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The News from around the Parks includes updates and information supplied by the National Park Authorities and 

National Park Societies. We would encourage Parks and Societies to always supply news updates if possible so 

that we have the best possible summary of what’s happening. 

 

Matters affecting all Welsh National Parks 
 

Alliance for National Parks Cymru: All voluntary sector bodies and their individual members with an interest in 

the future wellbeing of the National Parks in Wales have been very concerned about the possible impact of 

proposed policy and wide ranging legislative changes being considered by the Welsh Government which has full 

devolved responsibilities for the National Parks. They include the possibility that National Parks Authorities will 

lose responsibility for planning. The National Park Societies and Friends in Wales together with the Campaign for 

the Protection of Rural Wales, the National Association of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and other 

concerned organisations have come together to form the Alliance for National Parks Cymru to be a focus for 

discussion with Government to achieve an outcome which will ensure the future well being of the Welsh National 

Parks. The Alliance has produced an ‘Agenda for Government’ setting out the principles which might apply. There 

has been a meeting with the Minister with overall responsibility for the National Parks, John Griffiths, and with 

officials. The Alliance hopes to work closely with the Government during the passage of all the proposed 

legislation to ensure a satisfactory outcome for the Welsh Parks but the end result will almost certainly be a 

different framework within which the Welsh Parks exist to that which applies in England. 

Nature action zones: Another matter which applies to all the Welsh parks is that all have been declared ‘Nature 

Action Zones’ and thus eligible for support for activities falling within the Welsh Government’s £6 million Nature 

Fund. In the case of Snowdonia it will fund activity in the Berwyn and Migneint and in the Conway Valley. There 

will also be more conservation management in Snowdonia from a partnership scheme being worked up by the 

Authority, the National Trust and Natural Resources Wales for the Carneddau and Ogwen. 



 

Brecon Beacons National Park 

 

Brecon Beacons Park Society 

Circuit of Wales motor racing: Developments on the fringe of the Park continue to be of concern. The Circuit of 

Wales motor racing track proposal on the Southern boundary, together with its associated infrastructure and 

industrial development, is reported to have run into problems in raising the necessary capital to proceed 

notwithstanding an initial injection of some £2 million from the Welsh Government. The Society objected to a 

Section 38 application by the developers to proceed with works on common land before replacement land had 

been identified. That application was subsequently withdrawn, although some replacement land now seems to 

have been identified. Negotiations are continuing with the developers to mitigate the impact of the proposals on 

the Park, for example they have been persuaded to use the Lighting Management Plan developed for the Dark Sky 

Reserve as guidance for their external lighting. However the uncertainty over finance suggests the project could 

be in jeopardy. 

 

Dualling of the A465: Another infrastructure project the Society is monitoring carefully is the next stage of the 

dualling of the A465 Heads of the Valleys Road through the Clydach Gorge, environmentally and historically a very 

sensitive area. The Public Consultation ended on 14th April and the Inspector’s report is expected in about 12 

weeks. 

 

Wine turbine: Through local protest, a very large wind turbine outside the Park near Clyro at the top of a ridge 

which would have been visible from much of the Eastern area of the Park, has been refused planning permission 

by the local council. 

 

Fforest Fawr European Geopark: The Fforest Fawr European Geopark, covering much of the Western area of the 

Park, is currently being celebrated with a Festival which the Society is supporting. 

(Back to top) 

 

The Broads 
 

Broads Society 

Water Quality: Henry Cator, a well-known farmer from Salhouse in the Broads, attended a recent Society 

committee meeting. Henry is chairman of the Association of Drainage Authorities, local Chairman of the Broads 

Internal Drainage Board and Chairman of the Royal Agricultural Society. He explained that he believed that water 

quality is one of the main issues facing the Broads and that ensuring a supply of good quality water for domestic 

consumption, grazing marshes and the general ecology of the Broads is a must for the Broads Authority, Natural 

England, DEFRA, RSPB, Norfolk Wildlife Trust and many others.   Yet trying to get a long term plan for the 

guarantee of good quality water is proving to be very difficult. 

