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Brecon Beacons National Park 

 
BRECON BEACONS PARK SOCIETY 
Dark Sky success in the Beacons  
Brecon Beacons National Park has become one of the top destinations within the UK for stargazing and in the last year over 
3,000 people have visited the Park for stargazing activities. The Brecon Beacons Park Society is proud to have worked with 
the National Park Authority in establishing and promoting this. 
 
The National Park was awarded the prestigious International Dark Sky Reserve status five years ago and an annual update 
report reveals that visitor figures in relation to Dark Skies have doubled in the last year.  Over 500 people have attended 
Astrocamps held within the Park and the five stargazing events that were held at the Visitor Centre with a combined capacity 
of 660 people, were all sold out.     
 
There has been ongoing collaboration work with other National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the Welsh 
Government to further develop protecting the night skies and understanding their importance in terms of tourism and 
business. The Society seeks to keep the delicate balance this involves in the thinking of the Park. 
 
Honour, and vital work, for our Chair 
The Brecon Beacons Park Society is delighted to announce that their Chairman, Martin Buckle, has been appointed Chair of 
the Welsh Government’s Flood and Coastal Erosion Committee by Environment Minister, Hannah Blythyn. 
 
The Flood and Erosion Committee was established under the provision of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016. The purpose of 
the Committee is to advise Welsh Ministers on all flood and coastal erosion risk management matters in Wales, including 
raising awareness, preparation and community resilience to flooding. 
 
Objections to Capel-y-ffin mobile phone mast  
The Home Office and telecoms network EE want to build a 17.5-metre mobile phone mast with three antennas, two 
microwave dishes and a pole-mounted satellite dish just above the hamlet. The Society was joined in protesting against the 
proposal to build a mast in this beautiful, historic and poetic location. 
 
Amongst other objectors are the author Ian McEwan and the spirit of poets and writers like Bruce Chatwin and Allen Ginsberg 
are all cited in objecting to the phone mast. 
 

 
Winner of Campaign for National Parks’ summer of beauty photography competition is this beautiful picture of the Brecon 
Beacons. Photo credit: Mark Kent.  
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BRECON BEACONS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  
New Health Walk along Canal  
A new health walk was launched along the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal to help people to maintain and improve their 
health, in National Parks Week. Brecon Beacons National Park Authority in partnership with the Canal and River Trust and 
Natural Resources Wales have developed a linear way marked route, running from Brecon Canal Basin to Brynich lock, that 
can be used to help improve the health and well-being of local residents.    
 
The Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal – Step by Step is approximately a two mile route along the canal’s tow path. Way 
markers along the path indicate to walkers the specific stages where they are on the walk and are linked to a map of the 
route that doctors will hand out to patients. The map provides detailed information regarding distances and time, and as 
patients become fitter and healthier they will be encouraged to walk to further stages.  The beneficial scheme allows the 
National Park to be used to assist health services and help residents to enjoy the protected landscape. 

 
Hannah Blythyn, Minister for the Environment said: “I'm pleased to visit Brecon to launch Step by Step during National Parks 
Week. The project demonstrates the wider role our Park Authorities can play in our daily lives. Today I announced that I will 
be reinstating the National Park Authorities’ budgets for the next two years, which shows our commitment to them.  I also 
published my priorities for our National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
  
“I want more people to feel they have a stake in these nationally important landscapes. Step By Step is a fine example of how 
our national parks are not just fantastic landscapes, they’re also great for our overall health and well-being.” 

 
Trainees Achieve Employment Success  
Over the last four years, forty two young people have been trained for employment opportunities within land based roles 
through Skills In Action – a training programme led by Brecon Beacons National Park Authority. 
 
The successful project, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund - Skills for the Future, has provided participants with accredited 
training, career development support and the opportunity to gain vocational skills working alongside staff in the Brecon 
Beacons National Park Authority, Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority and Torfaen County Borough Council.  
The scheme was developed following a report from Lantra which identified an emerging skills shortage in the land based 
environmental sector including roles ranging from Wardens, Conservation Officers, Stone Wallers, Estate 
Workers/Contractors to Community Officers.   
 
In both National Parks, several former trainees progressed into employment with the National Park Authorities and others 
moved onto land based roles in the public, private and voluntary sectors, highlighting the overall success of the project.  
 
Gavin Vella participated in the scheme and following the training went on to work as a Seasonal Ranger for Welsh Water at 
Llandegfedd Reservoir. He has since gained employment working as a wildlife researcher for a television production company.  
 
Commenting on the Skills In Action project, Gavin said: “The scheme allowed me the time and resources to develop key 
aspects in practical land management, while also focusing on my desired career choice, which was environmental 
conservation. The support given from the Brecon Beacons National Park staff was incredible and they really set the bar high 
with their work ethic. This support continued long after the scheme had ended for me.” 
 
Black Mountains Success! 
The Black Mountains Land Use Partnership has recently kicked off the first phase of its public outreach programme funded 
through the Welsh Government’s Sustainable Management Scheme.   
  
Seventeen Mountain and Moorland Ambassadors completed their first training session on Table Mountain near Crickhowell, 
and local school children experienced the mountains first hand as part of an effort to make people more aware of what is 
special about the area. 
  
The two day Mountain and Moorland Ambassador Course focuses on providing knowledge about the area covering topics 
such as bracken management, peatland restoration and visitor management.  Participants also receive information about 
local farming practices, geology, archaeology and history with the inclusion of a visit to the mountains.  The aim is to raise 



News from Around the Parks / Autumn 2018 / Page 3 
 

local awareness of the Black Mountains and the issues the area is facing.  Through engagement with the tourism industry, 
the partnership hopes to improve the long-term sustainable management of the region.  
  
Partners have also launched an education programme working with 12 local schools over the next three years, visiting local 
farms and sites like Hay Bluff. They hope to inspire more than 300 school children to appreciate and understand what is 
special about the Black Mountains, how farming is important for wildlife and for people, and what they can do to make a 
difference for the future.  Schoolchildren will also be taught how visitors can have an impact on the land and about the effects 
of climate change.  

 
 

The Broads National Park 

 
BROADS SOCIETY 
Historic campaigning unearthed 
In a recent edition of the Broads Society magazine, the Hansar, one member who is very interested in the Society’s archives, 
reported on an article he had found in a copy of the magazine from 1984. The issue of protecting the Broads landscape, and 
in particular the Halvergate marshes, had come to a head and Campaign for National Parks became deeply involved in the 
issue because of the implications for all Parks.  
 
Several farmers on the marshes were intending to plough the marshes and plant arable crops, destroying the landscape of 
grazing marshes. On March 14th 1984 a meeting was held with the then Under Secretary of State for the Environment, 
William Waldegrave. In the minutes from the meeting it was reported  “Fiona Reynolds (Secretary, Council for National Parks), 
said that the minister would be aware of the Countryside Commissions conclusions and recommendations arising from its 
consultations on the future of the Broads and of the current difficulties on Halvergate Marshes about which he had met 
representatives of the Broads Authority that morning….. The threats currently posed to the marshes illustrates the urgency 
of finding long term solutions to protect the Broads landscape.” 
 
The hard fought battle over farming practices on the Broads resulted in the creation of the Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
Scheme and the protection of the marshes. 
 
Parish councils invited to join society 
The Society has recently been contacting Parish Councils around the Broads to invite them to become members. There are a 
total of 92 parishes in the Broads and the Society has been successful with several signing up. Good lines of communication 
to these local community councils is viewed as constructive, particularly in assessing and commenting on planning 
applications. 
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Businesses reduce plastic waste in support for the Broads 
The Broads Trust’s visitor giving scheme called Love the Broads continues to 
attract new businesses which encourage their customers to contribute to the 
fund in a variety of ways.   
 
One leading Broads business has launched an exciting and creative way to 
reduce plastic waste whilst at the same time giving money for projects on the 
Broads. The Galley Deli, Café and Gift Shop in Horning by the river Bure, 
attracts many visitors each year to eat in or take away local food and drink and 
browse around for souvenirs and gifts. Having recently needed to reorder 
takeaway cups, the Galley decided that they wanted to make a real difference 
to the environment whilst at the same time helping to support projects on the 
Broads.  The Galley are now serving takeaway drinks in recyclable, paper cups 
with compostable lids with 10p being donated to Love the Broads for each cup 
used.  
 
 

Photo credit: Broads Society 
 
 
THE BROADS AUTHORITY 
From biomass to biochar – a new business initiative 
The Broads Authority is offering landowners, contractors, conservation organisations and volunteer groups the chance to 
participate in a project to create charcoal out of waste products. 
 
The initiative is being pioneered as part of the Authority’s role as lead partner in CANAPE (Creating A New Approach to 
Peatland Ecosystems), a match-funded project that will give the Broads Authority over €500,000 from the European Regional 
Development Fund to research new ways of managing peatland ecosystems to benefit the environment.   
 
Participants can turn their biomass such as forestry or fen waste into charcoal using a transportable kiln known as a carbon 
composter, which produces charcoal through the burning of biomass in reduced oxygen conditions. Two products are 
created, charcoal for cooking or heating and fine biochar, which improves soils, increases crop yield, improves water retention 
and decreases CO2 emissions.  
 
We will provide free training in use of the equipment and support for marketing and retailing the products. All profits will be 
returned to participants (less a 20% hiring fee for the kiln) and they should come away with an additional income source as a 
result of recycling their waste products. Provided there is sufficient interest we will purchase a kiln and begin trials in May 
2019.  
 
Broads National Park artwork unveiled at Great Yarmouth 
Station 
July 2018 saw the unveiling of a specially commissioned piece 
of artwork, presented to Great Yarmouth Station by the 
Broads Authority. The artwork welcomes passengers from 
Greater Anglia trains into the Broads National Park, whose 
waters can be reached on foot from the station within seven 
minutes.  
 
