
National Parks in the 21st Century
A manifesto for the next
Westminster Government



National Parks are among the most
beautiful and valued landscapes in
the British Isles, containing some 
of our most breathtaking scenery,
rare wildlife and cultural heritage. 

Introduction

Kilnsey Crag, Yorkshire Dales National Park (YDNPA)Trawsfynydd, Gwynedd in Snowdonia 
National Park (Keith O’Brien)

Millions of people visit the National Parks every year,
eager to enjoy their unique qualities, peace and
tranquillity. Our Parks are also ‘living landscapes’, 
home to diverse communities and they make a
significant contribution to the economy through
tourism, farming and other related businesses.

National Parks are essential to the nation’s health and well-
being and an important part of our cultural heritage. They
provide an escape from the stresses of everyday life and
opportunities for a wide range of recreational activities from
challenging mountain walks and thrilling bike rides to family
picnics and star gazing. They are also places which have
inspired writers, poets, musicians and artists for centuries and
continue to act as sources of spiritual and artistic inspiration. 



Midway through the last century, legislation was introduced to
ensure that the special qualities of these areas would be
preserved and enhanced for the benefit of future generations.
In the 21st century, with a rising population and increasing
demand for land for a range of different uses, it is more
important than ever to have areas which are designated for
their natural beauty, wildlife and recreational opportunities. 

National Parks must be protected for the benefit of all, now
and in the future - they are “not ours, but ours to look after”.

The Campaign for National Parks is calling on the next
Westminster Government to publicly reconfirm its commitment
to National Parks by taking action to:

• Strengthen the protection for National Parks
• Ensure a fair share of resources for National Parks
• Increase sustainable access to National Parks, particularly
among those who have not visited a National Park before

We also want the next Government to commit to planning for
the future of National Parks.

(Mike Kipling)

(Aisha Mirza)

Top left: Broads Authority, John Morgan, Martin O’Neill. Below: NNPA, Dave Willis, ENPA.
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Public expenditure
on National Parks in
England equates to

less than £1 per year
per head of population

Each NPA has a budget smaller 
than a modern comprehensive school
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matter today
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National Parks Survey 2012



Northumberland National Park (NNPA)



Ensure a fair share of resources for National Parks

3 Increase the opportunities for National Parks to
benefit from targeted sources of funding: National

Parks must receive a fair share of the resources being allocated
through LEPs and European sources of funding such as
LEADER and LIFE. This means, for example, ensuring that
LEPs support job creation in high quality food production,
landscape enhancement, visitor economy, green businesses,
recreation and wildlife. 

Action for the next 
Westminster Government

To ensure that National Parks remain as beautiful and
inspirational places which make a significant contribution to the
economy, the next Westminster Government must take action to:

Strengthen the protection for National Parks

1 Ensure that the extra protection afforded National
Parks is properly recognised, and effectively enforced,

in the planning and delivery of all publicly-funded
infrastructure: Public bodies already have a duty to take into
account the potential effect of their decisions and activities on
National Parks but more needs to be done to ensure
compliance with this duty. Given the changing nature of the
bodies involved in delivering publicly-funded infrastructure, the
duty also needs to be extended to apply to Local Enterprise
Partnerships (LEPs), combined authorities and any equivalent
bodies established. 

2 Enhance the protection against major development in
National Parks: The major development test is a well-

established part of the planning process which makes it clear
that planning permission should be refused for major
developments in National Parks and AONBs except in
exceptional circumstances and where it can be demonstrated
they are in the public interest. We want a stronger version of
this test to be included in legislation.

Greenbridge, Pembrokeshire Coast National Park (PCNPA)



Increase sustainable access to National Parks,
particularly among those who have not visited 
a National Park before

4 Invest in provision for public transport, walking and
cycling to, from and within National Parks: To make

it easier for those without a car to visit National Parks, the
Local Sustainable Transport Fund should be maintained
until at least 2021. The scheme should also be reviewed
and enhanced so that it best meets the needs of rural areas
by, for example, ensuring that funding continues to be
available for revenue support. 

5 Ensure that existing funding can be used to
support school visits to National Parks: Every

school child should have an opportunity to visit a National
Park. Broadening the criteria for existing funding for
physical activity, so that it could be used for informal
recreation as well as sport, would ensure schools were 
able to fund such visits.  

Plan for the future of National Parks

6 Set up a commission to consider the need for new
National Parks: Given the significant benefits that

National Parks provide and their increasing importance in
the 21st century, we would like the next government to
establish a commission to decide where new or extended
National Parks or Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty
should be. 

View from Sutton Bank, North York Moors National Park (Mike Kipling)
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About the Campaign 
for National Parks

The Campaign for National Parks is the independent
national voice for the 13 National Parks in England and Wales.
Our mission is to inspire everyone to enjoy and look after
National Parks – the nation’s green treasures. For over 75
years we have been campaigning to ensure that our National
Parks are beautiful, inspirational places that are relevant,
valued and protected for all and have worked to introduce
many thousands of people to them for the first time.

National Parks are our finest landscapes with the highest 
level of protection. Their statutory purposes as set out in 
the Environment Act 1995 are: 
• to conserve and enhance natural beauty, wildlife and
cultural heritage; 

• to promote opportunities for public enjoyment and
understanding of their special qualities. 

In pursuing these purposes, National Park Authorities 
also have a statutory duty to seek to foster the economic 
and social well-being of communities living within the 
National Park. 


