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Brecon Beacons National Park  

 
BRECON BEACONS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  

 
Paws in the Park 
Craig-y-nos Country Park in the Brecon Beacons National Park held two special dog days in February half-term. 
The Park in the Swansea Valley area, which receives thousands of dog walkers a year, hosted an array of dog 
related activities and demonstrations for visitors and their four-legged friends to get involved with. With spring 
fast approaching bringing the ground-nesting birds breeding season and spring lambs, ‘Paws in the Park’ was 
also the perfect time for visitors to find out more about how to make sure their dogs are safe out walking in 
the Park.  
 
Craig-y-nos country park warden, Ian Penn said: “The National Park is very popular with dog walkers and we 
wanted to celebrate all aspects of dog ownership with this event. We also want visitors to be able to walk their 
dogs in the Park safely and with care. With around half of our visitors to Craig-y-nos Country Park bringing a 
dog with them it’s important to me that the Park can be enjoyed by both humans and wildlife alike.” 
 
Mr Edward Evans, Brecon Beacons National Park Authority Member champion for agriculture and land 
management also commented, “It's true that we are a nation of dog lovers but with so many people taking 
their dogs into the countryside over the Christmas break, sadly, the number of dog attacks on sheep grew 
alarmingly. Farmers are now at their wits end and with the lambing season beginning it’s even more important 
that sheep are not stressed or hurt by dogs – livelihoods are at stake and the police and farmers are warning 
that dogs found worrying and attacking sheep will be shot.  
 
He continued, “To raise awareness of this 
and other dog related issues we ran the 
event at Craig-y-nos Country Park to 
encourage dog owners not to take any 
chances with the wellbeing of their pets 
and to give them vital information about 
wildlife and farm animals along with the 
tools they need to act responsibly. The 
displays and the dog training and agility 
will be a real draw for dog owners and 
motivate them to find out more about 
how to protect and support the 
countryside that they enjoy with their 
dogs.” 
 
 
 
 
Controlled Burning in the Brecon Beacons 
Smoke could be seen rising from Penderyn Common in March as fires blazed across the moorland. This time 
though the fire was started under the watchful eyes of the Brecon Beacons National Park Wardens and firemen 
from the Mid and West Wales and South Wales Fire and Rescue Services as part of a training exercise. Known 
as ‘controlled burns’, fires are set each year on areas of moorland and heathland across the National Park as 
a part of important ongoing land management in partnership with graziers. Burning encourages new growth 

Paws in the Park - Copyright Brecon Beacons National Park Authority - 
credit Bob Grainger Photography 
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of grasses and better grazing for animals and attracts many species of insects which are the perfect food for 
the ground nesting birds that will arrive in the spring. Each year different small sections of land are burnt to 
build up a mosaic of land patches of different ages creating greater biodiversity and habitats for a wide range 
of wildlife whilst also continuing to let the stock graze. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Brecon Beacons National Park warden, Paul Chapman, invited the fire crews to work with the warden team 
this year; “local fire crews joined us for one of our controlled burning days on the common. It allowed some 
of their new recruits the chance to practice before illegal fires are set during what has become known as 
‘Wildfire Season’ after the legal burning season ends in the hills at the end of March. We have always worked 
closely with the fire service as National Park Authority land has been damaged by uncontrolled burning many 
times in the past and we are grateful for the fire brigade’s help at those times. When April arrives lighting fires 
on the land is illegal and causes great damage to wildlife and we urge members of the public not to start fires 
on purpose.” 
 
Illegal off-roaders targeted across the Park 
The National Park Authority and two local police forces have joined to target illegal off-roaders in the Brecon 
Beacons National Park. Operations carried out in March saw off-roaders stopped in their tracks, many leaving 
the National Park with warnings and pending prosecutions.  
 
Police apprehended a number of drivers at Trefil Quarry in the east of the Park and the owner of a 4x4 caught 
driving off-road near the quarry was successfully prosecuted, fined and made to pay court fees. In this 
particular case the individual had been warned during a previous exercise. If someone receives this warning 
(known as a Section 59) it means that if they are caught a second time in the following 12 months their vehicle 
will be seized, possibly destroyed and they will be fined. In a subsequent, equally successful operation a quad 
bike was stopped and seized. 
 
Councillor Rosemarie Harris, National Park Authority Member commented, “What the vehicle owners need 
to realise is that their actions cause damage to the beautiful landscape, with land being cut by the tyres and 
deeply scarred. Wildlife and livestock are also disturbed by this activity and the safety of other Park users is 
put at risk especially when non-vehicular rights of way are used. The Police and the Authority receive many 
complaints about this every year.” 
 
Police Constable Jamie Whitcomb, Gwent Police said, “The operations we worked on alongside the National 
Park Wardens have had positive results in the effort to reduce illegal off-roading across this protected 
landscape. Often the owners of motorbikes, quad bikes and scramblers ride without valid MOT, insurance and 

Controlled burning taking place on 
Penderyn Common Copyright Brecon 
Beacons National Park Authority 
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protective safety equipment and there is a real lack of concern for their own safety and for members of the 
public. We too are keen to stop this dangerous and unsociable behaviour and look forward to more joint 
operations in the future.” 
 

The Broads National Park  

 
THE BROADS SOCIETY  
 
Hoveton Great Broad (HGB) 
Once again Hoveton Great Broad is in the news. Hoveton Great Broad was, in fact, one of the first areas of the 
Broads to be opened up with a boardwalk with access from the river. However, access was restricted to specific 
opening times, was only accessible by boat and had an entry fee. When public funding was sought to restore 
the whole broad, which the landowner had allowed to fall into neglect, the issue of public access, particularly 
from the land, came into play. 
 
Heritage Lottery approved the award, but the project included only very limited access by canoe, operated by 
a commercial company, despite a significant local outcry, a large petition and detailed objections being made 
to the applicant, Natural England, and the Lottery Fund. Although the Broads Society welcomes any serious 
plans to restore a broad or area of wetland, when such a large amount of public money, approx. £2 million 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund in the first instance, is awarded without any consideration to public access 
they are not happy! 
 
Now the Broads Society is informed that a further £2.4 million of European money has been added to the 
scheme, but still with no improvement for access from the land and little hope of there ever being proper 
public access from the water. This is very frustrating for the Society as there would appear to be very little that 
they can do to redress the balance and a dangerous precedent is set. 
 
National Park Society’s 2016 Annual Conference hosted by the Broads Society 
Everything is in place for an enjoyable, interesting and rewarding experience at the National Park Society’s 
Annual Conference to be held at Belsey Bridge Conference Centre from 21 to 23 October. The Broads Society 
is now taking bookings, please visit their website www.broads-society.org.uk where you can find full details, a 
copy of the Conference brochure and an application form for you to download. The Broads Society 
recommends that you book early to secure the study visit of your choice. They have been fortunate in retaining 
the services of a wide range of speakers on all aspects of the issues concerning the Broads, as well as other 
important wetlands and National Parks. The Society looks forward to seeing you there. 
 
The Three Rivers Way 
Construction work on the first phase of this visionary project was started by Norfolk County Council in January 
this year. The whole project is being driven by an enthusiastic community group and will see the construction 
of a nine mile, shared use path connecting four key villages in the Northern Broads area. The first phase will 
be complete by early summer and covers about 2½ miles from Hoveton to Horning. The project includes a pilot 
self-service cycle hire scheme, using internet technology for booking and access to bikes, with 18 bikes at three 
locations along the way. Money for the project has come from the “Linking Communities – grants to support 
cycling in National Parks” funding, Norfolk County Council and the Broads Authority. 
 
 
 

  

http://www.broads-society.org.uk/
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THE BROADS AUTHORITY 

Wetland Grassland Bid 

The Broads and an area of North Norfolk have been selected to be part of a £16 million bid to 

improve wet grassland across England. This major project of restoration and recreation across 

930 ha of protected SSSI and N2K sites will be complimented by ground breaking investigation 

into the hydrological functioning of the floodplain and valley side habitats.  

National Park Branding 

A high court judge ruled in favour of the Broads using the National Park branding. The Chair of the 

Broads Authority, Prof Jacquie Burgess said she was “thrilled” that the judge had recognised the 

clear rationale for the name. She continued, "The Broads fully deserves to be known as a National 

Park – as much as the Lake District, the Cairngorms or any of the US Parks such as the Everglades 

or Yosemite.” However, since then a further appeal has been lodged. Despite this, their legal 

advice has suggested that the Authority begin to use the branding, which is now in use on their 

flyers and in publicity.  

 

Halvergate Mashes Copyright Broads Authority  
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Dartmoor National Park  

 
DARTMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  
 
Digging the summer 
The summer of 2016 promises to be a busy time 
for the Dartmoor National Park archaeology team 
as several Moor than meets the eye projects shift 
into or continue their fieldwork phases. First 
among these is the third season of excavation at 
North Hall Manor in Widecombe. This is one of 
only three moated medieval manor sites in Devon 
and previous excavation has sampled the site and 
revealed the stone footings of the manor building, 
post holes belonging to less substantial wooden 
structures and a range of high status artefacts 
including high status pottery from Islamic Spain, 
window glass and a medieval French coin. This 
year’s excavation will hopefully reveal more of the 
main manor building and its ancillary structures 
and will take place from Monday 27 June to the 
open day on Saturday 2 July. 
 
