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Brecon Beacons National Park
BRECON BEACONS PARK SOCIETY
Bad weather and adjusting to Covid-19
Prior to the outbreak of Covid-19, high winds and flooding meant a record number of our walks were cancelled. Since
the lockdown, the Brecon Beacons Park Society has been keeping in touch with its members via their website, email,
Facebook and Twitter.
Considering the age profile of Brecon Beacons members, we are keeping a close eye on any recommendations about
shielding vulnerable groups.
Our executive committee continues to meet and carry on with work such as representations to the Park Authority on
Rights of Way, planning and other issues still being pursued. Our members who volunteer with the Park have been
stood down and the Wardens they work with are all on Park Ranger like duties working with the police to secure the
Park.

The Broads National Park
BROADS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
Plant management programme balances navigation and
ecology
The waterways of the Broads National Park provide an
important habitat for a number of water plant species which
provide refuge and sources of food for fish, birds and water
invertebrates. Water quality has improved significantly since
the high levels of pollution seen in the Broads during the 1970s
and 1980s.
However, plant growth in certain areas can severely impact
upon navigation, requiring a complex programme of
monitoring and plant cutting. Cutting must leave a sufficient
amount of vegetation under water for aquatic life, holding the
sediment together and providing food for wintering birds.

Photo credit: Broads National Park Authority

Dutch farmer visits the Broads to share sustainable business ideas
The Broads Authority recently hosted a visit from Aldert van Weeren, a Dutch farmer who makes compostable,
disposable plates and insulation boards from cattails/reedmace. Aldert worked with local businesses and landowners
to demonstrate how low-carbon crops and products could be produced from wetlands and to explore other ways of
diversifying their business.
As we shift towards a low-carbon economy, farmers are looking for ways to diversify their incomes and save CO2.
Insulation boards and compostable plates made from Typha have significantly lower carbon footprints than their
plastic and chipboard counterparts.
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Public help observe nature and wildlife during lockdown
To help people stay in touch with the natural world, the Broads
Authority has launched the #NatureInLockdown campaign to observe
wildlife and watch how spring develops. Members of the public have
been sharing their photos and videos of nature as seen from their
window, garden or on a local walk, using #NatureInLockdown hashtag
on social media.
With it being so much quieter – fewer people, dogs and boats – the
usually shy Broads species are venturing out into new territories.
Secretive cranes of the fens and reedbeds might be feeling more
confident to venture out in the (now) quieter areas. Spotted wildlife
includes roe and muntjac deer; migrant birds like chiff-chaffs, blackcap, Photo credit: Broads National Park Authority
sedge warblers and swallows, and many species of plants and insects.

Dartmoor National Park
DARTMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
Dartmoor commits to Climate Action Plan
Dartmoor National Park Authority has adopted a Climate Action Plan. The Climate Action Plan is the most detailed
assessment of its climate impact the Authority has ever undertaken. It is designed to help make DNPA carbon neutral
by 2025. The Authority has already reduced its carbon emissions by more than 50% since 2010. DNPA works with
partners to protect and preserve Dartmoor’s incredibly diverse habitats and rare wildlife, all of which play a crucial
role in supporting life and the overall health of the planet.
New film about iconic Dartmoor medieval village
A new film exploring the history of a deserted English village has been released by Dartmoor National Park.
‘Medieval Houndtor: A Contested Landscape’ tells the story of Houndtor medieval village, celebrating the
contribution pioneering female archaeologists made towards our understanding of Dartmoor’s heritage. The film is
available on Dartmoor National Park’s YouTube channel.
Moor butterflies thrive
Butterflies and moths are enjoying a moorland resurgence thanks to
All the Moor Butterflies – the three-year National Lottery Heritage
Fund project, delivered by Butterfly Conservation (BC), which worked
across Dartmoor and Exmoor National Parks and Bodmin Moor AONB.
These upland areas host nationally important populations of some of
our rarest fritillary butterfly species. The project worked with 146
landowners and farmers to improve the habitats of these rare species
and taught over 5,100 people about their conservation. Data found
pearl-bordered fritillaries were doing well on Dartmoor, heath
fritillaries had their best ever year on Exmoor in 2018, and marsh
fritillaries were discovered on 29 new sites on Bodmin Moor.