The image was created by artist Dave Thompson and takes its 
inspiration from the vintage railway posters of the 1950s. 
Designed by Broads Authority graphic designer Karen Sayer, 
the artwork is over five metres long and one and a half metres 
high, and we hope that the image will brighten the day of 
commuters and visitors who use this busy station. 
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A Broads welcome for passengers arriving at Great Yarmouth Station. Photo credit: The Broads Authority 
 
An important feature of the Broads is its proximity to urban locations as well as rural landscapes. The Broads National Park is 
a key feature of Great Yarmouth, so having a piece of artwork at the station is a great way of reminding people just how close 
it is and how easy it is to visit by train, with its network of stations.  
 
Similar pieces of artwork have also been installed in the arrivals hall at Norwich Airport and in the waiting room at Norwich 
Railway Station.  
 
Discovering the hidden heritage of the Broads 
The first projects forming part of the Water, Mills & Marshes Broads Landscape Partnership Scheme, led by the Broads 
Authority and supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, have been launched over the last few months:  
 

 Broads Hidden Heritage – local history and archaeology training and research projects led by Norfolk County Council 
and the University of East Anglia  

 

 A Grand for a Grand Idea – funding for local people and community groups for projects fitting the Water, Mills & 
Marshes themes: exploring the landscape, the historic landscape, the natural landscape and community groups. 
 

 The Broads Album – a performance by Lowestoft Sixth Form College and Pakefield High School students concluded 
their project to compose, record and perform an album of songs inspired by the Broads 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sound of the Broads. 
Photo credit: The Broads 
Authority. 
 

 Raveningham Oak to Chet Boat – an oak tree from Raveningham, close to where the remains of a medieval boat were 
found, has been donated for building a working replica of it 

 

 Art Collaboration Exhibition – students from Norwich University of the Arts made images, objects and animations in 
response to the people, places and processes of Water, Mills & Marshes  

 

 Wild Watch Camera Scheme – giving individuals, families, nature groups and schools use of a free trail camera to 
encourage people into gardens or other wild areas to capture images and video of  local wildlife  
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Dartmoor National Park 

 
 
DARTMOOR PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION 
Dartmoor hosts National Park Society Conference 
This year’s National Park Society Conference, What Value our 
National Parks? was hosted by the Dartmoor Preservation 
Association(1) on behalf of all the National Park Societies in 
England and Wales. 
 
In October, Lord Gardiner, Minister for Rural Affairs and 
Biosecurity, sent an uplifting message to a packed conference 
on Dartmoor, which considered the future challenges and 
opportunities for the National Parks of England and Wales.  
 
Lord Gardiner said: “National Parks play a vital role in both 
conserving our beautiful countryside and enabling 
communities, people and businesses to prosper and grow. The 
continuing beauty of these landscapes is testament to the 
National Parks’ vision for places to be enjoyed by all, 
protected, and to serve as productive areas of business.” 
 
 

Norman Cowling and Janette Ward at the What Value our 
National Parks conference. 

 
 
About 100 delegates debated sustainable tourism, natural and cultural capital and farming and conservation, with speakers 
from organisations such as the Dartmoor National Park Authority, Duchy of Cornwall, Historic England, the RSPB, the Friends 
of the Lake District, and Exeter and Gloucestershire Universities. 
 
Dartmoor project wins Park Protector Award 
A project that has seen the restoration of bog habitats in Dartmoor National Park has taken home the prestigious Park 
Protector Award. The project has been recognised for its important role in improving habitats for wildlife and increasing 
visitor access to this inhospitable landscape. 
 
Opening up Emsworthy Mire, which is run by the Devon Wildlife Trust, took home the £2,000 prize, which was presented at 
a parliamentary reception in October. The annual Award is run by Campaign for National Parks to recognise, celebrate and 
support projects that make a difference within the English and Welsh National Parks. 
 
President of Campaign for National Parks, the actress Caroline Quentin, and Julian Glover, who is leading the Government’s 
review of England’s Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and National Parks, addressed guests at the reception. 
 
Peter Burgess, Director of Conservation and Development at the Devon Wildlife Trust said: “Opening up Emsworthy Mire, is 
a fantastic example of what can happen when dedicated, passionate people come together to make a difference to our 
natural world. Through determination and hard work we have completely transformed the mire from an impenetrable and 
formidable landscape to somewhere both wildlife and visitors can enjoy.” 
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Opening up Emsworthy Mire receiving the 2018 Park Protector Award from Julian Glover and Caroline Quentin. Emsworthy 
mire. Photo credit: Campaign for National Parks and Devon Wildlife Trust.  
 
DARTMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  

Local Plan Consultation - help us plan for the future of Dartmoor 
Since the Local Plan Issues Consultation in 2016, the Forward Planning team at Dartmoor National Park Authority has 
been working hard to produce a first draft of the new Local Plan for Dartmoor, which is now nearly ready to share.   
 
The public consultation period for the draft Local Plan will run from Monday 3 December 2018 to Monday 4 February 
2019.  During this period, readers will be able to view the draft Local Plan on the Authority website and provide 
comments via an online form or in writing.  Copies of the Local Plan will be on display at Authority offices, with district 
and parish councils, local libraries and various information points across Dartmoor throughout the consultation period.   
 
The Authority is now pleased to share with you the schedule of public drop-in events.  Come and see them at any of 
these drop-ins to chat more about the Local Plan, how it affects us all and how it helps to shape the future of Dartmoor 
National Park:  
 
• South East Dartmoor: Ashburton Christmas Fayre - Thursday 6 December 2018, 4pm - 7pm 
• South West Dartmoor: Meeting Room, Yelverton War Memorial Hall - Tuesday 11 December 2018, 3pm – 6pm 
• North Dartmoor: Whiddon Down Village Hall - Thursday 13 December 2018, 3pm – 6pm 
• East Dartmoor: Moretonhampstead Community Club - Tuesday 18 December 2018, 3pm – 6pm 
 
A summer of Archaeology in Dartmoor National Park 
Summer 2018 proved to be a busy time for the members of the Dartmoor National Park archaeology team who worked 
on two significant excavations, both of which were part of the Moor than Meets the Eye landscape partnership scheme.  
 
The first, involved a team of dedicated volunteers, targeting the remains of the medieval moated manor of North Hall. 
It was the fourth season of excavations on this site. Previous work had exposed the robbed out footings of a stone 
building, including a cobbled yard and fireplace. Evidence discovered during the series of excavations revealed that the 
building was originally roofed in slate and had leaded window panes. Also within the encircling moat were the faint 
traces of wooden buildings which may represent an early phase of occupation, while finds have included pottery from 
Islamic Iberia and south western France and a French coin, all indicative of high status occupants. 
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Holwell hut dig. Photo credit: Dartmoor National Park Authority.  
 
September saw more excavation, again with a team of volunteers, this time exploring the remains of a Bronze Age round 
house. Although the National Park contains in excess of 4,000 of these ancient buildings (those that are known!) 
relatively few have been excavated to modern standards.  
 
Over the course of 3,500 years the house had suffered significant damage, but after the removal of turf and tumbled 
stone, its walls were clearly visible. A floor level was also exposed although, puzzlingly, no post holes for roof supports 
were visible.  
 
Most interesting was an area on one side of the building in which there was extensive evidence for heating. Adjacent to 
this, the wall of the house included an unusual stone construction and was also pierced by a large granite post which 
had the appearance of a fallen standing stone. The heated area had been dug away in prehistory and replaced by a 
large, flat slab of granite. All of this represents a unique find in Dartmoor’s excavated hut circles and suggests ritual 
behaviour, indicating that whatever process was being undertaken in this part of the building was somehow symbolic 
and ‘special’.  
 
Work, including cutting edge scientific analyses, is now underway to wring more clues from the evidence concerning 
the story of this building. Indeed, work on the site is far from finished and it is possible that future years will bring more 
investigation revealing more about this remote, but important period in Dartmoor’s history.   
 
New use for Dartmoor village phone box 
A Dartmoor Village is developing a redundant phone box into micro-museum in memory of those from the parish that 
died in the Great War. 
  
For many years the moorland community of Princetown have battled to save the BT payphones in their remote village 
from being decommissioned. Earlier this year BT agreed to keep one of the phone boxes in Princetown and offer the 
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other box to the Dartmoor Forest Parish Council for a nominal £1.00. The Parish Council thought rather than having the 
landmark phone box ripped out they would take it over. 
  
They researched what other communities had used phone boxes for, including housing a defibrillator or use it as a local 
library. However, as there were already two defibrillators in the village and a library branch, something different and 
innovative was required. Therefore, in conjunction with Dartmoor National Park’s Moor than meets the eye landscape 
partnership scheme, work has now started to develop it into a micro museum. 
  
As 2018 is the centenary of the end of WW1 the Parish Council is developing an exhibit that commemorates the lives of 
the men killed in that conflict and recorded on the Princetown War memorial. 
  
The intention is to build on local historical research, completed by a previous resident of the village Christine Faulkner, 
into the lives of the men and tell more of their story. 
 

Exmoor National Park 

 
EXMOOR SOCIETY  
Three Winners for the 2018 Pinnacle Award 
The Exmoor Society celebrates its 60th anniversary by announcing three winners of the 2018 Pinnacle Award. The annual 
award was set up by the Society six years ago to support young entrepreneurs between 18 and 27 years who wish to live and 
work in Greater Exmoor. It offers £3,000 to an individual who has a business start-up or development plan. 
 
Jackie Smith, Trustee, said: ‘This year, there were three outstanding young people and we could not decide between them. 
We were thrilled that the Society’s Trustees were able to extend the funding to provide £3,000 to each candidate and support 
their new ventures.’  
 
‘Polly Goodman is a young person who has returned to Exmoor after university and a high flying job in London because she 
realised that city life is not for her but that she should follow her dream. She has identified potential for a niche marketing 
opportunity by keeping goats in order to introduce goat meat to this part of the country. The real strength of her plan is that 
goats enjoy much of the less favoured, hill land of Exmoor.’  
 
‘Philip Stephens is already making a name for himself as a welder. Having started working with used horseshoes to make 
decorative, hand crafted garden furniture, he has now identified scope for manufacturing truck canopies and other bespoke 
accessories for farm and truck vehicles. He will also shortly be in a position to take on an apprentice in the near future.’ 
 