Prehistoric Dartmoor, specifically the Bronze Age, is also under investigation this year with two excavations 
which are currently in the planning stages. The first of these, planned for late August, will target two small 
cairns on Hangingstone Hill as part of a general investigation of the archaeology of the area in the wake of the 
Whitehorse Hill discovery. The second will explore Sittaford stone circle. This monument was only identified, 
partially concealed by peat, in recent years and is of national importance as it has remained undisturbed since 
if fell into disuse around 4,000 years ago. Targeted excavation offers the opportunity to answer some basic 
questions concerning the site and, potentially, shed light on the development and use of stone circles more 
generally.  
 
Watch out for the Skunk Cabbage 
You might have heard about Himalayan Balsam or Japanese Knotweed, but have you heard about the 
American Skunk Cabbage? Introduced from North America to Britain in 1901, it escaped into the wild in 1947 
and is now causing havoc on many of Britain’s waterbodies. The Skunk Cabbage is related to our native Wild 
Arum. It can grow to 1.5m in height, has large, leathery leaves and yellow hood-like spathes. It thrives in damp 
and wet habitats such as wet woods and along streams and riverbanks, and ponds. Other than requiring an 
element of water, it is not fussy in its requirements and easily out competes neighbouring plants, forming 
dense stands below which no other plants can grow. Mature seeds fall to the ground and germinate directly 
next to the mother plant; near running water, berries can also be transported downstream. 
 

Invasive non-native species, including Skunk Cabbage, are considered the second biggest threat to biodiversity 
worldwide. Skunk Cabbage is now starting to become a problem on Dartmoor, especially on the Bovey 
catchment, with up to a hundred plants being present within short stretches of the river corridor in certain 
places, and new plants appearing ever further downstream. The plants found in the wild have spread from 
garden ponds or arisen from dumped garden material; however, this plant is still available in garden centres 
and nurseries and is popular in bog gardens. 
 

North Hall dig Copyright Dartmoor National Park Authority  
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So what’s to be done? It is technically the landowner’s responsibility 
to control invasive plants on their own land. However, piecemeal 
efforts by isolated individuals often have little effect, as it is 
necessary to work in a coordinated manner on a whole river 
catchment, starting at the top of the catchment and working down, 
to ensure that there is nothing left to wash down once control has 
been achieved in a certain location.  
 
This spring, Dartmoor National Park, as part of the Moor than 
Meets the Eye Landscape Partnership, started such a catchment 
approach on the Barramoor Brook, one of the catchments of the 
Bovey and one of the most heavily infested with Skunk Cabbage. 
Surveys took place in early April to identify the uppermost location 
of this plant; and, together with local landowners and volunteers, 
the process of plant removal began in late April. The hope is that 
this will clear a certain stretch of river for good, and that, by slowly 
working downstream over time, this plant can be eradicated from 
Dartmoor.  
 
A Love Letter to Dartmoor - 365 Photographs by Jo Bradford  
Jo Bradford took a daily photo of Dartmoor every day in 2015, in an attempt to promote the landscape that 
she loves to a global audience. She lives on the Moor with her husband, two tiny children and two big dogs. 
Armed with just an iPhone to shoot all the photos on, she went out to explore the Moor, usually accompanied 
by her two pre-school aged children. By taking daily photos with a ubiquitous smartphone camera, she has 
highlighted how accessible the beauty of the great outdoors is to any visitor with half an hour on their hands 
and a phone in their pocket, even when they have their family with them. Her pictures feature ancient stone 
structures, ponies, long views of tors and valleys, clouds, bluebells, heather, rivers and woodland amongst 
other things. 
  
When she started the project on Instagram on the 1 January 2015, it had around 100 followers, mostly family 
and friends. Now she has 50,000 followers from all over the globe, who log in daily to see the latest picture 
and talk to her about Dartmoor and the UK. She seeks to inspire her project’s army of followers to use their 
electronic devices for adventure and creativity.  
 
The final collection of 365 photos will be exhibited at the Dartmoor National Park Visitor Centre in Princetown 
from May to August 2016. Find Jo on www.instagram.com/greenislandstudios  
 

Exmoor National Park  

 
EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
 
Moor to Enjoy project 
The three year health and wellbeing project, Moor to Enjoy, aims to demonstrate the health and wellbeing 
benefits of visiting Exmoor National Park and enjoying experiences in the natural environment. The focus is on 
physical and mental health and emotional wellbeing taking the Five Ways to Wellbeing as a starting point: 
give; be active; keep learning; connect; take notice. In March this year Moor to Enjoy was cited as a case study 
in the Government’s 8 Point Plan for National Parks launched by Elizabeth Truss, Secretary of State for the 
environment. 
  

Skunk Cabbage at Vogwell Copyright Dartmoor 
National Park Authority 

http://www.instagram.com/greenislandstudios
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Project co-ordinator Keeley Rolfe says: “It’s been a really busy 18 months and the project is now established 
and bringing together group leaders and beneficiaries through activities within the National Park. These have 
included short ‘health walks’, hawk and owl flying, group events using storytelling as a therapeutic medium 
and facilitating access to public events including Big Adventure Days and Bogtastic.” 
 
In the first 18 months:  
 36 groups have directly engaged with the Project for information, advice and guidance on how to access 

and enjoy the National Park. 
 13 groups have had supported visits to the National Park as a result of this contact. 
 272 individuals have been involved 
 When surveyed using questionnaires based on the Warwick-Edinburgh Health and Wellbeing system 96% 

of the participants said that they enjoyed the experience, 29% said they were more physically active and 
83% had their spirits lifted. 

 
This year Moor to Enjoy is piloting an Exmoor GPS (Green Prescription Scheme), a GP referral scheme. The 
project seeks to establish contact between health and social care professionals and organisations and 
environmental organisations in Exmoor. 
 
The Project hosted a national strategy workshop 
involving the national management teams from 
Public Health England and National Parks England 
to enable exploration and discussions regarding 
National Parks as environments to improve and 
enhance health and wellbeing. Participants and 
beneficiaries on the project met with the senior 
teams to share their experiences and benefits. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exmoor Rural Crime Initiative 
A joint wildlife crime operation took place in North Devon earlier this year under the auspices of the Exmoor 
Rural Crime Initiative. The Initiative comprises of the two police forces, Exmoor National Park Authority, the 
National Trust, the Environment Agency, The Crown Estate, River Exe Tributaries Association, Forestry 
Commission and the National Wildlife Crime Unit. 
 
Officers from both Avon and Somerset and Devon and Cornwall Police along with staff from Devon and 
Somerset Trading Standards, Environmental Health and the National Wildlife Crime Unit visited nine premises 
in the Barnstaple area as part of a wildlife crime operation. 
 
Two men were arrested for poaching offences and bailed pending further enquires, and two men and a woman 
were also arrested in connection with firearms offences and have been bailed. This activity follows a two and 
a half year investigation and intelligence gathering by both police forces into organised crime and poaching 
networks. 
 

Musgrove Park cancer nurses on a visit to Exmoor National Park 

organised by Keeley Rolfe Copyright Exmoor National Park Authority  
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Using Trading Standards and Food Safety powers along with a number of warrants obtained under the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act, business and residential properties were searched by officers as part of investigations 
into alleged offences surrounding poaching and the illegal supply of meat into the food chain.  
 
Exmoor Hill Farming Network  
The Exmoor Hill Farming Network has been awarded a grant of £35,000 from the Exmoor National Park 
Authority Programmes and Partnerships Budget - which is an important element in achieving National Park 
purposes and priorities. 
 
Members confirmed the grant at a recent meeting of the Authority. The Exmoor Hill Farming Network recently 
received nearly £50,000 from the Princes Countryside Fund, half the required budget to maintain the network 
to the end of March 2018. The money will enable the Network to continue to operate over the next two years.  
 
Dave Knight, farmer and chairman of Exmoor Hill Farming Network said: “We are delighted to receive ongoing 
support from Exmoor National Park Authority to enable us to continue to provide information and advice to 
the farming community on Exmoor, it means so much to us.” 
 
Sarah Bryan, head of conservation and access said: “We have been absolutely delighted to work with the 
Exmoor Hill Farming Network over recent years and to support the valuable work that it does in bringing 
farmers together, developing new ways of working and helping to ensure that farming continues to underpin 
the management of our beautiful Exmoor landscape. We wish the Network all the very best in this next phase 
of work.” 
 

Lake District National Park  

 
FRIENDS OF THE LAKE DISTRICT  
 
Hedge laying competitors brave the elements 
The Friends of the Lake District annual hedge-laying competition saw 18 hardy competitors contending with 
strong winds, spells of sunshine and snow in Staveley near Kendal. As usual, the event was attended by many 
spectators.  
 

 
 Hedge Laying Competition Winners Staveley Copyright Friends of the Lake District 



News from Around the Parks / Spring 2016 / Page 9 
 

As one of the Lancashire and Westmorland Hedge Laying Association Grand Prix series, novices, juniors and 
professionals came together to show off their skills and between them 115m of hedge was laid. This year’s 
event also introduced a new starter class aimed at encouraging young teenagers to learn the art of this 
traditional rural craft to keep it thriving well into the future.  
 
Ruth Kirk, Friends of the Lake District competition organiser said, “A well laid hedge provides a barrier for 
livestock which is attractive to look at and is intrinsic to the appeal of the Lake District landscape. It’s also an 
important habitat for countryside birds, many of which are in decline. The skill and technique required to lay 
a hedge well can’t be underestimated and as usual, we were delighted to welcome many spectators to the 
event. It’s heartening to know that so many people are keen to keep this rural skill alive and thriving.” 
 
