
The Campaign for National Parks is the charity that campaigns to protect and promote 
National Parks in England and Wales as beautiful and inspirational places enjoyed and 
valued by all. We represent the interests of the National Park Societies and work closely with 
them to ensure that National Park purposes are promoted and observed. This response has 
been prepared in consultation with the Exmoor Society and the Friends of Pembrokeshire 
Coast National Park and our comments focus on the potential impact on Exmoor National 
Park (ENP) and Pembrokeshire Coast National Park (PCNP). 
 
National Parks have a key role to play in contributing to renewable energy and climate 
change targets but their statutory purposes must be taken into account when making any 
decisions on projects that impact on them, including those outside their boundaries. The 
Environment Act 1995 gives National Parks the highest possible designation in landscape 
terms and the National Policy Statement for Energy confirmed the current Government’s 
commitment to protecting the landscape and natural beauty of National Parks.  
 
In this case, we are very concerned that if the development were to go ahead in the location 
currently proposed there would be adverse impacts on the setting and special qualities of 
both ENP and PCNP. We raised these concerns in response to the pre-application 
consultation last year and recognise that the applicant has tried to reduce the impacts on the 
two National Parks by reducing the overall size of the array.  
 
However, it is clear from the Environmental Statement (ES) that the revised proposal would 
still result in significant visual, landscape and seascape impacts on parts of both National 
Parks during both the construction and operational stages. Furthermore, we are concerned 
that the visual impacts may have been underestimated, for example, by putting some 
viewpoints in the ‘high sensitivity’ category, when we would expect to see all viewpoints in 
National Parks, labelled ‘very high sensitivity’. In addition to the impact during daylight hours, 
the illumination of the turbines would also be visible during the hours of darkness, resulting 
in further visual intrusion.  
 
In addition, we are still concerned that the proposed development would have a detrimental 
impact on tourism and recreation in both National Parks and believe that much better 
evidence is needed to demonstrate that this would not be the case. This is likely to require 
further research to be undertaken. The applicant uses figures from the Atlantic Array visitor 
survey to suggest that the development will not have any detrimental impact on the local 
tourism industry. However, no further information is provided about this survey and there is a 
reference to the robustness of locally collected data varying significantly which raises 
questions about the reliability of this evidence.  
 
 
 
 


