign led by the South Downs National Park Trust, asking people who’ve 
enjoyed the South Downs Way to support significant repair work on four broken sections of the national trail. Find 
out more and pledge your support at www.southdowns.gov.uk/mendourway 
 
A sign of the times 
Over the eight years since the South Downs was designated the Authority has often been asked why there are no 
signs telling people that they’ve arrived in the National Park. But what would they look like? Bespoke signage that 
creates a sense of arrival at the UK’s newest National Park is to be piloted in 19 locations around the South Downs 
this summer. https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/sign-of-the-times/  
 

Yorkshire Dales National Park 

 
FRIENDS OF THE DALES 
 
Jerry Pearlman will be much missed 
As friends in other national park societies and kindred organisations may be aware, our trustee and friend Jerry 
Pearlman MBE passed away peacefully at home on Friday 9 March, aged 84 years.  
 
As Jerry’s daughter Debbie said at his funeral “He was an advocate to all, a true role model and an inspiration to so 
many.” Debbie’s eulogy provided much of the detail for an obituary written by Mark Corner in the Spring edition of 
our membership magazine and is summarised below: 
 
Jerry had a very successful 60 year legal career, focused on environmental law. He later became Honorary Secretary 
(and later a national Vice President) to the Ramblers Association and was awarded his MBE for services to the 
Ramblers in 2000. Perhaps his most significant contribution to society was helping the Ramblers and then the 
Government deliver the right to roam across open country back in the year 2000. Jerry had an immense sense of civic 
responsibility. His love and in-depth knowledge of the Yorkshire Dales led to him being a Secretary of State 
appointed member of the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority for a record 19 years. Jerry was one of the 13 
founders of the Yorkshire Dales Society, first meeting on 17 January 1981.  
 
As Debbie said, “We know that he has touched many lives and has inspired many people. We feel blessed and so 
lucky to have been part of it.” We wholeheartedly agree. Jerry is survived by his wife Bernice, daughters Kate and 
Debbie, and three grandchildren. 
 
Planning decision is ‘unfortunate’ and ‘unacceptable’ 
Friends of the Dales is dismayed by the decision by the Planning Inspector to allow, on appeal, permission for the 
conversion to a dwelling of a traditional field barn - Tug Gill Lathe in upper Wharfedale. We are writing to the 
Inspector to strongly express our concerns about this decision.  
 
In the view of Friends of the Dales, the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority acted entirely in accordance with 
their policy on conversion of traditional buildings by refusing permission on this occasion.  

http://www.southdowns.gov.uk/localplan
http://www.southdowns.gov.uk/mendourway
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/sign-of-the-times/
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Tug Gill Lathe is a typical Dales field barn set back from the road on the side of the hill in a relatively remote part of 
upper Wharfedale – it is not in our view a roadside barn, nor is it associated with any existing settlement.  A dwelling 
in this remote location will result in the clutter of storage, external lighting etc. A new access track would need to be 
constructed across the field, along with the alteration of the traditional drystone walling along the road.  All these 
changes would be highly visible along the valley. Overall this development would go against the protection of the 
special qualities of the National Park and we believe the Planning Inspector should have supported the decision to 
refuse planning permission. 
 
In our view the appeal decision has now undermined the Authority’s statutory duty to protect the quality and 
character of the area.  There are several other relatively isolated barns near the road in Wharfedale, and in other 
dales, and the appeal decision has now set an unfortunate and unacceptable precedent. 
 
YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  
 
Birds of prey persecution: the evidence 
The Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority (YDNPA) has published an ‘evidence report’ on birds of prey persecution 
– which was first presented to a wildlife crime summit held at the Authority’s offices in Bainbridge. The report 
assesses the populations of a number of key upland raptor species nationally and in the Park and quantifies the 
confirmed incidents of persecution. 

 
The report – which draws on a wide range of sources – was presented at a Wildlife Crime seminar organised by the 
National Park Authority, which took place at Yoredale in Bainbridge on 21 Feb.  More than 50 people attended the 
event, including police officers from the North Yorkshire, Cumbria and Lancashire forces.     
 