‘Camilla Waterer is another who has also returned to Exmoor after university and travelling. Her plan is to offer horse drawn 
carriage rides and picnics on the high moor in summer and to provide mid-morning refreshments and transport to the guns 
on some of the big Exmoor shoots in winter – she will use Highland ponies as being stronger than Exmoor ponies and gained 
her initial ideas from examples she experienced in Scotland.’ 
 
The Society hopes to attract many similar entries for the award in 2019 which has a closing date of 30th June 2019. 
 
Towards a Register of Exmoor’s Natural Capital  
The Exmoor Society has just published the report of a commissioned study to investigate whether the natural capital 
approach can be used to include all the natural and cultural elements that make up Exmoor’s unique landscape. Entitled 
Towards a Register of Exmoor’s Natural Capital, it prioritises those areas which need sustainable management by farmers 
and land managers and can be increased in extent and quality.  
 
The objective was to develop and pilot, in three areas, a practical toolkit for identifying the natural capital assets that deliver 
the full range of public benefits that can be provided by Exmoor. The study breaks new ground in four ways:  
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1. It proposes a classification describing all elements of natural capital in a Register.  
2. It investigates and describes the relationship between natural capital and cultural considerations, a topic frequently 
neglected.  
3. It uses landscape character to ensure descriptions of natural capital are place-based and captures the distinctiveness and 
special qualities of landscape. 
 4. It shows the importance of involving local knowledge and values to gain the commitment of the people who own, manage 
or use natural capital. This gives them a personal stake in the concept of natural capital.  

 
The origins of the study lie in the keynote address given to the Society’s 2017 Spring Conference by Professor Dieter Helm, 
chair of the government’s Natural Capital Committee. In response to a question about the use of natural capital in National 
Parks, he challenged Exmoor to investigate how the concept could be used in the context of the designation and its statutory 
purposes.  
 
Upon receipt of the completed Register Prof Dieter Helm said ‘This is an important first step! It is very gratifying to make a 
remark intended as a challenge and actually get it taken seriously and acted upon.’ The full report and technical appendix by 
Robert Deane and Anne Walker of Rural Focus Ltd can be viewed on The Exmoor Society’s website www.exmoorsociety.com  
 
100th anniversary of Hope Bourne’s birth 
26 August 2018 marked the 100th anniversary of the birth of Exmoor writer and artist Hope Lilian Bourne. To celebrate this, 
the Exmoor Society has just published a short anthology of her lesser-known writings, illustrated with her artwork. Hope lived 
on and with the land of Exmoor, in a manner as self-sufficient and self-reliant as possible. When Hope died in 2010, she left 
her estate to the Exmoor Society, having been a member since 1959.  
 
The editor, Lisa Eden, said: ‘I have selected pieces which show Hope revelling in Exmoor's storms and silences, and in the 
drama of raging seas at Hartland. Hope pays tribute to friendship – both human and animal – with a touching obituary of 
Mary Richards and a charming requiem for her favourite bantam. She had a justified pride in living harmoniously with her 
environment, as letters to local newspapers show; and her eloquent denunciation of the unfairness of the Poll Tax reveals 
her formidable skills as a protester. A piece that has much resonance today is her dream of re-wilding Exmoor: she imagines 
it restocked with aurochs, wild boar and wolves, presenting a real challenge and adventure for walkers and campers!’ 

 
The Society is delighted with this book, entitled Hope Bourne’s Reflections in Words. It is available for sale in the Society’s 
headquarters in Dulverton, price £6, and is number four in a series of Exmoor Studies. The first three are Exmoor Chroniclers, 
The Exmoor Pony: Contested Histories and The Minehead Road: Between Exmoor and the Quantocks 

 
 

Lake District National Park 

 
FRIENDS OF THE LAKE DISTRICT  
Warcop Common v MOD Inquiry 
In 2001 an inquiry was held into the desire of the Ministry of Defence (M0D) to compulsory purchase all the common rights 
on Warcop, Hilton and Murton Commons to enable them to have more flexibility in their training and intensify use. The MoD 
also gave an undertaking that they would never seek to deregister the land as common land. Friends of the Lake District 
understand that is exactly what they are now trying to do and is something they strongly oppose. 
 
Cumbria County Council held a Public Inquiry to consider the Ministry of Defence's applications to deregister Hilton, Murton 
and Warcop Commons, near Appleby, in September. The enquiry reconvened on 30th October for four days. The October 
session was called to discuss a second issue, namely are the Warcop commons still waste of the lord of the manor? The MOD 
are arguing that they are not.  
 

http://www.exmoorsociety.com/
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Friends of the Lake District, 
together with partners the 
Open Spaces Society, the 
Foundation for Common Land, 
and the Hilton Commoners are 
arguing they are no different 
in character to most of our 
upland commons and remain 
waste of the lord of the 
manor. The Inspector will 
make recommendations to 
Cumbria County Council, who 
must make a decision before 
14 December 2018. 

 
Photo credit: Friends of the Lake District. 

 
Dark Skies in the Lake District 
Between 1993 and 2000 
average night-time brightness in 
Cumbria grew 40 fold. It is 
Friends of the Lake District’s 
ambition to attain Dark Sky 
Reserve status for the Lake 
District National Park, an 
internationally recognised 
accreditation, by 2020. We want 
to conserve and enhance 
people’s sense of tranquillity 
and gain recognition of the 
special quality of this dark sky 
landscape in the Lake District. 
 
Friends of the Lake District will 
be taking a ‘Dark Skies 
Roadshow’ in the New Year to 
visit communities and talk about 
our new campaign to protect 

and recognise the dark skies of the Lake District. They’ll be discussing why dark skies are important, what ‘Dark Sky Reserve’ 
status would mean for the Lake District National Park, and demonstrating examples of good and bad outdoor lighting which 
can be applied in domestic settings.  
 
They’ll also be working with the Yorkshire Dales National Park to help their bid for Dark Skies Reserve status in 2019. Key 
work will include a dark sky quality survey, an external lighting audit and a lighting management plan. A Dark Skies Festival is 
planned for February half-term. 
 
Photo shows Dark skies in the Lake District. Photo credit: Andrew Locking. 

 
Sunshine and volunteers turn out for Thirlmere 
Friends of the Lake District expected a day of heavy rain and strong winds and volunteers, task leaders, and staff were bracing 
themselves for a tricky day at our Thirlmere Fell Care Day in late September. But the sun shone and a gentle breeze helped 
volunteers with the variety of conservation tasks and learning opportunities, with tremendous results! 
 
•         83 volunteers, task leaders and Friends of the Lake District staff took part. 
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•         6m of dry stone wall were rebuilt at Thirlspot. 
•         5 bags of rubbish removed from the eastern shore of Thirlmere, 
•         14 km of upland footpath maintained from Swirls and Wythburn to Helvellyn. 
•         I km of path squirrel-surveyed and 2 red squirrels spotted! 
•         10 pieces of Thirlmere-inspired art produced. 
•         12 people trained in introductory woodland management at Great How Wood. 
•         Spruce clearance completed at Low Bridge End Farm. 
•         365.5 hours = 52 days of work and learning completed. 
•         160 pieces of cake eaten! 
 
Ruth Kirk, Landscape Engagement Officer said: “Thirlmere has taken a bit of a bruising this year from the threat of major 
commercial development to serious storm damage which has affected the western shore and is still preventing access. We 
are so grateful to the people who came along to show just how much they care about this special place.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thirlmere care day plogging team. Photo credit: Friends of the Lake District. See more photos of the day on their facebook 
page. 
 
LAKE DISTRICT NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
Coniston community celebrates copper conservation project at new visitor ‘hub’ 
May saw the opening of an interactive hub in Coniston following a two year conservation project across the mining valley, in 
a bid to encourage visitors learn more about the town’s mining heritage and explore the site through new walking routes. 
 
Having been awarded a £450,000 Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) grant in 2016, thanks to money raised by National Lottery 
players, the Coniston Coppermine Valley has undergone significant conservation, a project which has been managed in 
partnership by Lake District National Park, land owners, Grizedale Arts, YHA Coniston Coppermines, Ruskin Museum and 
Cumbria Amenity Trust Mining History Society. 
 
Eleanor Kingston, Lake District National Park Strategy and Partnership Adviser, said: “We’re thrilled to see this project 
complete and so thankful to the National Lottery and the incredible support from locals which made this vital conservation 
project possible. 
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“Community engagement was key to this project and the involvement of local people has been greater than we could have 
hoped for; from the schools that have embraced the opportunity to teach their children about the local mining heritage, to 
the locals who have volunteered their time to take on various roles over the past two-years.” 
 
Leading literary figure turns talent on Lake District 
Internationally famed performance poet Tony Walsh has turned his towering talent to a Lakes’ epic. Reflecting On The Lakes 
is a celebration, released to coincide with the Lake District’s first anniversary as a World Heritage Site and its 67th birthday 
as a National Park. 
 
Presenting his work to a captivated crowd in August, the celebrated Manchester poet said he had been delighted by the 
commission and moved by people’s reactions. 

 
Lake District National Park Authority chief executive, Richard Leafe, added: “I was delighted to see the audience’s reaction to 
the film today. Tony Walsh has interpreted the passion and pride of those who live, work and visit the Lake District perfectly. 
 
“UNESCO World Heritage Site status has brought a fantastic platform to showcase the national park and we hope that this 
powerful piece of film will build on the status, inspiring everyone who watches it to help us protect and care for this special 
place.” 

 
Lake District marks first year as World Heritage Site 
One year on from the momentous day in Krakow when the English Lake District became a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the 
organisations behind the successful bid are celebrating the achievements to date and looking to the opportunities that lie 
ahead. 
 
On 9 July 2017 the Lake District joined some of the world’s most iconic locations, including Hadrian’s Wall and the Taj Mahal, 
receiving international acclaim as a world-class cultural landscape. This followed a bid for World Heritage Site (WHS) status 
which was driven by the 25 organisations that help manage the National Park through the Lake District National Park 
Partnership. 
 