Over the coming months we will be exploring how we can move the agenda forward to convince those decision 

makers of the urgent need for a long term plan for the future of the grazing marshes, the Upper Thurne and 

Hickling and the possible creation of clean fresh water reservoirs as well as reviewing the much talked about 

Yarmouth Barrier.  

Upper Thurne Working Group: The Broads Authority has decided to no longer support the continuance of the 

Upper Thurne Working Group following the introduction of Parish Forums.  Whilst these Forums are doing a good 



job, they can in no way replace the UTWG which is an entirely different set up with experts from many fields 

debating and deciding on the best way forward for the extremely fragile state of the Broads system above Potter 

Heigham bridge. We are currently exploring ways to enable the UTWG to continue.  

Acle Straight (A47) and Northern Distributer (A47 – A1067) roads: The Society is engaged with the consultations 

on both these proposals. We have agreed that outright objection to the schemes will not be productive and we 

are supportive of working in partnership with the various agencies so that, should these road developments be 

approved, opportunities can be taken to achieve benefits for habitats and landscapes.  

 

The Broads Authority 

Staff show how much they Love the Broads: Broads Authority staff ran, walked and cycled 25km to mark the 

organisation’s 25th anniversary, raising £282 for the visitor giving scheme, Love the Broads. Two marathon 

runners, one of which was the Broads correspondent for the Eastern Daily Press, ran the distance in two hours. 

Chief Executive John Packman and his wife were among the cyclists, who made the trip in under two hours while 

three walkers took up to seven hours. The journey ended with a well-earned barbecue washed down with 

Woodforde’s Flagondry – an ale especially brewed to mark the Authority’s silver anniversary. 

Broads Outdoors Festival a big success: The fourth two week Broads Outdoors Festival took place from May 3rd to 

18th with more than 100 events showcasing what Britain’s Magical Waterland has to offer. The Festival, which 

opened with a boat show, gave people, especially those who don’t often venture into the Broads, the chance to 

try their hand at new activities both on land and water. Less well known places, not normally accessible to the 

public, were opened for the occasion and events included canoeing, sailing, boating, bird watching, cycling and 

guided walks, some linked to train journeys as well as art, crafts and photography. 

Government funding to repair lock: The Broads Authority has been successful in its bid for £82,000 from Defra 

for repairs following the December floods. Out of the full bid £80,000 will go to replace the system at Mutford 

Lock, which facilitates more than 1,000 boat passages a year but was irreparably damaged during the tidal surge, 

while £2,000 will pay for various repairs at Great Yarmouth Yacht Station. Environment Minister Lord de Mauley 

said: “Given each pound spent by National Parks on recreation provides £4 of wider benefit, it is essential to get 

our Parks back to the highest standards ahead of the busy tourism period.” 

Catching a Cuckoo: The Broads Authority’s Senior Ecologist has helped catch and tag a cuckoo which will provide 

vital information about the migration of the species which are in serious decline. The Broads Authority has 

sponsored a tiny £3,000 satellite tag which has been attached to the cuckoo, named Gowk, and which will allow 

BTO scientists to track his routes and stop over sites on his way to Africa in June and return flight next spring. He 

is one of several cuckoos being tagged by the BTO. Two cuckoos which were tagged in spring 2013 have returned 

to their tagging sites, providing fascinating information, but three others have perished on migration. To follow 

their movements visit www.bto.org/cuckoos. 

(Back to top) 

 

 

 

 

Dartmoor National Park 
 

http://bto-enews.org/t/NXI-2HX8E-3BXMUW-13FGZ7-1/c.aspx


Dartmoor Preservation Association 

Affordable Housing: The government proposals regarding Affordable Housing were particularly unwelcome in 

Dartmoor as they followed hot on the heels of the Dartmoor National Park Authority's own consultation on the 

very same subject. The proposed threshold of 10 units would have very significant consequences for Dartmoor as 

there are few developments that are of this size. Affordable Housing is currently largely delivered through 

developments of smaller size. The Authority has objected strongly to this part of the proposal. 