Photo credit: Dartmoor National Park Authority
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Exmoor National Park
EXMOOR SOCIETY
Nature recovery and climate change
The Exmoor Society made the strategic decision last October to prioritise nature recovery linked to climate change. The
Society aims to integrate nature recovery and climate change mitigation into all its activities and has set up its Nature
Recovery Group which is extending contacts with other conservation bodies. It is developing a project called Nocturnal
Exmoor, with a steering group that will be established to decide the aim, objectives, methodology, outcomes and likely
costs of the project.
The Exmoor Society is also working with the Exmoor National Park Authority and Natural England on scoping out a
programme for nature recovery. A key tool is visualisation of what nature recovery could look like on Exmoor, and two basic
maps are being used, one showing Natural England’s priority habitats inventory, the other land ownership.
The Society contributes in many other ways to nature recovery: through themed nature walks; our educational work with
schools; our Resource Centre with projects encouraging citizen science; and with our flagship, annual Exmoor Review
highlighting nature conservation and climate change in its 2021 edition. Finally, we are not neglecting looking at reducing
our own use of resources to help mitigate climate change and increase biodiversity, such as energy use, single use plastic,
travel to meetings and waste reduction.
Planning
There are three areas of planning that are of concern to the Exmoor Society: the use of retrospective applications;
the use of Lawful Development Certificates; and applications for individual masts by the Emergency Services.
Retrospective planning applications appear to have increased. It seems to have become a default option for
controversial developments and accepted wisdom that planning permission is more likely to be granted
retrospectively. In order to address this, we intend to research this further with the ENPA. Likewise, we are
concerned that another way in which planning permission is being flouted is through application for Lawful
Development Certificates particularly where change of land use is concerned.
A mast mayhem appears to be likely on Exmoor now with the Emergency Services extending their network, adding
greatly to the phone network. The Society recognises the necessity of introducing modern infrastructure into the
landscape but would hope to minimise the impact on scenic beauty and landscape character. The Exmoor Society
would be interested to hear whether other National Park Societies have similar concerns and how CNP can help.
The Alfred Vowles photographic competition
The Exmoor Society recently held its Alfred
Vowles photographic competition. Alfred Vowles
was a well-known early 19th century Exmoor
photographer.
This year’s winner Leanna Coles has had
considerable interest and success in her picture,
“Seat with a View”. The picture has been popular
locally and has even been enlarged and mounted
on a pub wall. The judges praised Leanna for
capturing the vibrant Exmoor landscape with
excellent lighting, detail and wonderful sky.

Photo credit: ‘Seat with a View’ by Leanna Coles
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EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
Defra trial gets underway on Exmoor farms
25 farmers and foresters in Exmoor National Park will have begun trials of a potentially transformative approach, rewarding
farmers for delivering key public benefits, such as improved soil, water and habitats.
The proposal is one of around 50 Defra tests & trials going on around the country to help inform the development of the
government’s future Environmental Land Management Scheme (ELM), due to be rolled out in 2024. Defra has since agreed
to fund work on Exmoor to demonstrate the concept in practice, with the trial expected to run from now until early next
year.
Schools and National Park Rangers think inside the box to feed families
Remote households in Exmoor are getting vital food supplies delivered to
their door during the coronavirus emergency thanks to some innovative
teamwork.
The Moorland Federation of Schools is working with Exmoor National Park
Authority to help those families who live miles from any supermarket – with
teachers joining forces with National Park Rangers to make it happen.

Photo credit: Exmoor National Park Authority

Lake District National Park
FRIENDS OF THE LAKE DISTRICT
Friends of the Lake District receive woodland gift
Friends of the Lake District have celebrated the handover of ownership
to the charity of two woodlands in the Rusland Valley, by one of its longstanding members and supporters, David Archibald.
The two woods form a sizeable block of ancient semi-natural woodland,
and they are a significant part of the character of the Rusland Valley.
The woods are a delightful mix of oak, birch, ash, small-leaved lime, holly
and other native species. The ground flora includes bluebells, dog’s
mercury, primroses and wood sorrel.
Young hedge-layers pick up prizes
Seven young ‘starter’ hedge-layers made up a total of seventeen
competitive hedge-layers who contested places in five different classes
at Friends of the Lake District’s Annual Hedge Laying Competition in
January, laying 103 metres of hedge between them.

Photo credits: Friends of the Lake District

The event, held at Lowick Bridge Farm near Ulverston, was part of the
Lancashire and Westmorland Hedge Laying Association Grand Prix series
bringing together starters, novices, juniors and professionals to show off
their skills. After competing in five different classes, the winners were
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chosen by the judge, local farmer Gordon Strickland. The winners were Peter Gibson from Kendal as the overall winner and
James Yates-Bell from Kendal as the most improved and winning the Samurai Saw Prize.
LAKE DISTRICT NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

Photo credit: Lake District National Park Authority

Enjoy a new view in the Lake District in 2020
As a new decade dawned, the Lake District National Park Authority encouraged people to explore the Park and take in a
new view to improve health, fitness and wellbeing. #NewViewNewYou gave people at all stages in their fitness journey a
varied list of suggestions on how they can explore their Park in a brand new way. Whether people were looking for ideas to
take the first tentative steps into the great outdoors, or were seeking ideas to really take their fitness to a new level,
#NewViewNewYou gives tailored inspiration for everyone.
Traditional Lake District barns saved from dereliction thanks to new grant
A Lake District barn in Longsleddale is amongst the first in the country to benefit from a pilot grant to sensitively repair the
building for continued agricultural use and to preserve the appearance of the surrounding cultural landscape. The Grade II
listed traditional bank barn dates back to 1741 and has been on the Lake District National Park’s ‘buildings at risk’ register
since 2010. This innovative pilot grant scheme has provided the National Park and barn owner Andrew Sutton with the ideal
opportunity to have the building sensitively repaired and brought back into use as part of the farm holding as additional
stock housing and hay storage.