Stephen Henwood, Chair of the Lake District National Park Partnership said: “We’re celebrating a fantastic first year of WHS 
status. It’s been encouraging to see businesses, farmers and residents starting to embrace the opportunities this inscription 
brings and seeing the influence it has already had on government funding and regional schemes. It’s just what we hoped for.” 
 

 
Sprinkling Tarn in the 
Lake District National 
Park. Photo credit: 
Drew Collins via 
unplash 
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“However, while we’ve set in place some strong foundations for the future, we must not be complacent about the action 
needed to grasp the potential benefits that World Heritage could bring. 
 
“We need to continue to work collectively to ensure the Lake District retains a greater relevance in the thinking of the UK 
government, using WHS to argue for support, both financial and policy, ranging from post-Brexit farming to support to the 
tourism sector. 
 
“I’d also like to see more local businesses and organisations use the new World Heritage brand in their marketing to raise 
their profile and drive new business. The inscription is not an automatic cash prize; it is an opportunity for us all.” 

 

New Forest National Park 

 
FRIENDS OF THE NEW FOREST 
Future of farming discussed 
Representatives from the Friends of the New Forest met recently with the Royal Arts Society’s (RSA) Head of Future Work 
Centre, Benedict Dellot, to discuss the RSA Food, Farming and Countryside Commission, which is currently considering how 
to achieve ‘a safe, secure, inclusive food and farming system for the UK, a flourishing rural economy and a sustainable and 
accessible countryside’. The working landscape of the New Forest, and pastoral system of commoning, was high on the 
agenda for the visit. 
 
Festival of walks 
The Friends of the New Forest recently hosted an event, as part of the New Forest National Parks Festival of Walks. The 
‘Walking Boots meet Welly-boots’ gave attendees an opportunity to have a bespoke guided walk and then meet Ann Sevier, 
local commoner and one of the stars of Channel 4’s recent documentary ‘A Year in the New Forest’. 
 
Friends of the New Forest seeks support from Verderers 
A representative of the Friends of the New Forest recently made a presentment to the Verderers of the New Forest asking 
for their support in opposing housing development contained within the New Forest District Council's Local Plan, which aims 
to build 10500 homes over ten years. 13 of 20 of their proposed strategic development sites are on Green Belt land.  The 
Friends of the New Forest are concerned that the New Forest is facing a generational threat that will adversely affect habitat, 
wildlife and livestock. 
 
The Verderers of the New Forest are one of the statutory bodies responsible for management and administration of the New 
Forest. 
 
NEW FOREST NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  
Over 1,000 respond to Future Forest consultation 
Over 1,000 individuals and organisations gave their views on how recreation should be managed in and around the 
New Forest National Park, with nearly 80% agreeing with the proposed actions. 
 
The Forestry Commission, Natural England, Hampshire County Council, New Forest District Council and the Verderers 
asked the National Park Authority to conduct the Future Forest consultation on behalf of the statutory bodies. 
 
The aim of the Future Forest consultation is to help decide how the Authority should: 
 

 protect the spectacular, yet fragile, wildlife-rich landscape that people come to see 

 manage recreation for local people and visitors 

 use limited resources wisely 
 
New Forest National Park Authority Chairman Oliver Crosthwaite-Eyre said: “We’re grateful to everyone who took 
the time to give us their thoughts on how we can best manage recreation in and around the Forest. Other 
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organisations tell us that they often receive only a few hundred responses to consultations so we’re really pleased 
with the level of response. 
 
“The fact that such a large majority of people support the actions means that were on the right track and shows how 
much people care for the New Forest. We are now going through the comments and we hope to come up with 
specific plans early next year showing how the actions will be carried out.” 
 
New Forest partners visit successful schemes to improve the National Park 
An innovative visitor centre on stilts, a wild play area and a river clean-up operation were some of the projects 
visited by representatives of organisations who care for the New Forest. 
 
The New Forest National Park Partnership Plan is up for review next year so over 50 people took the chance to visit 
some of the recent successes and begin to think what the partnership needs to do through its plan for the five years 
from 2020. 
 
The tour included a visit to a Grade II listed ice house being restored on the Beaulieu Estate by National Park 
archaeologists and volunteers; a project to protect and restore freshwater wildlife on the Beaulieu River; a wild play 
site at Holbury; road verges being protected at Exbury and wetland habitats being restored; and Hampshire County 
Council’s new restaurant and visitor centre The Lookout at Lepe Country Park. 
 
New Forest National Park Authority Chairman Oliver Crosthwaite-Eyre said: “The Forest’s rare wildlife and habitats, 
commoning culture, built environment and communities are consistently under threat. So it’s vital that people – in 
particular the younger generations – understand why this place is so special and that we work together pooling our 
skills and resources to ensure the Forest is fit to face the future. 
 
“The Partnership Plan is our guide where all the organisations decide what the key issues are that we need to tackle 
and importantly who is going to do what to ensure we make a difference. So it’s great to see the strides ahead we’ve 
already made, but there is much work still to be done.” 
 
Bumper year for Love the Forest scheme 
August saw people and businesses who ‘Love The Forest’ come out in force to help fund projects to keep the New 
Forest special for years to come. The Love the Forest visitor gift scheme encourages visitors to donate or adds a 
pound to their hotel, restaurant bills, or product sales which are then given out in community grants for 
conservation and education projects. Last financial year nearly £28,000 was raised. 
 
Over 30 businesses are taking part, including Greenclose Hotels (the Montagu Arms Hotel, Beaulieu, and Careys 
Manor, Brockenhurst) which has raised nearly £20,000 since 2007; New Forest Ice Cream which has raised £2,500 
through sales of peach melba ice cream since 2013; and the Balmer Lawn Hotel, Brockenhurst, which raised £30,000 
over eight years. 
 
The scheme is part of the New Forest Trust charity and is administered with help from the New Forest National Park 
Authority. Grants of up to £5,000 are available and more organisations are encouraged to apply. Calshot Nature Club 
is one of the projects to benefit from a recent Love The Forest grant. 
 
Club leader Viv Drake said the £720 funding provided after-school sessions for families to help them learn more 
about New Forest habitats, wildlife and the commoning system. Visits included meeting a Forest keeper, seeing 
charcoal made at Pondhead Community Woodland in Lyndhurst and exploring the reptile centre near Lyndhurst. 
 
Nearly 20 adults and children attend the club. Viv said: “The sessions are very informal and hands-on. The families 
say they always learn something and really enjoy it and look forward to coming each week. 
 
“If we understand the New Forest we’re more aware of how to look after it – like why you don’t have fires and don’t 
fly drones on the Forest – and can pass this on to other people too.” 
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Northumberland National Park 

 
NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
The Prince of Wales visits The Sill: National Landscape Discovery Centre  

During September, Northumberland National Park Authority welcomed The Prince of Wales on a special visit to 

commemorate the official opening of The Sill: National Landscape Discovery Centre on Hadrian’s Wall. 

His Royal Highness was given a guided tour of the award-winning building, which includes an 86-bed Youth Hostel 

operated by YHA (England and Wales). The Sill is the UK’s first dedicated National Landscape Discovery Centre and 

the result of a pioneering partnership between Northumberland National Park Authority, YHA (England and Wales), 

and funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) through a £7.8 million grant made possible by National Lottery 

players. 

To mark his visit, The Prince of Wales unveiled a special commemorative stone on the Centre’s Whin Sill grassland 

roof, and took time to enjoy the iconic view of the Hadrian’s Wall UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

Since opening to the public in July 2017, the Centre has rapidly become one of the region’s leading visitor 

attractions, welcoming over 170,000 visitors and performing well ahead of the National Park Authority’s original 

projections in just 12 months. 

During the tour, His Royal Highness met with local school children from St Agnes School in Ryton and Henshaw 

Primary School in Bardon Mill, along with several Sill project partners and local stakeholders. 

 

The Prince of Wales unveiling a commemorative stone on the roof of The Sill. Photo credit: Northumberland National 

Park Authority. 
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The Sill schools programme is a hit with young learners 

Northumberland National Park’s pilot educational programme targeting primary and middle schools across 

Northumberland and Tyne & Wear has introduced over 2,000 youngsters to the landscapes, history and habitats of 

the Park. 

 

School pupils during a recent visit to The Sill Dark Skies Exhibition. Photo credit: Northumberland National Park 

Authority. 

The Sill: National Landscape Discovery Centre Partner Schools Programme combined classroom learning with a range 

of workshops connected to nature, history, arts and conservation. The sessions were delivered both in school and 

within the National Park by a dedicated team at the National Park Authority, and have led to the development of a 

learning programme open to all schools.  

Following research around the National Curriculum, the Partner Schools Programme utilised Northumberland 

National Park’s landscapes to provide enhanced learning opportunities to schools from rural and urban locations 

across the region. The sessions were designed to connect and inspire a new generation of landscape and nature 

enthusiasts. 

Eight schools volunteered to work with the National Park to develop the pilot sessions; this development work was 

sponsored by the Sir James Knott Trust through a £10k donation. The initiative forms part of Northumberland 

National Park Authority’s pledge that every child from a school in the county has an opportunity to visit the National 

Park as part of their education. Teachers also benefitted through a CPD workshop designed as part of teacher 

training. 

Rachel Baron, Sill Learning Officer, explains: “Research suggests that by participating in learning outside the 

classroom, pupils and students can achieve improved outcomes, such as higher levels of achievement, motivation, 

personal development and self-confidence.  
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“Learning through contact with the natural word is powerful and enduring. We have some of the best landscapes 

and natural and cultural heritage on our doorstep in Northumberland, which should inspire and enrich our young 

people’s learning.  The educational and personal development benefits to youngsters connecting with the outdoors 

are limitless so we need to get connected.”  

 

Northumberland National Park sees star potential with ‘Big Dipper’ campaign 

Photo caption: Stargazing event in 

Northumberland National Park. 