Fell Care Days 2016 
With the terrible floods Cumbria experienced 
this winter there is a huge amount of work to be 
done to heal and restore its beloved landscapes. 
There’s never been a more urgent need for help 
and Friends of the Lake District are calling on 
volunteers to attend one of their Fell Care Day 
events this year.  
 
Friends of the Lake District’s Fell Care Days are 
mass-volunteering practical conservation and 
learning events that bring together local 
communities, schools and volunteers from many 
different walks of life. They focus on 
reconnecting people with the landscape by 
raising awareness of the immense value of 
uplands in providing diverse and unique habitats; 
food and fuel; clean water; flood control; jobs; 
locking up carbon in peat soils; opportunities for 
recreation and improving our health and well-
being to name but a few. 
 
They’re running three volunteering events in Cumbria this year, the first having a slightly different feel as it’s 
being held as part of the Keswick Mountain Festival (Saturday 21 May) to give those who love the outdoors 
the chance to have a go at putting something back into protecting it.  
 
‘Discover Cumbria’ grants 
Friends of the Lake District launched its ‘Discover Cumbria’ grant scheme in February 2015. Run in partnership 
with Natural England, its remit was to enable organisations, schools or groups to run innovative events or 
activities to encourage communities to get outside, discover and enjoy something new about the natural 
environment. Both partners contributed funds to a grant pot totalling £10,000. 
 
In the last year, 14 projects received grant funding and a total of 33 events were held across the county thanks 
to the support of the grant scheme. Events attracted over 1,600 people, their success in no small part being 
down to their diversity and ingenuity. A new footpath to connect communities, a swim along the length of the 
river Eden, seed planting to improve butterfly habitats and a visit to Friends of the Lake District’s own property 
at High Borrowdale in Cumbria with local poet Harriet Fraser were just some of the events supported by the 
‘Discover Cumbria’ grant scheme. 

 

Path maintenance Copyright Friends of the Lake District  
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More information on all of Friends of the Lake District events including Fell Care Days for 2016 is available on 
their website at www.friendsofthelakedistrict.org.uk  
 
LAKE DISTRICT NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
 
Lake District flood recovery 
Keswick visitors and celebrated the reopening of the raised boardwalk section of the Railway Path ahead of 
the busy Easter period. From family bike rides to morning runs, the flat scenic route is one of the most popular 
multi-access trails for people in the area and has been sorely missed during its partial closure following the 
December floods. Two bridges that cross the River Greta and around 200m of path were washed away during 
the floods and Rawsome Bridge was later closed to ensure public safety. 
 
Since then, the Lake District National Park has been working on a plan to reconnect the route. The first phase 
is the repair and reopening of the raised boardwalk section, meaning people can start using around half of the 
route. 
 
Cath Johnson, area ranger for the Lake District National Park, said: “We know how important this route is for 
local people so we’re delighted to be able to reopen this popular section of the Keswick to Threlkeld Railway 
Path ahead of Easter. However, as half of the route is still closed, and a permanent reconnection of the path 
is likely to take up to two years, we ask people to continue to take notice of the fencing and signs as these are 
in place to keep everyone safe. We are working with volunteers, landowners and other organisations to find 
safe alternative routes for people to use and we’ll share these as they are confirmed.” 
 
Lake District confirmed as UK nomination 
for World Heritage status 
The English Lake District has become the UK’s 
latest nomination for World Heritage site 
status following confirmation of the bid being 
received by UNESCO, the United Nations’ 
cultural agency. This is the UK’s only 
submission for 2017 following the 
Government’s announcement in 2014 that it 
would be submitting the Lake District for 
consideration in the category of ‘cultural 
landscapes’.  
 
Since then, the Lake District National Park 
Partnership has been working with 25 
partners, including the National Trust, 
Cumbria County Council and Forestry 
Commission to create a compelling case for 
international recognition. The Government’s Department for Culture, Media and Sports (DCMS) and Historic 
England submitted the four volume nomination to UNESCO for review. It will be reviewed during the next 12-
18 months, and the process will include a visit to the Lake District ahead of a decision being made in summer 
2017. 
 
Chair of the Lake District’s World Heritage project management group, Steve Ratcliffe, said: “This marks a 
significant milestone for the bid and is an opportunity for all the partners involved to celebrate their 
contribution. We have submitted a strong bid to UNESCO, showcasing how the landscape is a living example 
of a cultural landscape. It has been shaped by the people who farm and work in the Lake District over 
thousands of years, alongside the millions who visit and take inspiration from this special place every year. The 

Ullswater as an example of cultural Landscape Copyright Lake District National 
Park Authority 

http://www.friendsofthelakedistrict.org.uk/
http://www.lakedistrict.gov.uk/aboutus/news/news-pages/lake-district-confirmed-as-uk-nomination-for-world-heritage-status
http://www.lakedistrict.gov.uk/aboutus/news/news-pages/lake-district-confirmed-as-uk-nomination-for-world-heritage-status
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next stage is for people to get involved and ‘back the bid’ and help us achieve the global recognition the Lake 
District deserves in becoming the UK’s largest World Heritage site.” 
 
The bid also demonstrates how the Lake District inspired the Romantic poets and is the birthplace of a global 
conservation movement, including the early formation of the National Trust. By achieving World Heritage 
status, people in the Lake District, and Cumbria, would see real benefits. The status would generate a sense of 
civic pride within Lake District communities and just a one per cent increase in cultural visitors could boost the 
local economy by about £20m. There would also be an increased recognition of the economic and cultural role 
that farming plays in the Lake District. 
 
If successful, this would be Cumbria’s second World Heritage Site, including Hadrian’s Wall in the north of the 
county. There are 29 World Heritage sites in the UK, four of which are in the category ‘cultural landscape’ 
including the volcanic archipelago St Kilda in Scotland, and the Blaenavon Industrial Landscape in Wales. 
 
From waterfalls to Wainwright – there’s a new way to explore Ullswater 
Communities and businesses around the Lake District’s Ullswater Valley have celebrated the launch of a brand 
new walking route – the Ullswater Way - around what many believe to be England’s most beautiful lake. The 
new, 20-mile walking route connects the spectacular scenery along the shores of Ullswater with the 
picturesque villages and attractions, meaning visitors can enjoy even more of this special corner of the Lake 
District. 

 
Walking the Ullswater Way at Gowbarrow Copyright Val Corbett 

 
Following the floods in December, people in the Ullswater area of the Lake District have been working hard to 
get reconnected and let people know how they are ‘open for business’. This has been particularly important 
in areas like Glenridding and Pooley Bridge where the flood damage made headline news across the country. 
 
The creation of a promoted circular route around Ullswater has long been an ambition of the community, so 
the opportunity was seized and a partnership project was put into action between local people and Lake 
District National Park Authority, the National Trust, the Ullswater Association, Eden District Council, Ullswater 
Steamers, and See More Cumbria with additional funding from the Cumbria Waste Management Environment 
Trust. 
 
Although there were already existing walking routes in the area, there wasn’t a fully connected route around 
the lake. So we have been working with local people, businesses and landowners to improve access, including 

http://www.lakedistrict.gov.uk/aboutus/news/news-pages/from-waterfalls-to-wainwright-theres-a-new-way-to-explore-ullswater
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a new 2.5km public right of way, and the installation of new waymarkers, fingerposts and gates to make it 
easier for people to navigate on the ground. 
 
The Ullswater Way crosses sections of open fell and farm land, offering visitors stunning views, as well as the 
path Wainwright described as ‘the most beautiful and rewarding walk in Lakeland’. The route also includes a 
new section of footpath near Maiden Castle, once the site of an Iron Age Hill fort it now offers spectacular 
views of the Ullswater Valley, as well as views to the Pennines to the East and Blencathra to the west. 
 

New Forest National Park 

 
NEW FOREST ASSOCIATION  
 
Campaign against solar arrays in New Forest National Park draws to a successful conclusion 
New Forest Association (NFA) has objected to a stream of applications for large solar arrays on landscape and 
land use grounds. They initially opposed the Authority's grant recommendation and latterly supporting their 
refusals at appeal. 
 
The last two appeals have been called in by the Secretary of State as he wishes to consider himself whether the 
development proposal would have any impact on the National Park. Both have been dismissed. 
 
In the first he overruled the inspector's recommendation, concluding that the 5MW array would be a major 
development (IR191) and did not meet NPPF116 in that exceptional circumstances have not been 
demonstrated in terms of [location]. 
 
In the second the SoS agreed with the inspector that the benefits are clearly outweighed by the considerable 
harm to the landscape and natural beauty of this part of the New Forest National Park (IR81). For the reasons 
at IR83 he agrees with the Inspector that the exceptional circumstances to justify approval in a National Park 
have not been demonstrated.  
 
Fungi campaign 
After years of increasing damage from commercial pickers, and more than two autumns passing with much 
talk but no subsequent action from the Forestry Commission and National Park Authority, the NFA council 
took the lead and tasked our Habitat and Landscape Committee to develop the New Forest Association’s policy 
and campaign to protect fungi from foragers. 
 
The display of fungi in the New Forest is as essential a part of the experience of autumn in this protected 
habitat as the pannage pigs, and should remain for all to see and enjoy. 
 
At meetings in July 2015 at Verderers Court and National Park Authority, they called for the Forestry 
Commission to impose a ban on fungi harvest on the Crown Lands of the New Forest, the Site of Special 
Scientific Interest under their stewardship. This is in keeping with existing blanket bans in Epping Forest and 
at many of the Wildlife Trusts’ Nature Reserves. A blanket ban will assist enforcement by removing the need 
to prove commercial intent and weigh amounts against the arbitrary allowance.  
 