Second Homes proposition “killed off” 
The Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority Chairman Carl Lis has said a proposition to increase Council Tax on 
second homes in the Yorkshire Dales National Park – made as part of wide-ranging plans to retain young families in 
the area, and attract others – has in effect been “killed off”. 
 
In February, Richmondshire District Council voted by 13-12 against joining with other local authorities in seeking 
talks with government “on the options available for increasing Council Tax for second homes within the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park”. 

 
In a statement, he said: “It would be remiss of me not to make clear to the public that the proposition to talk to 
Government has in effect been killed off.  In my view, the decision has let down local communities by stopping the 
conversation before it had properly started. 
 
“Richmondshire District Council has rejected the view that too many second homes can have an adverse impact on 
the viability of local communities. It has also rejected the view that there are too many second homes in the 
Yorkshire Dales National Park. I think many people living in the National Park will be staggered by those conclusions.” 

 
Bid to extend Wensleydale farm payment pilot 
The Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority has applied to extend and expand an agri-environment pilot scheme 
that it has been running in Wensleydale in partnership with Natural England. In its submission to Defra, it says there 
is an ‘outstanding opportunity’ to support upland farm businesses and significantly enhance the environment by 
extending the pilot by up to three years and doubling the number of farms involved. The application was debated at 
a Full Authority meeting in March. 
 
During the two-year pilot the farmers are being paid for producing either species-rich meadows or good habitat for 
breeding waders such as curlew, snipe, lapwing and redshank. The better the habitat, the higher the payment. 
 

http://www.natureinthedales.org.uk/species/birds/YDNP-Bird-of-prey-evidence-report-FINAL.pdf
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One of the farmers in the pilot, Tom Fawcett of CH Fawcett and Sons in Askrigg, welcomed the attempt to extend 
and expand the scheme: “It’s good news. Now that people are in this scheme, there is no point pulling the plug and 
going back to the old ways.” 
 
Carl Lis said: “We think this approach could provide the starting template for the future of upland farm support after 
Britain leaves the EU – but it needs to be tested further now. There is a real opportunity to use this project to really 
test out new ways of supporting our upland farmers.” 

 
The Wensleydale pilot comes to an end in September. It is understood that Defra is actively considering the 
submission to extend and expand it. 
  

Scottish Campaign for National Parks 

 
 
SCOTTISH CAMPAIGN FOR NATIONAL PARKS 
 
Galloway National Park discussion paper  
The Galloway National Park Association (GNPA) has published A National Park in Galloway?, a detailed discussion 
paper which sets out the case for Galloway to become a National Park. A National Park in Galloway could bring 
together the Galloway Forest Park, Scotland’s first Dark Sky Park and the Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere 
Reserve. GNPA argues that the superb coasts, southern Scotland’s largest tract of wild uplands, rich mosaic of 
farmland and amazing wildlife give great potential for a National Park. The discussion paper can be downloaded from 
the GNPA website and you can follow their activities on Facebook. 
 
Potential for Argyll and Islands National Park  
Argyll and Bute Council has announced that it is exploring the potential to create a coastal/marine Argyll and Islands 
National Park, through consultation over the Main Issues Report for its new Local Development Plan. This effectively 
revives proposals for Scotland’s first Coastal and Marine National Park developed by the Scottish Executive in 2006-
2007. Serious efforts are now under way in three of the seven areas proposed for National Park status by APRS and 
SCNP: Galloway, Argyll and the Scottish Borders. 
 
Still unfinished business five years on 
It is now five years since SCNP and APRS published our landmark report Unfinished Business. There has been 
substantial progress since, particularly in the Borders and Galloway, and great media, political and public support. 
However this is still unfinished business five years on, which is why the organisations have published a summary 
update which is available at: http://aprs.scot/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Still-Unfinished-Business-Five-Years-On-
April-2018.pdf  

https://www.gallowaynationalpark.org/
https://business.facebook.com/GallowayNationalPark
http://aprs.scot/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Scotlands-First-Coastal-and-Marine-National-Park.pdf
http://aprs.scot/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Unfinished-Business-March-2013.pdf
http://aprs.scot/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Still-Unfinished-Business-Five-Years-On-April-2018.pdf
http://aprs.scot/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Still-Unfinished-Business-Five-Years-On-April-2018.pdf