The ‘Big Dipper’ campaign, which 

officially launched in October, is an 

innovation by the Dark Sky 

Alliance, a national group made up 

of conservationists, astronomers 

and tourist operators, including a 

number of National Parks, who all 

have an interest in protecting our 

night skies from excess light 

pollution. Northumberland 

National Park Authority is 

supporting the campaign in a bid to 

conserve the North East’s starry 

dark skies. 

Northumberland National Park has 

been hailed as “one of the best 

places in England” to enjoy the beauty of the night sky. Designated in 2013, the gold tier Northumberland 

International Dark Sky Park covers 572 square miles of the North East, including almost all of the National Park, 

making it Europe’s largest area of protected night sky. 

“We are incredibly proud of our dark skies,” said Duncan Wise, Visitor Development and Marketing Manager at 

Northumberland National Park Authority. 

“The Big Dipper campaign aims to celebrate our pristine skies by raising their profile and making people aware of the 

part they can play, no matter how small, to help conserve them. In recent years, there has been a significant increase 

the use of LED flood lighting being installed on the sides of houses, barns and industrial buildings, right across the 

Northumberland International Dark Sky Park, as well as in other rural areas. 

“Many of these LED lights, especially those installed incorrectly can emit an intense white light which ruins our view 

of the heavens. Through the Big Dipper campaign, we are asking people to ensure that the lights around their 

properties point down and are fully shielded, only illuminating the areas they need or brighter than necessary.” 

To help landowners in and around the Northumberland International Dark Sky Park to convert to dark sky-friendly 

lighting in line with the campaign, Northumberland National Park is also offering grants through its Small Grants 

Fund to help businesses cover the cost of replacing their existing outdoor floodlights with shielded ambient lighting. 

Northumberland National Park is also hosting a number of dark skies events as part of its winter event programme. 

These include family-focused astronomy sessions, stargazing events, astrophotography courses, meteor shower 

watches and much more. 
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North York Moors National Park 

 
NORTH YORKSHIRE MOORS ASSOCIATION 
AGM 2018  
The North Yorkshire Moors Association held their 2018 AGM in June, on what was also the launch day for the History Tree 
Book published by the Association earlier this year. The introduction to the launch of the book was given by Association 
President Ian Carstairs OBE.  
 
The History Tree Project was started by Albert Elliot in 2007 following the felling of an iconic copper beech tree which was a 
feature of the front of Danby Lodge, a former shooting lodge which was opened as a National Park visitor centre in 1976. The 
book records local and national events which took place during the life of the tree. It is linked to a steel plate shaped from 
the bole of the tree and etched with names and events which appear in the book. The plate is located at the site of the tree. 
 
There are over thirty contributing authors covering the collection of essays on the history and heritage of the North York 
Moors National Park and adjacent areas. “The History Tree, Moments in the Lifetime of a Memorable Tree” was funded by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund and other grants and has been distributed to all the primary schools within the National Park. It is 
available from the Association for £7.50 (P&P £2.50) details on the website. www.north-yorkshire-moors.org.uk  
 
Turtle Dove Project 
The guest speaker at the AGM was Richard Baines who is the Turtle Dove Project Officer at the National Park. His appointment 
is supported by Heritage Lottery, Forestry Commission, Howardian Hills AONB, RSPB and the North and East Yorkshire 
Ecological Data Centre. His talk highlighted the incredible life of the smallest European Dove and the population decline of 
this bird by 95%.  
 
The turtle dove is a migrant bird which travels from Africa to the North York Moors in the spring and returns in September, a 
round trip of 11,000km. His talk illustrated the reasons for the decline including large scale hunting in southern Europe, loss 
of habitat in this country and in particular the seeds of the fumitory plant which formed an important part of their diet. 
Richard explained that last year they conducted the first ever large scale survey within the project area of 100,000 hectares. 
They recorded 50 and in the rest of the north of England there are probably fewer than 70 pairs which is an indication of how 
important the North Yorkshire project area is. 
 
Planning Issues and Sirius Mine 
The North Yorkshire Moors Association are delighted to report that the appeal against the refusal by the National Park 
Authority to allow an airfield development at South Moor Farm was dismissed by the Planning inspector following the appeal 
hearing at the end of January. Importantly in his decision the letter inspector disagreed with the previous appeal decision by 
saying that in his view the comings and goings of the aircraft would be bound to affect the tranquillity of the area. He also 
agreed with the previous appeal decisions that the proposed development would have a harmful impact on the protected 
bird species, nightjar, turtle dove, goshawk and honey buzzard. 
 
Sirius Minerals has had to announce that it has underestimated the cost of the mineral transport system by $400-$600 million. 
This means that the company have to raise $3.6 billion for stage two capital development which includes the 34km long 
tunnel. Subsequent to this and a critical report in the Financial Times the Sirius shares fell sharply in September and remain 
well down. Another planning application described as non-material has been submitted for changes at the mine head site. 
This is for the installation and operation of a liquefied natural gas plant to supply four gas turbine generators to provide an 
additional source of energy to the site of 6MW of power. This is one of a number of changes from the original plans. 
 
NORTH YORK MOORS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
National Parks boost health and wellbeing, report finds 
Exciting new research carried out by academics at the University of York shows that for every £1 invested by the government, 
the North York Moors National Park generates approximately £7.21 of health and well-being benefits for visitors and 
volunteers. 
 

http://www.north-yorkshire-moors.org.uk/
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The North York Moors is one of 10 National Parks in England, each of which receives a grant from the government. Until now, 
the return on investment for the government in terms of the health and well-being of people using National Parks has not 
been calculated. This research therefore marks a crucial first step in understanding how National Parks can best measure the 
true impact they have. 
 
Philip Linsley, Deputy Dean and Professor of Accounting and Risk at the University of York, who co-authored the report, said: 
“This initial analysis only looked at the health and well-being outcomes for volunteers and visitors to the National Park, and 
only activities funded through the National Park Grant from Defra. As a result, other groups who may experience benefits, 
such as school children, and activities funded through grant schemes fell outside the scope of this report. This means that 
the value of £7.21 is likely to be an under-estimate.” 
 
To read the full report, please visit www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/healthandwellbeing  
 
Royal mark of approval  
An exceptional apprenticeship scheme in the North York Moors National Park has been honoured with a prestigious 2018 
Princess Royal Training Award. The National Park Authority now stands alongside 47 other UK companies - including John 
Lewis, GSK and the Royal Air Force – that have each been recognised for their outstanding training and development 
programmes.  
 
The North York Moors National Park launched its apprenticeship programme in 2002, with a small team of environmental 
conservation apprentices. Since this time, the scheme has supported 120 young people to become ‘job ready’, directly 
addressing local skills shortages through their training and development programme. The Authority now employs 17 
apprentices across business administration, tourism and conservation, making up 14% of total staff.  
 
Ian Nicholls, Head of Corporate Services at the National Park Authority said: “We are delighted to be recognised for our 
commitment to providing outstanding training for young people, something almost every member of Staff at the Authority 
is involved with in some way.  
 
“Having apprentices employed in such a wide range of roles has contributed to a more vibrant and innovative working 
environment. They are as important as any other employee, and make a huge contribution to our ability to protect and 
conserve the beautiful North York Moors.” 
 
Cleveland Way National Trail 50th Anniversary 
The North York Moors National Park is home to the nation's favourite national trail, the Cleveland Way. The 109-mile-long 
route meanders through dramatic coastline and heather moorland, whilst offering stunning views of impressive castle ruins, 
ancient stone crosses and fishing villages tucked into tiny coves, it really does have it all!  
 
2019 marks the 50th anniversary of the Cleveland Way and you can join the celebrations with a series of events, walks, talks, 
competitions and exhibitions planned. A Cleveland Way dedicated walking festival, WalkFest 2019 (25-27 May 2019), where 
all routes will be themed around the National Trail, will open with a special anniversary walk on 24 May following one of its 
most popular stretches from Helmsley to Rievaulx Abbey. Other events include the ‘109 Miles’ exhibition at the Inspired by... 
gallery in Danby (11 May-9 June 2019), featuring works by the Cleveland Way’s official artist, Debbie Loane, as well as the 
Redcar and Cleveland Walking Festival and a film competition. 
 
The Cleveland Way was the second National Trail to open and was launched on 24 May 1969. It runs in a horseshoe loop 
across much of the North York Moors National Park between Helmsley and Filey.  
To find out more, please visit: https://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/cleveland-way 
 
  
 

 
 

http://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/healthandwellbeing
https://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/cleveland-way
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Peak District National Park 

 
FRIENDS OF THE PEAK DISTRICT 
Friends of the Peak District speak out about Management Plan 
A National Park’s Management Plan is its most important document; through it a wide range of partners collaborate to fulfil 
National Park purposes. Friends of the Peak District therefore welcomed the opportunities to participate in development of 
the Peak District National Park Management Plan (NPMP), with one of our trustees Les Sturch invited to join the NPMP 
Advisory Group. The Plan, approved this summer, identified six areas of impact on the Park’s special qualities where the 
Authority with its partners ‘could add the greatest value to existing work or drive forward bold new agendas’.  

 
Friends of the Peak District felt that, disappointingly, the delivery plan lacked such ambition, particularly with respect to 
climate change where it failed to proactively reduce carbon. They have not highlighted any intention to establish a baseline 
of carbon emissions and calculate the potential options for meeting reductions in line with national targets, in ways that are 
appropriate to conserving and enhancing the special qualities. Actions for mitigation such as maximising hydro power, advice 
about energy efficiency, land management to decrease soil erosion and emissions, woodland planting, and more visitors 
arriving by train, are also missing from the plan.  

 
Honouring Green Belt heroes 
In late October, members and VIPs, including the Lord Lieutenant of South Yorkshire, the Master Cutler, our President Dame 
Fiona Reynolds, and CPRE Chief Executive Crispin Truman, met to celebrate the restoration of the graves of our founder, Ethel 
Haythornthwaite and her husband Gerald, the ‘power duo’ behind the towering achievements of Friends of the Peak District 
in the twentieth century. It was fitting to do this at Crookes cemetery, overlooking Rivelin Valley and Sheffield’s Green Belt, 
which they helped to create and protect. 