The National Trust imposed the ban on the Northern Commons that they manage within the Forest. The 
Forestry Commission stopped short of the ban, but did engage in a series of events targeting commercial 
foragers, some harvests were seized and destroyed. The NFA believes the FC missed a trick by not moving 
forward with prosecutions which should further deter commercial criminals. Foraging fungi for any commercial 
purpose is theft in the Theft Act 1964. Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 if they have taken any rare 
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protected species they face summary conviction for six months plus a £5k fine, or if Natural England determine 
that a group of pickers have engaged in potentially damaging operations on SSSI, fines of up to £20k may be 
levied. 
 
The Forestry Commission's latest The New Forest Essential Guide for 2016 has this more helpful message: 
"Fungi: The New Forest is a Site of Special Scientific Interest with over two thousand varieties of fungi, many 
of which are rare and internationally-important species. We appeal to people to look, but don’t pick. 
Commercial harvesting is not permitted and foray leaders must obtain a licence. We’re reviewing the 
guidelines on picking for personal consumption. New restrictions will be trialled to lessen the impacts on this 
very special habitat, visit forestry.gov.uk/newforest or call 0300 067 4601 for the latest details." 
 
However, the website referenced above has yet to be updated and carries the unreviewed guidelines and 
leaflets. This includes the 1.5kg "personal limit" and noisome parenthetical congratulations to those treating 
it as a goal rather than a limit: "(and if you’ve found this much you’ve done well!) ". This hardly fits with the 
more welcome "look, but don't pick". Baby steps? Perhaps. 
  
The New Forest Association have continued to press for a new code of conduct, and with the full support of 
the Members of the National Park Authority will be included in the stakeholders tasked with its development. 
They have stressed that a plan needs to be in place by the New Forest Show 2016 to have coordinated 
messages and actions for this autumn. They will also campaign for improved protection when wildlife laws are 
next revised (the Law Commission has published a draft, they do not know when it will be brought forward). 
 
More info at: www.facebook.com/notes/new-forest-association/nfa-fungi-campaign-2015-
16/765834296849604  
 
NEW FOREST NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  
 
Innovative affordable housing in the New Forest 
Work has started in the New Forest on an innovative scheme to help make more affordable homes available 
to local people. 
 
Land near Bransgore was generously gifted to the New Forest National Park Authority by Member Richard 
Frampton on a 999 year lease. Now two homes are being built which the Authority will let out to local people. 
The rent will be set at an affordable level, according to national criteria, and the money raised will be used to 
help fund similar schemes elsewhere in the New Forest National Park. It’s the first time a National Park 
Authority has become a landlord in this way to help with the issue of affordable housing and one which the 
Authority hopes to expand on. 
 
The three-bed semi-detached homes are built to high eco-standards, including energy-saving measures such 
as photo-voltaic roof tiles and ground-source heat pumps which will help to keep running costs down as well 
as reducing the impact on the environment. They have been carefully designed to take account of the 
surrounding area.  
 
The construction has been paid for by financial contributions from developers over a number of years. In line 
with the majority of planning authorities, the National Park Authority allows developers to make contributions 
in lieu of building on-site affordable housing themselves when they build open market housing in the area.  
 
Landmark grant to secure New Forest’s future 
A partnership scheme to conserve the New Forest’s unique heritage, landscape and wildlife for future 
generations has received £2.8m. The grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) will fund a visionary project 
to restore lost habitats, develop traditional Forest skills and inspire a new generation of people to cherish and 

https://www.facebook.com/notes/new-forest-association/nfa-fungi-campaign-2015-16/765834296849604
https://www.facebook.com/notes/new-forest-association/nfa-fungi-campaign-2015-16/765834296849604
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care for the National Park. The five-year New Forest Landscape Partnership Scheme will be led by the New 
Forest National Park Authority and 10 key partners, who will contribute their own funding to increase the pot 
to more than £4m. 

 
The three key programmes of the project are: 

 Restoring lost landscapes by helping landowners manage neglected woodlands, creating wildlife 
corridors through hedgerow planting, and restoring the New Forest’s archaeology and historic buildings 

 Enhancing traditional agricultural Forest skills among landowners, developing a New Forest Ranger 
apprenticeship scheme, encouraging new and young Commoners and improving traditional building skills 

 Inspiring the wider public and a new generation to discover Forest heritage by developing an e-cademy 
for sharing knowledge, collecting and conserving photographs and records to document the agricultural 
and commoning heritage of the New Forest, improving educational facilities and educating people about 
the role and importance of commoning to the New Forest.  

 
 
Multi-million pound scheme enhances 
New Forest’s world renowned 
habitats 
England’s largest environmental 
improvement scheme has reached its 
halfway point, after five years of 
impressive achievements in the New 
Forest. The New Forest Higher Level 
Stewardship (HLS) scheme funds 
projects to support commoners and 
conserve the fragile habitats of the 
New Forest Crown Lands. The 10 year 
agreement with Natural England is 
worth £19m and is held by the 
Verderers and managed by them in 
partnership with the Forestry 
Commission and the New Forest 
National Park Authority. 
 
The scheme is a rare opportunity to conserve fragile habitats and support commoners on such a large scale, 
and has achieved an exceptional amount since 2010: 

 Commoning – crucial grants and expert advice have been provided to hundreds of commoners to continue 
their ancient way of life turning out ponies and cattle onto the New Forest  

 Wetland restoration – nine miles of artificially straightened drainage channels have been restored to 
natural streams, protecting the New Forest’s internationally-important wetlands by slowing water flow. 

 Archaeology – 12,000 hectares, equivalent to 17,000 football pitches, has been surveyed; finding and 
recording thousands of historical sites to stop them being lost forever 

 Education - More than 11,000 children have gained a greater understanding of the New Forest through 
school visits 

 Habitat management – invasive rhododendron and other non-native species have been removed or 
reduced across approximately half of the New Forest, helping native plants flourish. 

 
 
 

Dartford warbler Copyright Luke Parkinson 
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Northumberland National Park  

 
NORTHUMBERLAND NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

Northumberland National Park wins National Park of the Year Award 
Northumberland National Park has been voted National Park of The Year in the BBC Countryfile Magazine 
Awards 2015/16.  
 
Tony Gates, chief executive of Northumberland National Park Authority, said: “The award is great recognition 
for Northumberland National Park and is one that highlights our county’s outstanding natural beauty on a 
national stage. I’ve no doubt that the national recognition will provide a great boost to the North East tourism 
industry. Whilst all National Parks are different, people who voted for us have recognised that Northumberland 
has much that is unique and which makes us a winner.” 
 
The BBC Countryfile Magazine Awards are now in their fifth year and are a celebration of Britain’s countryside. 
Northumberland National Park’s win follows its nomination by BBC presenter Ellie Harrison. Ellie’s nomination 
highlighted the National Park’s “meadows, moorland, peat bogs and ancient woodlands” and its “vivid history, 
solitude, dark skies and superb wildlife such as stoats, black grouse and red squirrels.” 
 
Northumberland National Park celebrates its 60th birthday in style! 
Party-goers travelled from far and wide to celebrate Northumberland National Park’s 60th birthday. Despite a 
less than perfect weather forecast, the party in the Park at Walltown on Hadrian’s Wall was a fun-packed day 
attracting people of all ages and from as far afield as Staffordshire. 
 
Party-goers met the rangers, went exploring on a Wild Safari, sipped tea in ‘landscape inspired’ cups made by 
the Park’s resident ceramic artist Megan Randall and tried their hand at making smelly cocktails, Park inspired 
birthday hats, bird feeders and edible treats!  
 
Tony Gates, chief executive at Northumberland National Park Authority, said: “Our 60th birthday party has 
been a fantastic opportunity for people to join us in celebrating this important milestone in the Park’s history. 
As Europe’s largest International Dark Sky Park, being England’s most tranquil area, and having England’s 
cleanest rivers, we now have even more ambitious plans for the future through The Sill: National Landscape 
Discovery Centre at Once Brewed on Hadrian’s Wall. 
 
“Our ground-breaking project is the largest ever undertaken by a National Park in the UK and will transform 
how visitors of all ages understand and explore the landscapes and cultural heritage of our region.”   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Tony and NNPA chairman, Cllr Glen Sanderson, celebrating the 60th 
Birthday Copyright Northumberland National Park Authority  
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Guided walks for explorers of all ages in Northumberland National Park  
Families and walkers of all ages and abilities will be able to explore the breathtaking landscapes, wildlife and 
history of Northumberland thanks to an extensive programme of guided walks led by National Park Volunteers. 
Also new for 2016 is a selection of guided walks for families and young children. The 2016 Volunteer Guided 
Walk programme features more than 70 routes of all types and grades covering the length and breadth of the 
Park, from the Cheviots in the North to Hadrian’s Wall in the South. The Guided Walks are part of the activity 
programme connected to The Sill: National Landscape Discovery Centre. 
 
Dave Richardson, Northumberland National Park volunteer development officer, explains: “We want to 
encourage more people to explore, discover and enjoy the Park’s unique history and stunning landscapes, but 
most importantly, to feel confident doing so.  
 
“We have a fantastic team of dedicated volunteers who are extremely knowledgeable about what makes the 
National Park so special. They are fantastic at bringing the spectacular sights to life with stories from the past 
and interesting facts about what people will see.” 
 