Public Access: A significant piece of public access will be lost on Dartmoor on the expiry of an access agreement 

that has provided car parking facilities at New Waste since 1991. The area is part of an extensive estate that has 

recently changed hands. The new owner has indicated that there is no interest in extending the agreement. As 

the lanes in this area are extremely narrow their nearest alternative car parking is at Cornwood, some 1.5 miles 

further distant. The closure will inevitably mean that visits to the Erme Valley, Piles Copse and Stalldown Barrow, 

all of which are noted Dartmoor treasures, will no longer be possible for the elderly and infirm. Public Rights of 

Way (PRoW) on Dartmoor are managed by the NPA under a service level agreement with Devon County Council. 

The financial value of this agreement has been cut by 33% in recent years and the current arrangements are 

under review as is the NPA's role in managing PRoW on Dartmoor. 

Funding: After two years of planning, negotiations, discussions and seemingly endless meetings, the outcome of 

Dartmoor's bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for £1.9m in lottery funding for a Landscape Partnership Scheme is 

imminent. The result of the second stage bid will be known in early June. If successful it will allow for a range of 

projects on eastern Dartmoor to be implemented, enhancing the built and natural historic environment. 

(Back to top) 

 

Exmoor National Park 
 

Exmoor Society 

Unlocking Exmoor’s Heritage: The Exmoor Society has put together a project worth around a quarter of a million 

pounds to make the best use of the archives it has accumulated since its founding in 1958. The archives include 

letters from Hope Bourne to Victor Bonham-Carter; original drawings by Roger Miles predicting the effects of 

afforestation on the moor; first-hand accounts of Guy Somerset’s sometimes tricky relations with the ENPA and 

Ramblers Association Newsletters annotated by Malcolm MacEwan.  

The Society has appointed an outreach archivist, Dr Helen Blackman, who began work in March this year. When 

she started her new job the archives were completely uncatalogued and often unboxed, placed on open shelves 

where anyone could access them but nobody really knew what was there. Dr Blackman has started the process of 

cataloguing and boxing the archives so that they will be better protected and cared for. Already, amongst the 

higgledy piggedly piles she has found a previously unpublished manuscript by a popular Exmoor author, an 

exciting and unexpected bonus! 

The Exmoor Society is in the process of moving to new premises. This is a wrench, as the Parish Rooms have been 

the Society’s home since 1967. However, as part of the move the archives are being put into proper storage in a 

controlled environment where temperature and relative humidity will be monitored and kept as steady as 

possible. The archives will be properly boxed to help protect them from dust, mould and pests. They will be 

extensively catalogued and the Society already has a much better idea of the scope of the material it holds. Dr 

Blackman’s aim is for the Society to have a resource centre, incorporating the archives and the Society’s excellent 

library on Exmoor. Thus anybody interested in the history of Exmoor, be it the hunting of red deer, the legends of 



Lorna Doone or the changing fortunes of the Royal Forest, will have a treasure trove of information awaiting 

discovery. 

 

Exmoor National Park Authority  

Coleridge Way: A new 15 mile extension to the Coleridge Way was opened last month by Rosemary Coleridge 

Middleton, the great, great, great-granddaughter of the poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge together with Andrea 

Davis, Chairman of Exmoor National Park Authority and Suzette Hibbert, Mayor of Lynton and Lynmouth and 

Chair of the Lyn Community Development Trust. The ceremony took place in the picturesque village of 

Malmsmead in Exmoor National Park and was also attended by other members of the Coleridge family including 

Gerard Coleridge great, great, great-grandson and Rob Middleton great, great, great, great-grandson of the poet.  

The Coleridge Way extension was funded primarily by the Exmoor National Park Partnership Fund with additional 

support from Lyn Community Development Trust, Lyn Valley Society, Lynton and Lynmouth Town Council and 

Lynmouth Flood Memorial Hall Fund.  Andrea Davis (as local county councillor) also contributed. The groundwork 

on the route was undertaken by the National Park’s Ranger and Field Services Teams. The Coleridge Way 

extension is a 15 mile inland route from Porlock to Lynmouth following in the footsteps of the Romantic Poets. 