 
Together they ran CPRE in Sheffield for just over seventy years, from its inception as the Sheffield Association for the 
Protection of Local Scenery, becoming part of CPRE in 1927 and finally taking over responsibility for all of South Yorkshire in 
1990. By that time Ethel had died (1986) and Gerald followed her in 1995. Truly the end of an era. Despite local and national 
honours, their roles as conservation heroes of Sheffield and the Peak – being the main force behind the establishment of the 
Green Belt (in 1938) and the Peak District National Park (in 1951) – is now forgotten by many.  

 
In recent years, their graves – part of the Ward family plot (Ethel was the daughter of famed Sheffield industrialist Thomas 
W Ward) had also been neglected and were in woeful need of repair. Former staff and trustees had become concerned but 
it took campaigning journalist, David France, to get the story on the front page of The Star, to spark an appeal – ably run by 
former staff Jean Smart and Jean Hodgkinson – to restore the graves. 

 
The day was a fantastic opportunity for all those touched by their lives, including a good number of the Ward and 
Haythornthwaite families, to celebrate their work. TW Ward, a former Master Cutler, whose industry and thus family wealth 
was able to enable the work of the branch, including purchasing threatened land were also celebrated. Friends of the Peak is 
very proud to involve the modern company TW Ward CNC in the project and have them sponsor the fabulous plaque that 
marked the public appeal and restoration. 

 
New Chief Executive 
The new Chief Executive of Friends of the Peak District (and CPRE South Yorkshire) is Tomo Thompson. Tomo lives in Sheffield 
and has been walking, climbing, cycling and running in the Peak District (and in many places around the world) for a fair while. 
He is a retired Army Officer, and has commercial interests in change and project management. He also teaches outdoor 
pursuits, and is a trustee of several other Peak District based charities. 

 
 

PEAK DISTRICT NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
Reducing our carbon footprint 
Under the Climate Change Act 2008, the UK has a target to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at least 80% by 
2050. 
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In 2009, the Peak District National Park Authority took the decision to reduce carbon emissions that result from its 
work. Ten years on and PDNPA has reduced its total annual output of carbon by 29% – from 946 tonnes to 673 
tonnes – a 273 tonnes reduction (equivalent to emissions from driving a car 940,000 miles). There has been a 
financial saving of almost £150,000 when measured against a ‘business as usual’ scenario too. 
 

The reduced emissions were achieved by a number of 
measures, including, at head office: improving insulation, 
using energy efficient lighting and heating controls, making 
improvements to IT, and installing solar panels and a 
biomass boiler. In tenanted properties, mostly traditional, 
old stone buildings, they installed insulation and efficient 
heating systems, including two ground source heat pumps 
and three biomass boilers. Lower emission pool cars, 
planning journeys and co-ordinating work more efficiently 
achieved a 37% reduction in carbon output just from 
transport. 
 
 

 
The Authority continues to look for lower carbon options, making sure projects and policies take into account 
climate change impacts, and they are about to get an electric pool car. 
 
New youth group for local teens to experience Peak District National Park 
A new Peak District junior ranger group has been set up to give local young people the opportunity to learn vital 
conservation skills in the heart of the UK’s first National Park. With a special focus on moorland habitats and their 
vital benefits, this free group for 11 to 18 year olds will meet once a month starting in January, at the Moorland 
Centre in Edale; the home of the Moors for the Future Partnership. 
 
Moorland junior rangers will get unique opportunities to explore the surrounding moorlands and record what they 
find, learn navigation skills and how to survey plants and animals. 
 

 
Junior rangers look for bug life. Photo credit: Peak District National Park Authority. 
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The seasonal programme will help young people develop teamwork and social skills as well as practical abilities 
involved in gathering data in the natural world, identifying species and working safely. Their conservation work will 
help look after the special qualities of the Peak District National Park and junior rangers will be encouraged to 
achieve the John Muir Award. 
 
The new group is a welcome addition to the five current Peak District junior ranger programmes across the National 
Park in Millers Dale, Marsh Farm (near Tittesworth Reservoir), Eastern Moors, Longdendale, and Dovestones. 
 
Mend Our Mountains: Great Ridge and Cut Gate 
The BMC’s Mend Our Mountains: Make One Million campaign partnership with National Parks, aims to repair two 
routes in the Peak District National Park: a 1km section of the Great Ridge hilltop footpath that runs between Mam 
Tor and Losehill, and the Cut Gate bridleway – one of the UK’s best single-track mountain bike routes.  
 
With £80,000 raised of the target £210,000 (£140,000 Great Ridge, £70,000 Cut Gate), the push is on to raise more. 
The BMC has organised a national crowdfunding drive and external funding opportunities are being chased too 
including the European Outdoor Conservation Association (EOCA) which shortlisted Cut Gate for an award and needs 
public votes online to win. 
 
Great Ridge in the Peak District. Photo credit: Peak District National Park Authority. 
 
 

 
The Oglesby Charitable Trust, which supports projects which have a positive social and environmental impact in the 
north west of England, has granted £40,000 for the Great Ridge. Mountain bikers raised £468 towards Cut Gate 
when they completed a 31-mile Steel Valley Ride. And, Peak Horsepower’s trek raised £250.  
Businesses are also getting involved with a local microbrewery, Peak Ales, brewing a Great Ridge Ale and donating 
10p from every bottle sold to the campaign. 
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National Park staff have also been raising money to help – two employees cycled 340km around the PDNP boundary 
in 4 days raising over £500, others have taken part in sponsored runs and cycle rides, and held a cake sale. 
www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/donate.  
 

 
 

Pembrokeshire Coast National Park 

 
FRIENDS OF PEMBROKESHIRE COAST NATIONAL PARK  
St Brides Pump House 
Twenty years ago, the Friends started a major project, in conjunction with the National Park Authority, to restore the St Brides 
Pump House as a visitor and interpretation centre.  Work was completed in 2002 and, since then, the Pump House has been 
open all year round as an important reminder of Pembrokeshire’s past.  The Friends have continued to keep the Pump House 
tidy and the pump equipment was restored to working order in 2008, but the site is now in need of significant refurbishment. 

The Pump House sits just above the beach at St Brides Haven and was built in 
1913 to provide nearby St Brides Castle with fresh water.  Beneath the Pump 
House is a reservoir, fed by a spring, from which water was pumped by a 
petrol/paraffin-fuelled Tangye engine, located in the Pump House, for over half 
a mile and from sea level to a height of 185 feet.  Used until the late 1960’s, the 
Pump House eventually became redundant and slipped towards dereliction.   
 
We are now seeking to renovate the building, replace interpretation boards and 
carry out a further phase of restoration on the historic pump machinery.  Recent 
repair work means that water is again flowing through the original pipework. 
 
This year, the Friends have run four public demonstrations of the Tangye engine 
through the summer and autumn and it is planned to continue monthly events 
in 2019 in parallel with the renovation. 
  
Chris Taylor of FPCNP supervising the 90 year old Tangye engine. 
 
 
 

Lost words to inspire the next generation 

http://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/donate
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The Friends, working alongside the West Wales Children’s Book Group, will be 
delivering a copy of The Lost Words, the award-winning book by Robert 
Macfarlane and Pembrokeshire-based artist Jackie Morris, to each of the 58 
primary schools in Pembrokeshire.   
  
The Lost Words, published a year ago to great acclaim, is a large A3 format 
book, celebrating twenty iconic animals and plants through poetry and 
fantastic illustrations which have captivated children and adults alike.  It 
reflects the author’s concerns that common nature words such as bluebell, 
conker, and kingfisher are slipping out of children’s vocabulary as their lives 
become more urban and their relationship with the natural world diminished.   
Across the UK, public campaigns have been successful in raising funds to get 
the book into schools.  In Wales these have been coordinated through a social 
media campaign, #AcornIsToWood, of which the Pembrokeshire initiative has 
been a part.   
 
To help teachers and parents to inspire children using the book, Eva John, 
Adviser for Basic Skills and Literacy at Pembrokeshire County Council and 
chairman of the West Wales Children’s Book Group, has produced additional 
materials, available via the John Muir Trust. These include The Lost Words 
Explorer’s Guide, printed copies of which will also be provided to 
Pembrokeshire’s schools.   

Lost words by Robert Macfarlane and Jackie Morris. 
 
PEMBROKESHIRE COAST NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  
National Park heathland bedding boost for farmers and biodiversity 
The Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority is making farmers aware of an opportunity to use heather and 
gorse from Pembrokeshire’s heathlands as animal bedding over the winter as a cheaper alternative to straw. 
The work to cut the vegetation also improves the structure, quality and biodiversity of the heathland and gives 
livestock the opportunity to graze previously overgrown areas. 
 
Park Authority Farm Conservation Officer, Geraint Jones said: “This is the first time we have offered the material to 
farmers, although it has been used successfully by the National Trust at Southwood Farm near Newgale, as well as by 
farmers on the Llyn Peninsula and Anglesey. 
“The heathland bedding was recently displayed by Park Authority staff at the Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue 
Service stand at the Pembrokeshire County Show, with many farmers showing an interest in the idea. Although this 
does not solve the winter bedding issues faced by farmers due to the price of straw, we hope it can be a useful 
contribution.” 
 
Harvesting the heather and gorse from the heathland also reduces the fuel load and the risk of wildfires. This 
opportunity ties in with the work the National Park Authority undertakes as one of the partners of the 
Pembrokeshire Wildlife Group. 
 
The National Park Authority cuts fire breaks annually to help graziers burn vegetation safely and in a controlled 
manner. Cutting this additional vegetation will add to these wildfire defences. 
 