New Forest National Park
FRIENDS OF THE NEW FOREST (NEW FOREST ASSOCIATION)
New Forest virus lockdown
For the New Forest the year started with a disease outbreak of a different
kind - equine herpes virus EHV-1. This is a disease present in most horses
around the world but for some infected horses it can develop into serious
neurological conditions that may be fatal.
An outbreak in January, at a county riding school, caused the New Forest to
go into lockdown for travelling equines. People with horses who may have
attended the affected riding school or been in contact with someone (or
their horses) who had were asked not to bring their animals onto the Forest for any reason, including exercise.
This form of social distancing was crucial to preventing the disease from entering the semi-feral herds of New Forest ponies
and causing a potentially devastating outbreak.
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Absence of traffic has benefits
The absence of traffic in the New Forest during to the Covid-19 pandemic lockdown has had a significant benefit. During the
first three weeks of April not a single animal accident was reported (compared to five in the same period for 2019, including
one fatality).
Speculation is rising among local ornithologists if the breeding success of species, such as the lapwing and curlew, will be as
much improved as they were when the foot-and-mouth outbreak in 2001 prevented people from entering the New Forest.
New Forest District Council local plan
The Inspectors’ report has been published, and they support the proposal for a ‘new town’ at Fawley close to the edge of
the New Forest and with significant access road routes to and from it across the unfenced New Forest.
We believe they have made substantial errors of judgement, leaving the report open to a legal challenge, but the step from
that to the Friends of the New Forest resourcing and taking the financial risk of mounting a challenge in the High Court is a
very large one. We are still considering the issue and our position, but if this does proceed in an adopted plan it would seem
to make a mockery of the planning system. It really does show just how there is no substantial rural hinterland as a ‘buffer’
to the New Forest.

Northumberland National Park
NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
#OutdoorsIndoors
A social media campaign led by Northumberland National Park is
bringing the unique qualities of the landscape, wildlife, and
environment of the Park to people at home through a range of
content and activities. #OutdoorsIndoors is helping to improve
the region’s mental wellbeing as research shows that nature and
the outdoors helps reduce stress and anxiety. The NPA is
providing entertainment, education and creative activities
around the environment, landscape and wildlife. The campaign
includes engaging blogs, videos and live events highlighting
stargazing, wildlife and history, led by the NPA’s team of experts.