North York Moors National Park 

 
NORTH YORK MOORS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  
 
Coastal Communities Fund update 
The North York Moors National Park Authority secured £455,000 from the Coastal Communities Fund for the 
‘Sea Life, See Life’ project to showcase the natural, fishing , artistic and culinary heritage of the villages 
between Saltburn and Cloughton.  
 
The capital projects have ranged from small scale heritage restoration and interpretation to large public 
artworks. The fundamental aims of the projects have been to enhance the unique qualities of these coastal 
communities ensuring that local skills and heritage are preserved and promoted to visitors. 
 
Working with communities, businesses and parish councils the projects have included installing Victorian style 
lanterns unique to the village of Robin Hood’s Bay and replacing plastic urban street lighting. We have restored 
the village’s standpipes and water fountain to their former glory, as well as the complete restoration of the 
oldest known RNLI collection box, a cast iron cod fish which has stood proudly in place raising funds for the 
brave RNLI crews since the 1850s. 
 
The village of Staithes have honoured their most famous resident 
Captain Cook with a new sign as he points the way to the harbour, 
then a 9ft blue lobster sculpture will pay tribute to the villages rich 
fishing history as you arrive at the main car park.  
 
A large scale 50m mosaic has been commissioned to tell the story 
of the coast from the Jurassic dinosaurs to smuggling cottages and 
the rise of the railways and Victorian beach holidays. The project 
has been centred on letting the communities themselves decide 
what represents them and makes them unique, while using local 
tradesmen to carry out the work.  
 
 
 

Lobster sculpture, Straithes Festival Copyright Tony 
Bartholomew 
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This Exploited Land (TEL) 
The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) has awarded a £2.8m grant to protect and raise awareness of one of the 
unique landscapes of the North York Moors National Park. And with match funding from the Authority, the 
David Ross Foundation and other partners it takes the total budget for this project, entitled ‘This Exploited 
Land’, to £3.5m!  

 
East Mines, Stone Kilns and Chimney Copyright Paddy Chambers 

 
This Exploited Land tells the story of the pioneering ironstone and railway industry in an area stretching from 
Grosmont, through Eskdale to Kildale and then on through Rosedale to Rosedale Abbey. At its peak, in the 
mid-1870s – mid 1880s, the local ironstone industry including the Cleveland Hills provided 38% of Britain’s 
need for iron, which equated to 20% of world demand. And local technological developments in blast furnaces 
(such as the Cleveland Practice used at Grosmont ironworks) were, for a time, the most advanced in the world. 
 
However, it’s a heritage that is being eroded. The funding will allow us to work on 46 individual projects from 
2016-2021, including conservation of the iconic structures, such as ironstone kilns in Rosedale and mines in 
Kildale, reconnecting habitats and restoring ancient woodlands, the removal of fish barriers along the River 
Esk, and working with schools to encourage children to connect with and learn more from the landscape. 
 
The project is really exciting as it brings together industrial archaeology and the natural environment - Ring 
ouzels are an example of how the former industrial heritage has shaped the landscape for wildlife today. These 
birds, which are a national conservation priority, can be found around the disused railway and kilns in 
Rosedale.  
 
Working with young people 
The North York Moors National Park Authority engages with around 12,000 young people a year through their 
education service alone, and are working hard to increase this number. The ‘One Snowy Night’ sessions, held 
in a yurt with a log burner have been really popular.  
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The Authority are very keen to help children who would 
not normally get the chance to visit and experience our 
fantastic landscapes first hand. Last year we provided 
transport grants to enable schools from disadvantaged 
areas of Middlesbrough, Redcar and Cleveland and 
Scarborough to bring groups of children to the National 
Park.  
 
Almost 2,000 children benefited from the grants and 
participated in valuable learning ‘outside the classroom’ 
experiences. They also work with the Scouts and similar 
groups as part of our volunteer service. They do practical 
work, learn about the countryside - and even raise 
money for us! The Authority’s volunteer services 
provide opportunities for all ages including our Explorer 
Club for families with children between the ages of 4-14. 
Members of this club do a variety of activities, including 
work on the Cleveland Way, and are eligible to gain their 
John Muir awards too. 
 
The North York Moors National Park Authority are keen 
to involve young people in their governance too so they 
invite individuals to attend our committee meetings and 
speak directly to the Members.  
 
The NYMNPA have 16 apprentices working with them in a variety of roles. As well as the more traditional skills 
such as dry stone walling, building fences and maintaining rights of way, their outdoor apprentices are also 
being taught a new set of skills to help with the challenges facing our environment today. A recent example of 
how these skills are being put into practice is the ‘Slowing the Flow’ flood defense project around Pickering 
and Sinnington that was recently visited by HRH Prince of Wales. 
 

Peak District National Park 

 
FRIENDS OF THE PEAK DISTRICT 
 

Northern Powerhouse 

Friends of the Peak District are continuing their 'soft advocacy' prior to launching a manifesto for why high 

quality countryside is a key asset in northern regeneration. They attended a high level British Academy forum 

in Manchester to trial some of their arguments and they hope that BritAc will commission academic research 

to add weight. The draft manifesto is currently out for comment with CPRE in the NW and Yorkshire and 

Humber and to the northern National Park societies, who they hope will add broad support to the campaign. 

 

Income generation and National Parks 

In the face of declining central Government support, all National Parks are looking to generate income to 

sustain their vital work. The PDNPA is now developing a Giving Strategy which will include elements such as 

appeals for specific projects (e.g. maintaining trails), legacies and possibly a visitor payback scheme. They are 

having useful discussions, focussing on opportunities for partnership (we already operate a small visitor giving 

scheme, the Peak Pound Partnership). 

Northern Apprentice team Copyright North York Moors 
National Park Authority  
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Fiona Reynolds and The Fight for Beauty 

After Fiona becoming their new President (succeeding Julia Bradbury who remains as a VP), they are delighted 

that she is giving a public lecture at the beginning of their AGM evening, based on her new book, The Fight for 

Beauty. FPD are very much looking forward to welcoming her to the Peak District and celebrating their part in 

the history of the landscape protection and access movement. The AGM is on Monday 27th June at The 

Maynard in Grindleford. 

 

PEAK DISTRICT NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  
 
Peak District 65th anniversary 
Sunday April 17 marked the 65th anniversary of the Peak 
District National Park coming into being in 1951. It was 
Britain’s first National Park and since then the area’s 
natural beauty and all it offers has inspired and 
transformed the lives of thousands of residents and 
millions of visitors.  
 
The Peak District is inviting as many people as possible to 
celebrate by doing something wonderful that benefits 
some aspect of the National Park’s wildlife, heritage, 
landscape and communities by volunteering, supporting 
a local event of simply making the most of the fabulous 
landscape. The anniversary date was marked with the 
replacement of one of the Peak District’s most 
recognisable landmarks, Stanage Pole. 
 
Property manager Rebekah Newman explains: “A wooden pole has stood on Hallam Moors, close to Stanage 
Edge, for several hundred years marking the border of Derbyshire and South Yorkshire and could even mark 
the ancient frontier between Mercia and Northumbria.  
 
“The site is on an ancient packhorse route and must have been a useful landmark to travellers crossing the 
moors. The pole is still important to people today both as a focus for walkers and cyclists coming from the 
Hope Valley and Sheffield, and for its emotional significance as many people comment on how much they 
enjoy seeing it The most recent pole had rotted and was in danger of falling over so with the help of a number 
of local supporters we decided to replace it.’’ 
 
Walk in the Park fundraiser 
The Peak District’s traffic-free trails are special. This summer, a unique fundraising event aims to make them 
even better, with the support of actor and adventurer, Brian Blessed. The event will help care for the Peak 
District’s 34 miles of trails. 
 
‘Walk in the Park’ is the first major fundraising campaign in the UK’s first National Park. The plan is to 
encourage people to enjoy the great outdoors and raise money to look after the trails at a time of reduced 
Government funding. 
 
Thousands of people every year enjoy walking, cycling or horse riding along the disused railways routes, 
making the Monsal, Tissington, High Peak and Thornhill trails among the jewels in the Peak District’s crown. 
But that popularity comes at a price and maintenance costs £5 per metre per year, not including viaducts, 
bridges, tunnels and other manmade structures.  

Stanage Pole pre 1915 Copyright Sheffield Archives 
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‘Walk in the Park’ is on Saturday, August 
20 along the Monsal Trail. Exclusive to 
pre-registered fundraisers, part of the 
fee will include two nights’ camping at 
the Bakewell Showground if required, or 
a smaller fee without camping. The cost 
will also cover a range of activities, 
including fly fishing, guided ranger 
activities, storytelling, a circus and circus 
skills school. 
 
People who sign up to support the event 
can choose to walk five, eight or 16 miles 
and will be asked to raise a suggested 
minimum of £40 per person in 
sponsorship.  
 
 

Tickets and further information are available at www.peakwalkinthepark.com 
 
3,500-year-old urn found in Peak District 
Even small-scale ground disturbance, such as repairs to a footpath, can impact on archaeology. So when 
contractor Kieran Fogarty rang the Peak District National Park from the Roaches – Staffordshire Wildlife Trust’s 
nature reserve, near Leek, saying he had found an old pot whilst working on a path and did we want to take a 
look… we didn’t need asking twice. 
 
National Park archaeologist John Barnatt led the rescue excavation, with colleagues Ken Smith, Sarah Whiteley 
and volunteer Ann Hall, aiming to gain as much archaeological material and information from the site as 
possible.  
 