Pembrokeshire Coast first National Park in Wales to be awarded Bee Friendly status 
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park is the first National Park in Wales to be awarded Bee Friendly status as part of 
the Welsh Government scheme which promotes the vital role of pollinating insects in Wales’ ecosystems. The 
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority changed the management of several grassland sites it owns to create 
flower-rich habitats suitable for a wide range of pollinators, including bees, butterflies, beetles and hoverflies. 
 
The Authority’s Biodiversity Officer Sarah Mellor said: “Working towards the Bee Friendly Award has shown the 
importance of conservation work the National Park Authority undertakes to promote pollinators and their positive 
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benefits on wildlife habitats. We also want to encourage people to enjoy our meadows at Carew Castle, Skrinkle 
Haven, Minwear Picnic Site, St David’s Airfield and Porthgain. 
 

 
 
Bee friendly meadows in the Pembrokeshire Coast. Photo credit: Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority. 
 
The Welsh Government funded Bee Friendly/Caru Gwenyn scheme included assessment of the Authority’s 
development of the established sites, and the training and education of volunteers and the public around the 
benefits of establishing and maintaining these special wildflower sites. 
 
Minister for Environment, Hannah Blythyn, said: “It’s great to see the work being done by the Pembrokeshire Coast 
National Park Authority being recognised and I hope Bee-friendly/Caru Gwenyn will result in many more areas of 
Wales joining the scheme and supporting our insect pollinators.” 
 
For more information about the Welsh Government’s Bee Friendly/Caru Gwenyn scheme visit 
www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Wales-Action-Plan-for-Pollinators and click on ‘Bee Friendly’ page. 
 
Ribbon cut at Castell Henllys’ new roundhouse 
A project to reconstruct an authentic Celtic roundhouse at Castell Henllys Iron Age Village concluded with the official 
opening of the new Cook House on June 21. Castell Henllys is the only Iron Age Village in Britain to have been 
reconstructed on the exact site where an Iron Age fort stood 2,000 years ago. 
 
National Park Authority Community Archaeologist, Delun Gibby said: “During the rebuilding process we were met 
with countless challenges, including wind, rain, snow and what seemed like an endless amount of mud.” 
Work to dismantle the original Cook House began in 2016 when it had reached the end of its effective working life, 
having been rebuilt in 1981. 
 
A team of archaeologists then studied the remains of the roundhouse, before building work started in August 2017, 
with National Park Authority Wardens installing the internal supports, internal ring beam and outer wall uprights for 
the new structure. The task of wattle and daubing the walls began in February and was completed by volunteers 
from Coleg Plas Dwbl, Clynfyw Care Farm, Pembrokeshire College, the National Park Authority’s Pathways project, 
National Park Voluntary Wardens and local people. 

http://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/Wales-Action-Plan-for-Pollinators
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The roof was then completed by thatcher Jonathan Botterell, which left the final task of decorating the interior. 
The project was funded by the National Park Authority. 
 
 

Snowdonia National Park 

 
SNOWDONIA SOCIETY 
Helping Hands wins national award 
Snowdonia Society’s Helping Hands award took away a Highly Commended Prize and a £500 grant from Campaign for 
National Park’s Park Protector Award. The project, which is using volunteers to tackle issues facing the National Park, including 
path erosion and invasive species, was awarded the prize in a parliamentary reception in October.  
 
Campaign for National Park’s president, Caroline Quentin presented the award to the Snowdonia Society, saying: “The 
Snowdonia Society can be so proud of their work and I am delighted to see them receive the Highly Commended prize.  
 
“The National Parks are important national assets and projects such as Helping Hands are great examples of why we should 
all be getting out and enjoying these beautiful areas of countryside.” 

 
SNOWDONIA NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
Wales' Celtic Rainforests to be restored 
Thanks to European and Welsh Government funding, this autumn will mark the start of a new chapter for Wales’ Celtic 
rainforests which are currently in an unfavourable condition. Through the eradication of invasive alien plant species and the 
implementation of proactive management the aim is to bring these woodlands back to their former fertile state. 
 
Celtic rainforests, which are mainly found in the UK, are considered of European importance owing to their open structure, 
and the mild and humid conditions within them that provide a perfect habitat for a wealth of vegetation. The woodlands are 
currently in an unfavourable condition and are continuing to deteriorate. The spread of the Rhododendron ponticum is 
primarily responsible for the deterioration because it alters the soil condition, prevents sunlight from reaching the woodland 
floor, and outcompetes and suppresses the regeneration of native vegetation. Other factors that affect the woodlands are 
over or under grazing, lack of management and atmospheric nitrogen pollution. 
 
Four areas within Wales, including Snowdonia, Cwm Einion, Cwm Doethie and the Elan Valley, will benefit from funding by 
the EU LIFE programme, the Welsh Government’s Green Infrastructure Capital Grant and other partners to address these 
issues. The Snowdonia National Park Authority will lead the project on behalf of its partners that include RSPB Cymru, Natural 
Resources Wales, Welsh Water, the Woodland Trust, and the National Trust. The €9.5 million project will run between August 
2018 and July 2025. 
 
The project’s main aim is to improve the habitat of lower plant assemblage such as mosses and liverworts within these 
woodlands by tackling the issue of invasive species, especially the Rhododendron ponticum, that threaten the conservation 

status of the woodlands. The project will also develop active management of the woodland including demonstrating active 
grazing and woodland restoration techniques which in turn will improve habitat condition, demonstrate best practice, 
increase resilience and enhance the woodlands’ ecosystem function. 
 
The Environment Minister, Hannah Blythyn, said: “Woodlands are a valued natural asset to us here in Wales. They’re vital to 
our environment, protecting against flooding, improving our air quality and providing shelter for livestock. I congratulate the 
Snowdonia National Park Authority and RSPB Cymru on their successful project which is now one of three projects in Wales 
receiving money from the EU LIFE programme.  The project aims to improve the condition of key woodlands in Wales 
significantly, helping us meet our European and international obligations for biodiversity and deliver important social and 
economic benefits for local communities.” 

 
Postcards and leaflets celebrate Dolgellau's special townscape 
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August saw the launch of a new leaflet and a series of postcards celebrating the unique townscape of Dolgellau. Striking 
illustrations of the town’s buildings, which feature on the postcards and leaflet, were drawn by Coleg Meirion Dwyfor art 
students. The leaflet and postcards, developed in collaboration by the Dolgellau Townscape Heritage Project and the 
Dolgellau Partnership, were published to celebrate and raise awareness of the town’s special heritage. The leaflet provides 
details of two walking routes which will lead walkers around the most notable buildings, as well as the number of calories 
burned on each route! 
 
Community engagement is an important aspect of the Dolgellau Townscape Heritage Project, and to this end two members 
of the Dolgellau Partnership were appointed to work with the Project Officer on the initiative. The Art Department of Coleg 
Meirion Dwyfor was also approached, giving two foundation course students, Abigail Winter and Dafydd Manzini-Hughes, 
the opportunity to work to a brief to design the leaflet and produce illustrations of the town’s buildings. 
 
The postcards and leaflet can be purchased from local shops and hotels, with income generated from sales going towards 
further heritage projects. The initiative was funded by the Dolgellau Townscape Heritage Project which is administrated by 
the Snowdonia National Park Authority. 

 
Hot and dry spell increased risk of summer wild fires in the countryside 
Over summer Snowdonia became one of the hottest places in the UK. At one point Porthmadog on the outskirts of the 
Park, broke the record for the highest recorded temperature of the year. With the earth dry as a bone, Snowdonia 
National Park Authority officers appealed to the public to take extra care not to start a fire in Snowdonia’s countryside. 
 
As well as the obvious risk to life and property, wild fires have a catastrophic effect on wildlife, woodlands and 
vegetation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

South Downs National Park 

 
SOUTH DOWNS SOCIETY  
A27 Arundel bypass 
The application for a Judicial Review made by the South Downs National Park Authority and others has been granted.  The 
permitting QC decided that it could be argued that "something went clearly and radically wrong with the consultation 
following which Highways England had decided upon Option 5A as their preferred route". 
 
The preferred route will take a dual carriageway over the lower Arun Valley with a new bridge across the river, pass through 
the villages of Tortington and Binstead, infringe the National Park, and destroy a tract of ancient woodland.  Subsequently 
Highways England has proposed a second round of consultation in the Spring. 
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Stile replacement  
Following the Society's £10,000 investment and matched funding from the National Park Trust, the first kissing gate will be 
installed alongside the River Rother (not to be confused with the eastern Rother through Rye) at Woolbeding near Midhurst.   
With the replacement of the one stile on the route by a kissing gate access will be easier for less mobile walkers.   The beautiful 
countryside through which the Rother winds is within the Western Weald whose inclusion in the National Park had to be 
fought for at a second public inquiry in 2008. 
 
New society president  
The Society has expressed its gratitude to Baroness Andrews, who has now decided to stand down from the post of President.   
Her designated successor is Baroness Jones of Whitchurch, the Labour Shadow Environment Minister in the House of Lords.   
Baroness Jones lives in Brighton and has great enthusiasm for the South Downs.   She will be formally nominated for election 
at the Society's next AGM in May.       
 
SOUTH DOWNS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
Work begins on developing next priorities for South Downs National Park 
Conservation and heritage organisations, rural economy representatives, water companies, farming groups and volunteer 
networks are just some of the groups being asked to help set out the priorities for the South Downs National Park for the 
next five years and the practical action they will take to help achieve them. The work is part of a five-year review of the 
Partnership Management Plan for the National Park. 
  
The first South Downs National Park Partnership Management Plan was published by the National Park Authority in 2014 
following extensive consultation. The plan sets out a shared vision for how the SDNPA and the partner organisations would 
like the National Park to be in the future and identified the key priorities for how they would work together over five years 
to achieve this. It’s now time to put together an action plan for the next five years. 
  
Margaret Paren, Chair of the South Downs National Park Authority, said: “The Partnership Management Plan is about 
conservation and enhancement not preservation. In setting priorities for the next five years we must do all we can to respond 
to both the opportunities and challenges that face this wonderful living, working landscape to keep it thriving.” 
  