Photo credit: Northumberland National Park Authority

Northumberland National Park launches Covid-19 community support initiative
Northumberland National Park Authority has launched its own Neighbours initiative to provide support to vulnerable and
isolated residents of the Park during the Covid-19 outbreak. This provides a programme of essential support for the area’s
rural communities, many of which are struggling with resources, finances and logistics. The plan includes a website that
allows residents to request support, and then be matched to existing services in their area.
Services supplied range from food and pharmacy goods to farming support and companion contact.
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North York Moors National Park
NORTH YORK MOORS ASSOCIATION (NYMA)
NYMA October conference
NYMA have taken the decision to defer its October conference because of uncertainty about the Covid-19 situation.
Although we hope that a degree of normality will have returned by the autumn, it is likely to be impossible to guarantee
this, meaning that issues such as Early Bird bookings and cut-off dates will be challenging.
Another consideration is the demographic of the members of National Park Societies. There is an enhanced risk issue with a
gathering of a vulnerable cohort of the population, and a probable unwillingness on the part of many delegates to travel
and engage in meetings before a vaccine is available.
Polyhalite Mine
Sirius Minerals, the company behind the polyhalite mine south of Whitby, collapsed financially earlier this year. The
development has been rescued by the intervention of a take-over by Anglo American. The bid was narrowly confirmed at a
shareholders meeting and the deal completed by the end of March. Construction work which had been on a slow down
since the beginning of the year is now almost completely on hold because of restrictions caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.
NORTH YORK MOORS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
Ryevitalise
The North York Moors National Park Authority is spearheading a new
Landscape Partnership Scheme supported by the National Lottery Heritage
Fund and strategic partners. ‘Ryevitalise’ is a £3.4 million project that will
run for four years and focus on three main themes: Water Quality and
Environment - working with land managers to improve the aquatic habitat
of the Rye, and the rare and threatened species that the river and wider
landscape supports; Water Level Management - harnessing natural flood
processes to create a more naturally functioning river; and Reconnecting
People - improving understanding of the river landscape by telling the story
of its evolution and encouraging people to protect their heritage,
promoting volunteering opportunities.
Despite the outbreak of Covid-19, activity is still under way. This includes the following two projects that local residents and
volunteers can contribute towards from the safety of their own homes.
Rye Reflections
Ryevitalise aims to explore the natural, cultural and built heritage of the area, by working with community groups and
volunteers to unearth hidden stories of the landscape.
One such initiative ‘Rye Reflections’ is asking for local residents and visitors to send in their memories of wildlife encounters
and changes in land management practices, to record experiences such as catching bullheads in streams, butterfly displays
or the omnipresent sound of skylarks, before these precious memories are lost.
The team wants to document changes that have happened within the living memory of the community in and around the
catchment of the River Rye, Seph and Riccal and will then share these memories with local school students to inspire them
to protect these habitats in the future.
LiDAR landscapes open to all
‘Rediscovering the Rye’ is another project aiming to reconnect local communities with their local heritage and has been
developed to enhance understanding of the Ryevitalise landscape. This project uses LiDAR (Light Detecting and Ranging,) to
record ‘lumps and bumps’ on the ground using a laser mounted aeroplane.
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Currently over 30 academics, students and volunteers from the NPA, Howardian Hills AONB, Durham University and York
University have joined together to take part in this exciting project, all of which can be done at home. Volunteers will be
given their own 1km square of LiDAR, within the Ryevitalise area, to analyse and annotate for any possible archaeological
finds.
By using LiDAR data, archival studies and volunteer surveys the team can increase historical and archaeological
understanding of Rievaulx and the surrounding landscapes.
Beaver update at Cropton Forest
As a follow on from the ‘Slowing the Flow’ project, which
implemented natural flood risk management techniques
in the Pickering and Sinnington catchments, two adult
beavers from Scotland were released into an enclosure in
Cropton forest a year ago as part of a five-year trial. The
main aim is to see how the beavers will interact with
man-made dams already on site as well as the impacts of
their own.
Since being introduced, they have improved both the
water level and conditions of two old ornamental
fishponds. They have also coppiced many of the trees
overhanging the pond - opening it up to more light,
which has resulted in a record number of amphibians.
In addition, they have built a large metre high dam in the Photo credit: North York Moors National Park Authority
river that has significantly raised water levels upstream.
They have since extended this dam across the floodplain by about 5 metres to hold back more water. The river here is now
at least 4 times wider than it was before.
The pair had 2 kits in May last year, who have both grown amazingly well and are assisting the adults completely with their
habitat amendments. As yet the beavers have been swimming past the man-made structures and have been concentrating
on their own.

Peak District National Park
FRIENDS OF THE PEAK DISTRICT
The driving force behind the A628
The latest announcement on the trunk route between Manchester and Sheffield promises that plans for the dual
carriageway bypass of Mottram and the link to the A57 in Glossop will be with the Planning Inspectorate this year, with
shovels in the ground by winter 2021. The Peak District lies between the two cities.
We appreciate that the traffic issues are not easy to address. Therefore, we are developing a package of measures which
specifically address local problems and highlight the urgent need to consider the climate emergency - which should be a
strong impetus to reduce road traffic and negate the need for increased road capacity.
100 years of history
It’s been a busy few months on our Archive Project. We’ve been supported along the way by the wonderfully helpful staff
at the Sheffield City Archive Service who offer advice and assistance on the best way to package and conserve all the slides,
photographs, maps, sketches and papers in the collection.
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A second group of volunteers have started capturing a number of oral history recordings. These aim to document the role
of the Branch’s key campaigns and campaigners over the last 70 years. All work is currently on hold due to Covid-19, but
we’re optimistic that the Heritage Lottery funded project will reconvene as soon as lockdown is over.
PEAK DISTRICT NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
#PeakDistrictProud campaign
At the beginning of March, a new campaign launched to bring a fresh perspective to
some of the challenges affecting wildlife and habitats in the Peak District National
Park. The #PeakDistrictProud campaign shared the positive ways in which people can
help care for the National Park; from taking home litter and avoiding BBQs, to keeping
dogs on leads during periods of wildlife activity, and the use of drones.
The campaign – which will be refreshed seasonally – is built around a series of
montage images of the Peak District’s history to build on the core messages of
‘respect, protect and enjoy’ found in the Countryside Code, re-framing the messages
for a new digital generation. It takes a deliberate step away from the more traditional
warning or advisory signage often found in many outdoor locations.
Photo credit: Peak District National Park

Coronavirus brings fresh challenges ahead of 70th anniversary
Authority
With its location in the heart of England and around 38,000 residents, it was no
surprise that the onset of the coronavirus outbreak would have a big impact on the Peak District. As in many National Parks,
visitor facilities and car parks were closed, whilst remaining routes and trails became a lifeline for local communities and
users with disabilities, still needing to keep physically active.
Usually bustling locations such as the Monsal Trail witnessed a drop in visits of around 95% from late March, as the
Authority asked the public to ‘stay at home’ in line with government guidance. Other services falling victim to the
‘lockdown’ included the seasonal Hope Valley Explorer bus service.