John said: “Kieran did exactly the right thing – we were able to get out to site and identify what he had 
uncovered. The impression of the urn’s side and base was still clearly visible in the edge of the trench. We 
identified the edges of the prehistoric pit the urn had been placed in originally, and we recovered significant 
amounts of cremated bone and charcoal. From the pot’s type, style and contents we identified it as a Bronze 
Age cremation urn dating back about 3,500 years.’’  
 

Pembrokeshire Coast National Park 

 
FRIENDS OF PEMBROKESHIRE COAST NATIONAL PARK  
 
Children’s literary competition 
The Friends of Pembrokeshire National Park run an annual children’s literary competition to stimulate a wider 
appreciation and understanding amongst the younger generation of what is so special about the landscape, 
flora, fauna and cultural heritage of the wonderful National Park. The children can win £60 and be featured in 
their magazine and online. 
 
Read last year’s winning entries here: www.fpcnp.org.uk/childrens-annual-competition  

 

Emma Stone and Brian Blessed Copyright Peak District National Park Authority 

http://www.peakwalkinthepark.com/
http://www.fpcnp.org.uk/childrens-annual-competition
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PEMBROKESHIRE COAST NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
 
Appeal to stop Preseli bluestone ‘burglars’ 
The Preseli Hills have been a special and spiritual place for thousands of years and are a crucial part of the 
Stonehenge story. But as news of their significance continues to spread, more and more pieces of Preseli 
bluestone are being illegally removed from sites which are part of the Mynydd Preseli Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) and Preseli Special Area of Conservation (SAC). Academics from the world of archaeology and 
geology have joined the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority in appealing to members of the public 
to stop taking fragments of spotted dolerite or ‘bluestone’ from protected sites such as Carn Menyn. 
 
National Park ranger Richard Vaughan said: “I walk the Preseli Hills with school groups, guided walks and on 
conservation work throughout the year and have noticed over the years that an increasing amount of stone 
chips and large chunks of rock are disappearing. It is very sad to think that to many the stones are very 
important, yet to others they are a possible source of income and taken away from where they belong.” 
 
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority culture and heritage manager, Phil Bennett added: “If somebody 
took a hammer and started bashing chunks off a bluestone at Stonehenge there would be an outcry. To me, 
what is happening at Carn Menyn is just the same.” 
 
Archaeologist Professor Geoff Wainwright added: “The Preseli bluestones hold the key to the meaning of 
Stonehenge and Carn Menyn was a special place from whence they came. To take fragments from Carn Menyn 
is to violate a part of our heritage which has been valued for over 4,000 years. When a piece of bluestone is 
removed from the crags at Carn Menyn, unique information about the past is lost and cannot be recovered. 
We have all been robbed.” 
 
Pembrokeshire’s Changing Coasts 
Members of the public are being asked to help capture the Pembrokeshire Coast’s changing landscape by 
taking photographs to help document the process of coastal change. The Pembrokeshire Coast National Park 
Authority’s Changing Coasts project will ask people to take and share photographs taken at specific locations, 
starting with a pilot at Abereiddi. 
  
National Park Authority interpretation officer Rebecca Evans said: “Winter storms have battered our coastline 
in recent years, dramatically changing some of the beaches. We are hoping that volunteer amateur 
photographers will help us to capture that change with images taken in different seasons, at different times 
of the day, at high and low tide.’’ 
 
The specific locations for taking the images will be 
marked with posts for people to rest their camera devices 
on and will include information on how to submit the 
photographs. 
 
National Trust manager Andrew Tuddenham, added: 
“One of the many beauties of the coast is that it naturally 
changes, and more so at Abereiddi since the sea wall was 
removed a few years ago. A new beach is being formed 
here and it’s fascinating to see this process unfolding 
over time. We’ve been monitoring the changes from this 
spot since 2012 and look forward to seeing this historic 
record grow through this project.” 
 

Changing Coasts Copyright Pembrokeshire National Park 
Authority 
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The first location can be found on the way to the Blue Lagoon, facing back across the beach at Abereiddi. At 
the end of the project, the images will be organised chronologically and used to produce a time-lapse film, 
which will be shared via social media. 
 
For more information visit www.pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk/changingcoasts 
 
Hard work pays off for National Park Youth Rangers 
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority’s Youth Rangers beat off stiff competition from 14 National Parks 
across Britain to scoop a national volunteering award earlier this year. 
 
The Youth Rangers are made up 16-25-year-olds from across Pembrokeshire, and have been named the 
winners of the group category in the 2015 UK National Parks Volunteer Awards, landing them a £1,000 bursary 
towards developing the scheme further. One Saturday a month the Youth Rangers get stuck in to varied 
practical conservation tasks, and help the public understand what a great place they live in. 
 
National Park Authority discovery ranger Tom Moses added: “Young people from Pembrokeshire face 
significant barriers to making the most of the outdoor opportunities available to them. Issues identified include 
lack of transport, confidence and knowledge of opportunities available, as well as worrying about the weather 
and peer pressure. 
  
“The Youth Rangers have found that all these can be overcome with ease, and are always incredibly positive 
about the many great things they experience. The quality of this year's candidates was exceptionally high. In 
the words of Helen Steer, one of the Volunteer Awards judges: All the nominees must be commended for 
exceptional service to our National Parks and our country's wild spaces. To know they are doing this as 
volunteers is especially awe-inspiring; they are credits to their families, communities and most of all to 
themselves." 
 

Snowdonia National Park 

 
SNOWDONIA SOCIETY 
 
Conwy Falls and the Fairy Glen 
The proposed RWE hydro scheme which threatens Conwy Falls and the Fairy Glen SSSI at Betws y Coed meets 
its next test at the end of April when Natural Resources Wales publishes its decision on the water abstraction 
and impoundment applications. The Snowdonia Society have been pressing NRW to uphold their landscape 
and nature conservation responsibilities.  
 
Following a high-profile campaign which brought together conservationists, anglers, kayakers and local 
businesses, Snowdonia National Park Authority refused planning permission for the scheme in a too-close-to-
call decision in March. Whilst an appeal seems unlikely, the society is keeping a close eye on the situation in 
case a revised application is submitted. 
 
The National Trust is one of the key landowners involved and as such has the power to put a stop to this 
scheme. But with the lure of income the Trust has, disappointingly, continued to tag along with the developer. 
National Trust has said that decisions are in the hands of the planning authority and NRW, but surely the 
National Trust should have its own principles when it comes to protecting SSSIs and their rare flora and fauna, 
and making sure that industrial-scale developments do not destroy a precious beauty spot? 
 
 

http://www.pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk/changingcoasts
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Glyn Rhonwy 
A 100MW pumped storage hydro scheme near Llanberis is the focus of a Development Consent Order 
application being determined by the Planning Inspectorate. The history of the site is interesting, having been 
a working quarry, a WW2 munitions dump and a key location in the development of rock-climbing on slate. 
 
Emptying of the silt and water from the existing quarry pits is a key concern for anglers, and for local families 
who use the lagoons of Llyn Padarn as a safe bathing spot. Llyn Padarn is a SSSI and SAC for its rare fish and 
plants. Evidence for the potential for uncleared/unexploded ordnance in the quarry pits has been unearthed 
by local campaigners - see http://glynrhonwy.org for more information.  
 
The Snowdonia Society’s submissions to both the Planning Inspectorate and Natural Resources Wales have 
focussed on concerns over impacts of this development on the landscape, ecology and access. The Open 
Spaces Society has cast its expert eye on the proposed ‘land swap’ for Common Land which the applicant 
proposes to deregister. The Society’s view is that the proposed replacement land – clear-felled conifer 
plantation- is unlikely to be an acceptable substitute for the open heathland which would be lost. 
 
Future Landscapes Wales and the Welsh Assembly elections 
The Snowdonia Society’s president, John Lloyd Jones, has written on this subject in the latest edition of 
Campaign for National Parks’ membership magazine, Viewpoint. His view is that the recommendations of the 
Marsden Panel should be properly considered by Welsh Government and not kicked into the long grass. This 
is the challenge which faces the Future Landscapes Wales programme.  
 
As for the Assembly elections, the Society fervently hope that once the dust has settled our National Parks will 
come under the remit of a Minister who has some interest in landscapes and conservation and a view of 
natural resources which encompasses more than their exploitation. Perhaps in those respects, things can only 
get better in Wales. 
 
SNOWDONIA NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
 
International Dark Sky Reserve for Snowdonia  
On 4 December, Snowdonia became the tenth 
International Dark Sky Reserve in the world. 
This designation is given by the International 
Dark Sky Institute to select destinations that 
have proven that the quality of their night air is 
outstanding and real efforts are being made to 
reduce light pollution.  
 
Announcing the news from its headquarters in 
Tucson Arizona, on behalf of the Dark Sky 
Institute Directors, John Barentine said, "I 
sincerely congratulate Snowdonia National Park 
on becoming an International Dark Sky Reserve, 
the tenth throughout the world. Wales now 
leads the world in the percentage of its territory 
enjoying protected status for its night skies: as of 
today, these protections now encompass nearly 18% of the Wales’ land area. Nowhere else has achieved 
comparable success in recognizing the value of night time darkness and taking concrete steps to safeguard it 
for future generations." 
 