Local businesses invited to join National Park’s ‘Visit, Give, Protect’ community 
A new scheme bringing local businesses together to encourage customers who love the South Downs National Park to make 
donations to support it is being launched after the success of a pilot by Deans Place Hotel in Alfriston. 
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Since May 2018 Deans Place Hotel have asked guests to add an optional donation of £2 onto their bill as part of the South 
Downs National Park Trust’s ‘Visit, Give, Protect’ pilot. They have found that guests are happy to support the landscapes that 
they are visiting and have already raised an impressive £1,394 for the new charity. 
  
James Dopson from Deans Place Hotel, said: “We know our visitors care about the National Park’s special landscapes and 
we’re proud to show them that we do too. With just a £2 voluntary donation from each booking we can help to make a lasting 
difference to the environment, wildlife and communities of the South Downs.” 
  
The South Downs National Park Trust is a new charity is supported by the National Park Authority who are covering the Trust’s 
core costs for the first three years, meaning all funds raised can be focused on important projects within the National Park. 
  
Farmers tell their stories in the South Downs National Park 
Visitors to the South Downs National Park are getting a unique insight into the lives of six local farmers thanks to an innovative 
trail of ‘watching & listening posts’ linked to short films about their work. Twelve posts have been placed along the South 
Downs Way national trail. Simply holding a phone (with NFC function switched on) over a picture on the post reveals a short 
film introducing the person responsible for caring for and working on that stretch of land. 
  
The films, supported by the South Downs National Park Authority, are the brainchild of 24 local farmers working together as 
the Arun to Adur Farm Cluster. Nature doesn’t recognise farm boundaries so together the farmers are supporting endangered 
birds such as the lapwing, grey partridge and skylark. The area is also a focus for bringing the very rare Duke of Burgundy 
butterfly back from the brink of extinction. 
  
Dominic Gardner, who farms at Lee Farm in Angmering, said: “We want to introduce ourselves to the people who enjoy 
spending time here and end the perception that farmers are old-fashioned or unapproachable. Being a farmer makes you 
very aware that we’re only here for a short time but what we do can have a massive impact. I want to run a business producing 
great, healthy food and helping wildlife to thrive but we can only do this if people support us.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yorkshire Dales National Park 

 
FRIENDS OF THE DALES 
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Barn conversion concerns 
The Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority has recently 
relaxed the policies governing the conversion of traditional 
farm buildings, which concerned us given the potential 
impact on the landscape of inappropriate development of 
these iconic features of the Dales. More worryingly for 
Friends of the Dales now, the planning committee are 
approving applications that are outside of this more relaxed 
policy framework, in a recent case against the 
recommendation of their officers and having been warned 
by their legal counsel that such approval could likely be 
challenged successfully in court.  
 
The case involved a barn for which a 33% increase of 
internal floor space and the use of significant glazing was 
proposed. The policy requires alterations to the building ‘to 
be the minimum necessary and sensitive to the traditional 
character and appearance of the building and not adversely 
affect the immediate or wider landscape’ and ‘the building 
must be capable of conversion requiring no more than 
minor structural work, the extent of which would not 
compromise the historic character of the building’. The 
proposal does not, in our view, comply with these criteria. Our concern is that such decisions will set a precedent leading to 
a very detrimental and cumulative impact on the landscape of the NP. 
 
Campaign for National Parks kindly assisted us in gaining pro bono counsel opinion on the possibility of mounting a legal 
challenge. Though the chances were judged better than even we decided, reluctantly, not to proceed given the cost 
implication. We have asked the Authority to make all members aware of our concerns and to review the current policy on 
the conversion of traditional farm buildings. This review will happen, but only as a part of a wider review which may take 
several years to be undertaken, by which time, we fear, much damage may be done to the landscape. 
  
Developments on the border of the National Park 
Two proposed developments just outside of the National Park boundary have given us cause for concern resulting in Friends 
of the Dales’ objection to the applications. Disappointingly for Friends of the Dales, the Authority has not objected to either 
of them. 
 
The first is a proposed major ‘holiday village’ in Hellifield which will include up to 300 lodges and a 100 bed hotel. We believe 
that the scale of this proposal is inappropriate for the location and that the impact on wildlife, notably wading birds, would 
be very detrimental. We are pleased that CNP has submitted its own letter of objection. The application is due at Craven 
District Council’s planning committee shortly. 
 
The second is a business park on the outskirts of Settle, comprising business units, industrial units, and residential 
development. We have objected on the grounds that this type of urban or suburban development is inappropriate in a high 
quality rural setting, particularly at this gateway to the Dales. Natural England has also objected on the grounds of the 
significant and adverse impact on the setting of the NP and that development of this greenfield site will create an urban form 
in a rural setting. This application was approved in the September Craven District planning meeting. 
 
Friends of the Dales’ concern is that insufficient weight is being placed by planning authorities outside of the NP to ‘have 
regard to their statutory purposes’ (S62 duty) and that the National Park Authority’s lack of objection is taken as a strong 
signal by these authorities that they have the ‘green light’ to proceed. 
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YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
Defra funds extension of Wensleydale farm payment pilot 
In August, the Environment Secretary has announced that a ‘Payment by Results’ project being piloted in Wensleydale will 
be the first agri-environment scheme directly funded by the UK. 19 farmers are in the Wensleydale scheme, which is being 
delivered by the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority, with Natural England doing the overall project management.    
 
The pilot was originally funded by the EU until this September; Defra’s decision means it will be extended for at least two 
years. Secretary of State for Defra Michael Gove said: “Under the Common Agricultural Policy, agri-environment schemes 
have been overly bureaucratic and inflexible. This has impeded innovation for farmers who are passionate about the 
environment and want to see real change.  
 
“The Payment by Results pilot marks a shift in how we think about rewarding farmers for their work. This approach signals 
how we see the future of farm payments, where farmers deliver public goods for the environment which we all enjoy.  
 
“I am delighted to extend this scheme and look forward to seeing further evidence of its success as we plan for our future 
outside the EU.”  
 
Ash dieback hits Park 
Ash dieback disease has spread “phenomenally quickly” right across the Yorkshire Dales National Park, hitting its most 
treasured and ancient woodlands, the Park Authority’s Senior Trees and Woodlands Officer, Geoff Garrett, has said. 
 
Infected young ash trees – with branches bare against the summer sky – can be seen on roadsides verges all around the Park, 
as well as in woodlands, only six years after the first case of ash dieback was confirmed in the UK. Ancient semi-natural 
woodland covers about 1% of the Yorkshire Dales National Park.  About 80% of this woodland is made up of ash, making it 
the iconic tree of the Dales.   
 
The National Park Authority has responded to the spread of ash dieback by removing ash from all tree-planting schemes.  
There is currently no cure for the disease. 
 
Geoff Garrett said: “The confirmed arrival of ash dieback disease in 2012 prompted a spate of news coverage but many people 
won’t have heard much about it since then.  I think it’s important to raise awareness of how quickly the disease has spread. 
 
“Ash is the dominant tree in the Park’s ancient woodlands, supporting a very special cohort of plants and animals.  Over the 
next 20 years the disease is going to have a devastating impact, so much so that ash will likely become relatively minor in the 
landscape.  Mature trees will take decades to die, but young trees are being killed off very quickly.   
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“There is little we can do to tackle the disease itself, but there is a lot we can do to manage the decline of ash trees by making 
sure that the spaces they leave are filled by other native trees.” 

 
Chairman says Agriculture Bill could be a “good fit” for Yorkshire Dales 
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority’s Carl Lis has spoken out on the Westminster Government’s Agriculture Bill. Carl Lis 
said: 
 
“If farmers choose to move towards lower-input farming with better profit margins, then they will also be putting themselves 
in prime position to benefit from the new payments for protecting or improving the environment.  It should be a ‘no brainer’ 
for the Government that the new Environmental Land Management system – and its highest level of payments – should be 
targeted on National Parks.  We will lobby tirelessly – alongside bodies such as the Northern Hill Farming Panel – to try to 
make sure that there is no reduction in the overall level of support for farmers in the National Park, so that the new system 
properly rewards those farmers who are providing the most public benefits. 
 
“There is no ‘one size fits all’ solution, not least because of the range of different farm sizes and types, notably dairying, in 
the National Park.  That is why we have been saying consistently to Government that the new Environmental Land 
Management system must be locally-designed and locally-tailored.  The National Park Authority is already helping to pilot a 
new style of agri-environment scheme in Wensleydale that makes payments on species-rich meadows and good habitat for 
breeding waders.  It is effective and popular because the farmers retain full control of how their land is managed, and are 
able to use their knowledge and skills to enhance the environment.  A few weeks ago we were delighted when the scheme 
became fully-funded by the Government.   
 
“The Agriculture Bill should lead to more such schemes coming forward, with better payments for a wider range of public 
goods.  We will work closely with local farmers and land managers in the coming years to shape – and deliver – some of the 
new schemes.  In ten years’ time, my hope is that Dales farmers will be producing locally-distinctive, high-quality food in a 
way that also produces an outstanding range of public benefits and secures their farm’s long-term economic viability.” 
 

Scottish Campaign for National Parks 

 
 
SCOTTISH CAMPAIGN FOR NATIONAL PARKS 
A tribute to Alex Fergusson  
It was a great honour to Scottish Campaign for National Parks when Alex agreed to become our President – all the more 
because he did so at a time when, after years of service, he would have been entirely justified in turning his back on the 
public realm and simply enjoying himself. In the two all-too-short years that he spent with us, he transformed our little 
charity. He gave us the confidence to step more firmly onto the national stage and his wise counsel, based on his own 
extensive experience, helped us greatly to do so effectively. His personal standing was invaluable in gaining us a hearing: we 
could not have asked for a more authoritative spokesman. His commitment to the National Park cause was unwavering 
and, as in all his other dealings, he set in the way that he pursued it an example for us all to follow: modest, generous, 
even-handed and brave, all spiced with an irreverent sense of humour. Scottish Campaign for National Parks shall miss him 
terribly. 
 
By John Thomson.  