Pembrokeshire Coast National Park
FRIENDS OF THE PEMBROKESHIRE COAST NATIONAL PARK
Projects launched
In January, we launched two initiatives aimed at
engaging local children with nature and the National
Park: The Friends’ Project Fund and a tree planting
scheme. We decided to start both by contacting local
schools and, up to the point in mid-March when the
schools all closed, we had an encouraging response.
The Friends’ Project Fund, will provide small grants
to local schools for projects and activities that
further the charity’s aims – to conserve the
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park, or to enhance
understanding of its special qualities. It is intended
that the fund will run for many years and, once
established, it will be opened up to other youth
groups and community organisations.
Photo credit: Friends of Pembrokeshire Coast National Park
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Our tree planting scheme is a long-term project to celebrate a string of anniversaries over the coming years by planting a
substantial number of trees around the Park and Pembrokeshire more generally – the 70th anniversary of the National Parks
and Access to the Countryside Act (2019), the 30th anniversary of the Friends (2021) and the 70th anniversary of the
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park (2022).
Our offer to schools is based on helping with planning a viable woodland area and providing funds to buy tree saplings and
physical labour to do the planting. So far, we have been contacted by three schools, which had projects already in place or
are looking ahead to work with us.
The first planting session was squeezed in just before restrictions on gatherings would have prevented it and only three
days before the schools closed. Five members of the Friends’ weekly work party went to rural Pembrokeshire Primary
School and joined a group of parents, teachers and highly enthusiastic pupils from the school’s ‘Eco Squad’ on a damp and
misty morning to plant out a small area of woodland at the top of the school site. The school intends that the woodland’s
development in the coming years will become a part of their curriculum work on nature.

PEMBROKESHIRE NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
Maintaining the Coast Path
This winter has been worse than normal for landslips and cliff falls
affecting the Coast Path. The very wet winter, which water-logged
the ground significantly, has been mainly responsible for creating this
instability – rather than wave action during stormy weather. Now this
very welcome dry period has dried up the ground very quickly,
perhaps adding to the problem. The latest report came last Thursday
from someone illicitly walking a closed section of the Path near Solva.
Movement in the rock strata has led to tension cracks suddenly
forming in the cliff top and, as shown by the photo, they’ve had a
dramatic effect on the Coast Path. Another job to add to the growing
list of post-virus tasks.
Photo credit: Pembrokeshire National Park Authority

Castell Henllys gateway
In March North Team Wardens began and completed the first phase of
renovating the Castell Henllys gateway. The main gateway was begun in the
fifth century BC and started as a long stone-walled passageway flanked by
pairs of massive timber posts supporting a large gate and, probably, a bridge
or tower over the entrance.
The excavators felt that this specialised gateway was built not by the
inhabitants of the fort, but by visiting artisans who had the knowledge and
expertise to undertake such a complicated piece of building. The team dug
out the postholes for the timbers as near to the original postholes as
possible, and dug out the actual shape of the guard chambers for the dry
stone waller. The oak beams were then placed into position, and the result is
an eye-catching timber entrance way. Thank you, very much North team, for
all your work! Once the restrictions are lifted it is hoped that the dry stone
waller, Ceri Jenkins, will return to finish the dry stone wall phase of the
gateway.
Photo credit: Pembrokeshire National Park Authority
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Snowdonia National Park
SNOWDONIA SOCIETY
Now’s the time to dig out your old photos
The Snowdonia Society 2020 photography competition will see 12 Finalists’ images selected for a 2021 calendar to raise
funds towards protecting the National Park. The theme of the competition is ‘Snowdonia’ and is open to the public; with
entrants permitted to submit one photo by the competition closing date of June 30 2020. The Society is inviting entrants to
use photos they might already have saved on their devices rather than venturing outside to take new photos during these
uncertain times and movement restrictions. More information can be found here: https://www.snowdoniasociety.org.uk/nows-the-time-to-dig-out-your-old-photos/.
Spring: What we usually like to do