Ty Cipar llawn Copyright Snowdonia National Park Authority  

http://glynrhonwy.org/
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Emyr Williams, chief executive of Snowdonia National Park Authority added, "Receiving this designation is very 
good news for the residents, businesses, visitors and the wildlife of Snowdonia. Unfortunately, the opportunity 
to enjoy the night sky and its stars is in decline, the living patterns of nocturnal creatures are dwindling and as 
light pollution is rising, it contributes to these deteriorations. However, with this designation, the area’s 
wildlife will be improved, the quality of the environment will be protected, there will be a new natural 
attraction to attract new visitors to Snowdonia on quiet periods of the year, the local economy will be 
improved and the dark sky above Snowdonia will be protected for future generations.” 
 
Google Trekker on Snowdonia’s Footpaths  
On International Mountain Day on 11 December, Google announced that it is now possible for people 
from all over the world to see some of the busiest and spectacular footpaths on Snowdonia’s mountains 
from the comfort of their homes, thanks to Google Street View.  
 
Since the launch of "Street View" in 2007, Google has travelled far and wide around the world capturing 
panoramic 360 degree images of the world’s streets. But during the last two years, the company has 
ventured into places that are inaccessible to vehicles and earlier this year, in collaboration with Snowdonia 
National Park Authority, some of the busiest footpaths in Snowdonia were captured including the 
footpaths on Snowdon, Cwm Idwal, Mawddach Trail, Lôn Gwyrfai, Foel Isbri and Panorama Walk.  
 
With the Google Trekker, a 22kg pack carried on their backs and an appliance which includes 15 cameras 
above their heads, staff and volunteer wardens from the Park Authority recorded images of Snowdonia 
for Google Street View.  
 

 
Google Trekker Copyright Snowdonia National Park Authority 

Liz Jenkins, the Authority’s Geographic Information Systems (GIS) officer, was responsible for the project 
in Snowdonia and explained, “We are very pleased to be collaborating with Google to ensure that the 
special qualities of Snowdonia can be viewed by everyone in the world. Once the images have been 
processed, we'll use them on our website so that everyone can enjoy them, in the hope that eventually 
they will inspire them to visit Snowdonia and see this wonderful area for themselves.”  
 
Determining savings of £423,000  
At Snowdonia National Park Authority’s meeting in February, Members gave their approval on the steps 
to be taken in response to a 5% reduction in grant from the Welsh Government.  
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During the past two years, Snowdonia National Park Authority has suffered a 14% cut of £872,000 in its 
services. However, during the financial year of 2016, the Park Authority will suffer a further cut of 
£423,000 (a combination of the reduction in grant and other costs such as variation of income) with the 
possibility of further cuts in 2017. 
 
Emyr Williams, chief executive of Snowdonia National Park Authority said, "For a small Authority which 
attracts a core grant of £5 million, these cuts are very difficult to achieve. We have already looked at all 
areas of our work and have made several very difficult decisions, including increasing income, changing 
staff conditions, not filling vacancies, accepting voluntary resignations as well as making redundancies. 
We now however, have to reduce our level of service.” 
 
Among the changes are: 
 Increase income from fees for pre-planning application advice 
 Increase income at Plas Tan y Bwlch, services which provide information and car parks 
 Reduce spending on archaeology, listed buildings, biodiversity, woodland, agriculture, access and 

projects as well as CAE grants 
 Delete vacant posts 
 Accept early retirements and voluntary redundancies 
 Not to reopen Dolgellau TIC 

 

South Downs National Park 

 
SOUTH DOWNS SOCIETY  
 
A27 trunk road 
The A27 runs within and along the boundary of the 
National Park for long distances. In trunk road terms it 
may be described as sub-standard with frequent 
bottlenecks and congestion and the government’s Road 
Investment Strategy includes provision for 
improvements at various points.  
 
Both the NPA and the Society aim to respond to any 
proposals in the light of potential impact on the Park and 
have sought clear information on traffic counts and 
forecasts. Proposals emerged during the winter for a 
range of improvements to the Chichester bypass, 
including the possibility of a brand new expressway 
passing north of the city – and on the edge of the National 
Park. The Society joined forces with other groups in 
vigorously objecting to any northern option, even before the formal consultation began – and was delighted 
when it was announced that the northern option had been dropped. Public consultation is now anticipated in 
the summer on schemes to improve the existing bypass south of the city. 
 
Major housing developments within the National Park in Lewes 
In December the NPA granted planning permission for a major mixed use development to regenerate a 
brownfield site at North Street in the Park’s biggest market town, Lewes. The scheme provides for around 400 

Copyright South Downs Society 
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dwellings, many ‘affordable’, plus flexible workspace, assembly, leisure and health uses, flood defences and 
public realm including riverside access.  
 
The Society, while welcoming the overall development had raised concerns over certain aspects of the design 
and a deficiency in provision for commercial and arts uses. Community efforts are in place to relocate some of 
these elsewhere.  
 
On the opposite side of the River Ouse in Lewes the planning inspector holding an inquiry into the ‘core 
strategy’ for Lewes District has ruled that a Greenfield site at Old Malling Farm is suitable for allocation for 
around 200 new dwellings. This despite strong opposition from the South Downs Society and others.  
 

 
View of Old Malling Farm, Lewes, now allocated for housing Copyright South Downs Society 

 
The Society will continue the battle to ensure that this decision does not become a precedent for major 
development on other Greenfield sites across the Park. 
 
Charitable thoughts? 
The Society has given a guarded welcome to moves by the NPA to investigate the feasibility of setting up a 
new charitable body aimed at attracting additional resources to its work but we have pressed for full 
engagement in the process to ensure that new arrangements complement rather than compete with our own 
efforts. 
 
SOUTH DOWNS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  
 
A27  
When Highways England and their engineers revealed the potential options for an A27 Chichester bypass they 
included two northern routes which would have sliced into the National Park and had a very significant impact 
on its special qualities. The SDNPA worked closely with Goodwood Estate and others to pull together a strong 
evidence base analysing these impacts. The Northern routes have now been withdrawn from the forthcoming 
public consultation. 
 
Farm clusters 
Through farm clusters groups of farmers and landowners work together to achieve landscape, habitat and 
biodiversity benefits on a scale that couldn’t be achieved acting alone. The approach aims to maintain and 
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enhance the environmental outcomes, social network and economic opportunities begun by the South Downs 
Way Ahead Nature Improvement Area. 
 
Seven farm cluster groups have now been established or are in development in the South Downs covering 
almost 97,000 hectares (approx. 60% of the National Park’s total area). The SDNPA’s role varies, leading in 
some and supporting others, but in all we are enabling collective partnership work to deliver long-term, 
sustainable benefits for our special qualities. 
 
The cluster farming approach not only delivers on our Partnership Management Plan but also aligns with 
Defra’s 25 year plan. The successes of approach was highlighted to Elizabeth Truss, Secretary of State for the 
Environment, when she visited the Selbourne cluster in spring 2016. 
 
Cycling Ambition Fund 
The South Downs National Park Authority has used Cycling Ambition funding to support their long-term 
ambition to create more safe off-road routes for walkers and cyclists running north to south across the 
National Park and linking to the South Downs Way. 
 
A 2.5km stretch of new and improved path opened on the Centurion Way in December 2015, following the 
line of the old Chichester to Midhurst railway line. The Authority is now trialling access for equestrians to help 
them avoid a busy road crossing and access the National Park’s wider bridleway network. Phase three of the 
Egrets Way will opens this May with a 2.2km section linking the South Downs Way at Southease to Piddinghoe. 
 
The Authority has also supported Hampshire County Council who are leading on two further trails: the Meon 
Valley Trail and the Shipwrights Way. Surface upgrades to the former are now complete and a new section of 
the latter is due to be finished in summer 2016. 
 
With the Cycling Ambition Fund now ended the Authority is working with local communities to support further 
development of these trails and looking for opportunities to secure funding from Local Enterprise Partnerships. 
 

Yorkshire Dales National Park  

 
YORKSHIRE DALES SOCIETY 
 

Campaign to get quarry stone off the road is back on the rails! 
The Yorkshire Dales National Park is fortunate in that it faces currently no major developments which could 
impact negatively this special area, other than the continuation of large scale mineral quarrying. There are 
four major quarries operating in the North Craven area of the Park all of which have traditionally moved over 
1million tonnes per year of aggregate by road. This has involved over 400 HGV movements per day along minor 
roads and through villages and the market town of Settle causing loss of tranquillity and impacting the 
environment and resident and visitor amenity.  
 
Together with other campaign groups, YDS has made the case for a number of years that the use of the 
underutilised Settle to Carlisle railway line, which runs alongside three of the quarries, would reduce the blight 
of the road transport of aggregate. Constructive discussions have taken place with the quarry operators and 
with the National Park Authority for a number of years but the road vehicles have trundled on. 
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It is pleasing then to be able to report that Tarmac, the 
operator of two of the quarries at Helwith Bridge, has 
now complete the construction and commissioning of a 
railhead, and that from February this year aggregate is 
now being moved by train. The Yorkshire Dales Society 
now hopes that the other operator, Hanson, will pick up 
the baton and make a similar investment at its 600,000 
tonnes per year quarry at Horton-in-Ribblesdale, and let 
the train take the strain. 
 
 
 
 
 
YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY  
 
The Yorkshire Dales National Park is being extended! 
In fact, from 1 August 2016 it will grow by nearly a quarter, with an extra 161 square miles of stunning 
landscape treasured through national designation for everyone to enjoy. The boundary will cover new areas 
in Lancashire, for the first time, and in Cumbria, bringing us to within touching distance of the Lake District 
National Park. 
 