Photo credit: Snowdonia Society

Spring is usually the time of year when Snowdonia Society volunteers take to the mountains. Snowdonia Society staff and
volunteers, like the rest of the country, are doing their part and staying at home. When the status quo is restored, they will
be heading out again and look forward to seeing familiar faces (and hopefully some new ones). As many of the workdays as
possible will be rescheduled, so there will be ample opportunities to get involved and enjoy the outdoors.
When lockdown is lifted, the Snowdonia Society looks forward to pitching in with the National Trust, lending a hand on
Snowdon, maintaining the Snowdonia Slate Trail, offering accredited training to volunteers and much more!
An e-introduction to Snowdonia’s wild daffodils
This wild daffodil is a species that exists quietly in just a
few pockets of Snowdonia. Over the winter volunteers of the
Snowdonia Society have been busy clearing bracken from a
site near Conwy to enable the native species to flourish.
Despite cancelling the scheduled walk to see the magnificent
blooms of the swathes of wild daffodils this Easter, the
Snowdonia Society has put together some images – with a
voice over by Rob Collister MBE – for you to enjoy. View them
on our YouTube channel.
Photo credit: Snowdonia Society
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SNOWDONIA NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
Unprecedented times for Snowdonia
The mountains are still, the roads are quiet and car parks empty – a concept that was almost unimaginable only a few
weeks ago as we prepared for the beginning of another tourist season in Snowdonia. But on March 19th 2020, the Prime
Minister announced that the whole country would go into lockdown. While our staff were quickly adapting their working
arrangements and setting up their home offices to ensure that we could continue with our services as best as possible, little
did we know that we were about to encounter the busiest visitor weekend (21/22 March) in living memory in Snowdonia.
In collaboration with the Welsh Government, the police and local Authorities, the Snowdonia National Park Authority
decided to close the most popular mountainous areas in Snowdonia, including all car parks and public conveniences to
ensure that we would not see a repeat of those unprecedented scenes. Apart from a handful of isolated incidents the
message was heard, and visitors are now staying away from the area. As an Authority we would like to thank everyone for
their continued support, and we look forward to welcoming everyone back once this emergency is over.
Cynllun Eryri
The final consultation period for the new Snowdonia National Park Management Plan: Cynllun Eryri (‘Eryri’, pronounced e –
ru – ree, is the Welsh name for Snowdonia), has now finished. We have had an overwhelmingly positive response with
many agreeing that the Plan outlines an aspirational yet realistic route for Eryri over the next 5 years. As a Partnership we
are particularly proud of this and we fully believe that by working together we can achieve great things.
Cynllun Eryri has been co-produced with organisations from the voluntary and private sector, councils and environmental
bodies as well as land-managers, communities and businesses. Perhaps some of the best feedback we’ve had is that Cynllun
Eryri ensures that those who live, work and visit the Park feel well represented and that they have been listened to. That
has been our priority since we began this new process almost 3 years ago. You can find out more about the plan here:
https://www.snowdonia.gov.wales/authority/working-in-partnership/cynlluneryri.
Celebrating International Dark Sky Week in Snowdonia

Photo credit: Snowdonia National Park Authority
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The week of the 19th-26th of April was a week of celebrating Dark Skies around the world with International Dark Sky Week
(coordinated by the IDA). Snowdonia National Park was given Dark Sky Reserve status back in 2015 and our darkness is
something that we are really proud of here in Snowdonia.
The Snowdonia National Park Authority’s Dark Sky Officer is responsible for raising awareness of the importance of our dark
skies, especially as 98% of the British population doesn’t receive a truly dark sky, but how do you do that when the country
needs to stay at home? With the power of social media! We took the stars into people’s homes and gardens with a week of
online activities including a nightly constellation guide to help people see the stars from the comfort of their own home, a
local story teller telling Welsh folklore tales from her living room, and a world renowned astrophotographer giving a Q&A
session from behind the safety of our screens. We’ve been helping people make the most of what’s on the doorstep by just
looking up.

South Downs National Park
FRIENDS OF THE SOUTH DOWNS
Despite the Covid-19 emergency The Friends of the South Downs are getting on with business as normal
The Schools Project, part funded by English Heritage, has begun the task of recording the memories of older inhabitants of
Downs and Weald. Face to face interviews by pupils and teachers is not possible at present but written submissions are
continuing. The South Downs National Park Trust has earmarked £60,000 to provide 5,000 trees to replace those felled
because of ash dieback. The Trust will be inviting bids from landowners. The Friends of the South Downs have agreed to
contribute up to £10,000 to further the replanting.
Is the National Park firm enough on CO2 emissions and planning for affordable homes?
Being the newest National Park the South Downs National Park (SDNP) has many legacy industrial sites within its
boundaries. One of these is deep in the heart of the wooded countryside near the village of Fernhurst in West Sussex. The
former ICI plant has lain largely unused for many years. We always supported the development of housing on this
brownfield site in order to end the industrial/commercial existing use rights.
Along with the local parish council we successfully campaigned for a continuous path to connect the site with the main
village. We also campaigned for the site to be zero carbon development. Sadly, though, in the permission granted earlier in
2020 the SDNP backed away from their commitment on affordable homes with only 20% being allocated for this site. The
National Park also backed away from their commitment to tackle climate change and very strangely they agreed to allow
the developer to provide wood burning stoves in 140 of the 210 homes.
The ‘Missing Link’ project
Recently we agreed with the South Downs National Park Authority that our Society would focus on a project to improve
safety for walkers, cyclists, mobility users and horse riders along roads. A survey was made of 'missing links' across the Park,
on sections of roads which are currently dangerous to use but which could form a connection between public rights of way.
The objective is to create a safe network linking up off-road paths. Such routes can encourage a ‘modal shift’ from car to
cycling (and other users) thus reducing carbon emissions from cars.
The first stage ‘audit’ of ‘missing links’ has now been completed and presented to the SDNPA who have agreed to upload to
an ‘interactive map’. It can be used by the NPA, Highways Authorities and local parish councils to decide on investment
priorities for non-motorised sustainable transport. Also, it will help bids for Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) monies.
Many hundreds of thousands of pounds are collected every year from housing developers and put into a CIL 'pot' which the
NPA administers, allowing local organisations to bid for it.

News from Around the Parks / Spring 2020 / Page 13

Despite Government policy changes the South Downs National Park Authority uses the Covid-19 emergency to remove
democratic decision-making and public scrutiny!
Very quickly at the beginning of the Covid-19 crisis the SDNPA decided to cancel all future public meetings of its authority
and committee’s decision-making powers have been handed to their CEO and other chief officers. This was only days
before the Government announced that local authorities had been given new powers to hold public meetings ‘virtually’ by
using video or telephone conferencing technology. Since the announcement, our Society has written again to the NPA
asking them to reverse their decision and come into line with government regulations. Sadly, the SDNPA have so far
decided not to institute full decision making ‘virtual’ meetings. We believe this is out of step with Parliament who
themselves are holding virtual meetings and with other local authorities who are getting on with ‘business as normal’ using
video telephone conferencing. Together with local parishes our Society have made one small victory in that, from May, the
Planning Committee will 'sit’ on a virtual basis but the decisions will still be made by the Director of Planning.
SOUTH DOWNS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
Ambitious vision for future is unveiled by South Downs National Park Authority
Tackling climate change, helping nature flourish, supporting the rural economy, creating a National Park for all and
providing a green health and wellbeing services are among the
priorities of an ambitious five-year plan being launched by the South
Downs National Park Authority.
Ten key outcomes have been outlined in the new Partnership
Management Plan (PMP), which sets out a bold collective vision for
the future of the National Park.
The 73-page masterplan focuses on bringing together a wide range
of partners to make the South Downs National Park an even better
home for people and nature.
The new PMP can be viewed here:
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/partnership-management-plan/.
Photo credit: South Downs National Park Authority

South Downs celebrates 10 wildlife successes for 10th birthday
Ten biodiversity success stories are being shared as the South
Downs National Park marks its 10th anniversary. With its
abundance of iconic birds, mammals, fish, plants, invertebrates
and internationally-important habitats, the South Downs National
Park is a haven for wildlife in the busiest part of the UK.

The biodiversity success stories include: two iconic cricket species,
water voles, farmland birds, rare reptile and amphibian species,
Duke of Burgundy Butterfly, wild trout, otters, barn owls, Pearl
bordered Fritillary, and the Pyramidal Orchid.
Community rallies round to create helpful online map
An interactive map of the South Downs National Park is providing
a helping hand during the Covid-19 crisis by signposting people to
food, drink and other support services close to where they
Photo credit: South Downs National Park Authority
live. Scores of businesses, organisations and community
groups are providing a lifeline during the lockdown, delivering food boxes and ready meals for those who are isolating and
supplies for residents in their local area.
With the help of communities, the South Downs National Park Authority has now created an online map of food and drink
businesses offering services – attracting 2,300 unique views so far. Many organisations have had to quickly adapt, with a
pub offering food boxes and a museum opening a village supplies shop. Since launching the map now features over 200
businesses and 74 community support groups.
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Yorkshire Dales National Park
FRIENDS OF THE DALES
Covid-19 lockdown
Clearly our experience in the Dales is not dissimilar from other
places and organisations and we have adapted to working from
home. We’ve used social media to support the NPA’s message
for visitors to stay at home and agreed with its disappointment
about “local” initiatives to warn off “outsiders”, close footpaths
and car parks. Harassment of second home owners is
unacceptable and bodes ill for the future.
The pandemic underlines the need for radical change in order
for our communities and countryside to be more resilient, and better able to recover from a crisis. Friends of the Dales is
concerned that the Climate Emergency should not be side-lined in the interests of rebooting a devastated economy. Both
systems, economic and ecological, need to become sustainable.
Our goal must be to help National Parks adapt. Nature recovery, public money for public goods, local food production, the
polluter pays principle, renewable energy and a low carbon/high wage economy are the way forward.
150th anniversary edition of the Yorkshire Dales Review
In the 150th anniversary edition of the Yorkshire Dales Review we have tried to capture the experience of gaining a new
perspective. We decided to hand the magazine over to a younger generation to create The Youth Edition: Speaking to the
Future. It is a forum for younger people who live and work in the Dales to share their hopes, fears, passions and projects.
To find our contributors we approached Settle High School, Leeds Beckett
University, Plastic Free Skipton, Extinction Rebellion, local farmers, and the
Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust among others. The contributors range from
students at Settle Primary School to staff in the Yorkshire Dales National Park
Authority. Our faith in the recommendations from these contacts and from
our trustees was rewarded as the articles began to appear.
The topics that contributors chose to write about or illustrate are indicative of
an uncertain future, albeit one approached with passion, wit, and
intelligence. The articles tackle eco-anxiety and living with the climate crisis;
art and activism; the importance and health benefits of connecting with
nature; an appreciation of farming life; the definition of sustainability and
rewilding; how technology will reshape farming; working from home; and,
within the context of affordable housing, the joys and challenges of living in
the Dales.
Photo credit: Friends of the Dales

YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
Carbon emissions to be ‘practically eliminated’ by 2030
The Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority has adopted an ambitious new ‘Carbon Reduction Plan’, six months after
declaring a climate emergency. It requires the Authority to practically eliminate carbon dioxide emissions from its
operations over the course of the decade.
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The plan contains a new objective which commits the Authority to reducing its emissions by 95% by 2030, compared with a
2005 baseline. By March last year, the Authority had reduced its emissions by 62%, compared with 2005.
Over the next five years the Authority will install further renewable or low energy technologies across its estate, which
consists of four office buildings, four National Park Centres (including the Dales Countryside Museum), four workshops and
10 public toilet blocks. All the Authority’s leased vehicles will be switched to plug-in electric, while carbon dioxide emissions
from journeys made by car by officers, Members and volunteers will be reduced by at least 10% by 2025 and by 50% by
2030.
The Authority will also maintain a £30,000 a year budget to directly fund new woodlands. This means that by 2030, the
amount of carbon dioxide sequestered annually from woodlands funded by the National Park Authority will be at least 30
times the amount it emits.
New fund supports school wildlife project
Cracoe and Rylstone Primary School in Craven has received the first
grant from the new Swinden Quarry Natural Environment Fund.
Pupils received £2,000 to create an allotment and wildlife garden on
land next to the school. They are pictured celebrating their success in
the days before the school shut in response to the Coronavirus
emergency.
A total of £30,000 will be available each year through the fund, for
the next twenty years, for projects which conserve and enhance the
environment in the 13 parishes around Swinden Quarry. Tarmac,
which owns the quarry, is financing the fund, while the grants are
being administered by the National Park Authority.
Westmorland apprentices work through lockdown
Four young people apprenticed in countryside management in the
Westmorland Dales are finding ways to practise their new skills in
their gardens or family farms – and are continuing to be tutored via
video conferencing.

Photo credit: Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority

Rebekah Allison from Penrith, Billy Capstick from Kendal, Sarah
Clarke – who moved to the Dales from Cheshire to take up the
apprenticeship – and Abbi Woof, from Sedbergh, spent the first eight
months of their work-based courses learning skills such as drystone
walling, willow spilling and tool maintenance.
With the onset of the Coronavirus ‘lockdown’ last month, the
apprentices have had to turn to more book learning – but have kept
their saws, spades and string lines in use. Recent home work has
included walling, making garden gates and surveying flowers and
birds.

Photo credit: Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority

The apprenticeship scheme is part of the Westmorland Dales Landscape Partnership project, made possible by the National
Lottery Fund.
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Curlews’ haunting call
The leader of a farming and nature partnership is using World Curlew Day (21 April) to
highlight that the northern English uplands are the core breeding area for the curlew,
a bird of global conservation concern. The Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority – a
member of the Northern Upland Chain Local Nature Partnership (NUCLNP)– has
sought to engage people in the story of curlew. The Authority celebrated the moment
in February they returned to the hills from the coast to breed, and earlier this month
recorded their haunting call in upper Wensleydale.
There isn’t a total population figure for curlews in either the large regional area
covered by the NUCLNP or in the Yorkshire Dales National Park. However, results of
recent analysis of the British Trust for Ornithology’s Breeding Bird Survey suggest the
curlew population is stable in the Yorkshire Dales National Park, bucking the national
trend of a significant decline.
Photo credit: Yorkshire Dales National
Park Authority

Scotland
SCNP submits proposals for National Planning Framework 4
Scottish Campaign for National Parks has submitted a paper to the Scottish Government in response to its call for ideas for
the forthcoming National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4), which will be Scotland’s long-term spatial plan. The new Planning
(Scotland) Act 2019 gives NPF4 an even stronger role in the planning system and merges it with Scottish Planning Policy, so
for the first time spatial and thematic policies for Scotland’s planning system will be in the same place.
SCNP’s submission sets out the significance of Scotland’s rural landscapes, calls for integration with the Land Use Strategy
and makes the case for more National Parks and for better management of National Scenic Areas. It proposes a new role
for Regional Parks and stronger protection for Local Landscape Areas, and supports the development of a national Nature
Network across Scotland.
Galloway National Park

Photo credit: Scottish Campaign for National Parks
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SCNP and the Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland have released new research which clearly demonstrates that
a Galloway National Park would boost the economy of a remote and fragile community, currently suffering from limited
and seasonal employment, as well as protect the landscape.
Using evidence from the worldwide network of National Parks, the detailed new report, The Potential Socio-economic
Impacts of a New National Park for Galloway, argues convincingly that designating a National Park would boost the number
of UK and international visitors to Galloway, and would generate much-needed additional jobs and income in one of the
more fragile and remote parts of rural Scotland.
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