 
Wild Boar Fell – Extension Copyright Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 

 
To the north, it will include the limestone-terraced plateau of Great Asby Scar and the rounded contours of 
the northern Howgill Fells, distinctive Wild Boar Fell and Mallerstang. To the west, the wild fells of Casterton, 
Middleton, Barbon and Leck, the tranquil valley sculpted by the River Lune and bustling Devil’s Bridge. There 
are extraordinary sites to discover, such as Pendragon Castle, a twelfth century ruin, and Smardale viaduct, 
with its 14 arches. There are picturesque villages such as Orton with its artisan chocolatiers, and hidden gems 
such as standing stones, burial cairns and amazing erratics. 
 
It’s thrilling that these fantastic areas have at last been recognised as worthy of National Park status, based 
entirely on the quality of the landscape and rich recreational opportunities they offer. The Authority will be 
listening to and learning from the local communities, farmers, landowners and businesses to enable us to 

Copyright Yorkshire Dales Society  
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develop productive, long-term relationships. Working together, the National Park Authority is determined to 
play a leading part in making the most of the wonderful opportunities this decision offers for both the 
landscape and local economy. 
 
Malham Cove transformed into Malham Falls 
Hundreds of people gathered at Malham Cove in the Yorkshire Dales National Park on 6 December to watch 
something that has not happened in living memory. A section of the famous landmark was transformed into a 
waterfall as thousands of gallons of water poured over the top and cascaded down the rock face. 
 
Alan Hulme, the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority’s head of ranger services, said: “I have lived here for 
30 years and I’ve never seen anything like this before. It was an amazing sight. Some people are saying there 
hasn’t been a waterfall over the top since the 1700s, which shows how rare a thing it is.” The water flowed 
from Malham Tarn down Watlowes, which is known locally as Dry Valley, before pouring over the limestone 
pavement on the top of the Cove. News of the unique occurrence spread like wildfire and national and 
international media carried the story worldwide. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project to breathe new life into Dales River 
A new project aimed at managing river water in ways that will benefit people and wildlife in Upper 
Wensleydale has been launched. The Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust and the Yorkshire Dales National Park 
Authority have teamed up with local farmers and organisations to promote water-friendly farming that will 
improve water quality, reduce downstream flooding and safeguard the dale’s wildlife and habitats.  
 
Helen Keep, the National Park Authority’s senior farm conservation officer, said: “In the last 60 years 
agricultural practices have intensified and tourist numbers have increased. Combined with climatic change, 
this is putting pressure on the River Ure and its tributaries. Recent flood events have reminded us that the 
speed with which water flows out of upland areas like Wensleydale can contribute to major problems further 
downstream. A more local cause for concern is that pollutants from agricultural land and sewage works have 
affected the water quality, causing excessive seasonal growths of algae. This reduces oxygen levels and, 
together with an increase in fine sediment, reduces the amount of habitat suitable for fish and invertebrates. 
Something needs to be done to both improve water quality and slow the flow. We hope the project, ‘Yore Past 
– Ure Future’, will create a new lease of life for the river – bringing benefits for people and wildlife”  
 
Initially, the partnership will produce a Wensleydale Project Catchment Plan to support and improve the 
farming sector, wildlife habitats, rivers and river management, the historic landscape and hill farming 
traditions.  

Malham Cove Waterfall Copyright 
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority  
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Scottish Campaign for National Parks and Friends of Loch Lomond and the Trossachs 

 
Galloway: national park bandwagon beginning to roll? 

It has long been a source of frustration to those who know and love rural south Scotland that in many people’s eyes 
all that is worth seeing in Scotland’s countryside lies north of the Central Belt. For a long time now they have 
yearned to find an effective means of persuading people otherwise and in particular, in the case of Galloway, ‘to 
turn left at Gretna’. Now at last the region may be waking up to the potential of National Park designation to 
transform this malign misperception and to earn for it the appreciation that is its due. In fact as long ago as 1945 
the Ramsay Report described the area around the Merrick and Glen Trool as ‘eminently suitable’ as a National Park. 
Galloway was identified as one of seven additional candidates for designation in the SCNP/APRS report, Unfinished 
Business, published in 2013. And a wide tract of the region – encompassing parts of South and East Ayrshire as well 
as Dumfries and Galloway – has been adopted as a Biosphere by UNESCO. 
 
Biosphere status recognises the outstanding natural and cultural interest of the area. It flags up its special qualities 
to a small but significant international community of aficionados. But it does not put it on the map in the way that 
National Park designation would do. Nor does it bring additional protection, priority in national programmes or 
direct Scottish Government funding. Indeed, some of those who campaigned for the area to become a Biosphere 
Reserve did so only because National Park designation did not seem a realistic prospect at the time. With renewed 
political interest in the possibility of creating more National Parks in Scotland, the Partnership Board that guides 
the work of the Biosphere’s small group of project staff has expressed an interest in investigating the scope for 
securing National Park status for some or all of the Reserve. Following an initial positive discussion in November 
2015, Dumfries and Galloway Council, as the coordinating body, commissioned a report from the Southern Uplands 
Partnership to examine the pros and cons. This paper, which drew heavily on work undertaken by SCNP, underlined 
in particular the social and economic benefits that could be expected to flow from National Park status. It also 
emphasised that Biosphere and national park designations are entirely compatible; it is not a matter of being one 
or the other. 
 
The way ahead is now under consideration, initially by the three constituent local authorities. If they agree, the 
next steps are likely to involve some community engagement across the region and a more detailed study of 
possible boundaries – all during the course of 2016. From an SCNP perspective the hope must be that by the year’s 
end it will be clear that National Park designation is not only well justified by the qualities of the area and the 
benefits that it could bring to it but also enjoys widespread support amongst local people. 
 

A safer Park 
The safety of the four million annual visitors to the 
National Park and the 16,000 residents who live in the 
Park recently reached an important milestone with the 
installation of the 75th public access defibrillator by the 
Trossachs Search and Rescue Team who have been 
working jointly with the Friends of Loch Lomond and The 
Trossachs and local communities on this Park-wide 
scheme for several years. At a recent event in Balmaha 
on Loch Lomondside a new mobile app was launched 
which will help people to quickly find the location of the 
nearest defibrillator. The app was funded by the Friends 
of Loch Lomond and The Trossachs from their successful 
Friends of OUR park voluntary visitor giving scheme that 
they run with the support of 100 local businesses. A 
number of the public access defibrillators in busy tourist 
spots and some of the remoter areas in the National Park 
have also been funded through the OUR park visitor 

Defibrillator Copyright SCNP 
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giving scheme which has now generated  in excess of £200,000 and supported 60 other diverse  projects such as 
path improvements, path publications, youth initiatives and cultural events. 
 
Mountain garden launch/US National Park Service centennial celebrations 
To mark the completion of the makeover of the Tom Weir's Rest picnic site at Balmaha, which is the home of a 
statue of 'Scotland's most popular mountain man' and former broadcaster and writer Tom Weir, a special launch 
event was held on Saturday 30 April. The mountain garden, developed on the site in honour of the late Tom Weir 
and his widow 96 year old Rhona and designed by landscape specialist and Scottish Campaign for National Parks 
Chairman, Ross Anderson, was formally opened by US National Parks Service ambassador, Lee Stetson (a John Muir 
lookalike) and Robert Wight, the editor of The SCOTS magazine which Tom wrote monthly articles for over a 50 
year period. Lee was in Scotland as part of the US National Park Service centennial celebrations walking the 134 
mile coast to coast John Muir Way and storytelling at various points along the trail. It was entirely appropriate that 
Lee shared some fascinating stories on the life and times of John Muir who was an inspirational figure for Tom who, 
coincidentally, received the first ever John Muir Lifetime Achievement Award for his work in encouraging  people 
to enjoy and appreciate Scotland's great outdoors through his writings, broadcasts and talks.  
 
This was one of many events organised by the Friends as part of Scotland's contribution to the US National Parks 
Service centennial celebrations and followed on from the second anniversary of the John Muir Way that was 
created by Scottish Natural Heritage and partners to recognise the great contribution of John Muir to the US and 
worldwide National Parks movement.  
 

 
Ross Anderson and his team work on Tom and Rhona's Mountain Garden Copyright SCNP 

 
Camping byelaws approved by Minister 
In January, after an extensive consultation, the Minister for the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform, Dr 
Aileen McLeod, approved a large expansion of the Park Authority camping byelaws to cover a number of popular 
loch shores in the National Park. The byelaws, coupled with a new permit system and the provision of much needed 
small and informal campsites, come into force between March and September 2017 and are designed to improve 
camping management arrangements and to protect many of the busier hotspots. This follows on from the success 
of the introduction of no camping and no drinking byelaws and strengthened management arrangements on East 
Loch Lomond several years ago which some visitors likened to ‘paradise being re-discovered’. The proposals have 
been strongly supported by local communities who see the measures planned as important to curb misuse of 
popular beauty spots within the National Park while national recreation organisations such as Ramblers Scotland 
and the Scottish Mountaineering Council have strongly opposed the plans as they consider they undermine the 
right to roam legislation, which they and others worked hard to secure. SCNP and the Friends both supported the 
core proposals but qualified this with a plea for less expansive areas to be covered by the byelaws and the provision 
of more Park-wide camping facilities to address major current shortages created by a number of existing camping 
and caravan parks 'trading up' and replacing camping pitches with higher yield static caravans and chalets. 