This extends the current 36 mile route from Nether Stowey to Porlock creating a superb 51 mile walk taking in 

some of the finest countryside in the country and linking the Quantock Hills AONB with Exmoor National Park. 

Direct elections: Exmoor National Park Authority has welcomed the announcement in the Queen’s Speech 

signaling the Government’s intention to introduce draft legislation on direct elections for English National Parks. 

Commenting on the announcement, Exmoor National Park Chairman Andrea Davis said: ”We were anticipating 

that legislation would be required to respond to some of the proposals set out in the Government’s review of 

National Park Authority Governance published in 2012 and I think it’s fantastic that this will provide even more 

opportunity for involvement in the work of the Authority from the public. There are already various ways in which 

we engage the public, through our parish forums, online comment and social media as well as public meetings. 

"On our 60th anniversary year we are pleased the Government has recognised how much we value local voices 

being heard in the running of the authority. It is important that we have a membership that reflects the concerns 

of local communities as well as being able to lead the Authority’s work in furthering National Park purposes.“ 

(Back to top) 

 

The Lake District National Park 
 

Friends of the Lake District 

Sale of Blencathra: There has been significant national attention given to the sale of Blencathra by the Lowther 

Estates. We have been liaising with Friends of Blencathra to see how we can work in partnership to secure the 

future ownership and sympathetic management of this iconic mountain. 

Future of the Public Forest Estate and the Forestry Commission: Along with the members of the Forest Campaign 

Network we wrote to Cabinet Members urging Forestry legislation to be included in the Queens Speech to enact 

the key recommendations from the Government’s response to the Independent Forestry Panel Report (January 

2013). 

Lakes to Dales National Parks Extensions: We live in hope that Defra Ministers will have announced their backing 

for the Variation Orders to extend both the Lake District and Yorkshire Dales National Parks. 



Britain’s Energy Coast: The Western Lake District potentially faces unprecedented cumulative major development 

threats in the form of new nuclear power stations, new National Grid transmission lines, major wind farms and 

potential nuclear waste repository facilities. We are working to make sure any new infrastructure avoids coming 

into and adversely affecting the National Park and other key Cumbria designated areas, such as the Solway Coast 

AONB and SAC estuaries. We expect the public consultation to commence on the new National Grid transmission 

lines in September this year and we will want your backing for the least damaging option for the Lake District. 

New Personnel: Following our AGM 31 May we will be announcing our new President and we hope to appoint a 

Director early this summer.  

 

Lake District National Park Authority 

Upland Farming:  There is an active discussion in the Lake District around the future of upland hill farming and 

debate over damage to wildlife by sheep farming highlighted by recent presentations and publications by the 

environmental writer George Monbiot.  We have worked hard recently with farming representatives through our 

Farming and Forestry sub-group of the Partnership to elaborate and agree an upland farming position statement.  

That statement has proved very useful in the context of the current debate in that it provides a balanced and 

nuanced position recognising the key points on both sides of the debate.  To précis the position statement we wish 

to see a financially viable and productive farming system and which supports our cultural heritage and 

communities.  We wish to see farming activities that support and enhance the many public benefits that can be 

derived from good land management in the uplands.  These include more and better biodiversity, flood 

amelioration, improved water quality, more and better access and enhanced carbon storage.  This is not just theory, 

through our partnership land management work we are supporting many farmers in entering into Environmental 

Stewardship agreements that seek to further these environmental benefits in return for payments and often 

reduced sheep numbers or a different mix of livestock.  We hope this work will continue under the New 

Environmental Land Management Scheme currently being developed by DEFRA.  A copy of the Farming Position 

Statement is available on our website at http://www.lakedistrict.gov.uk/caringfor/partnership/?a=375096 

 Local Nature Partnership:  Cumbria has established a Local Nature Partnership.  This has been developed in 

response to the Government’s Natural Environment White Paper and will serve as the forum for progressing a 

countywide strategy for the natural environment and biodiversity in particular.  The Board, chaired by Lord 

Inglewood, includes representatives of the local authorities, DEFRA agencies and four individual places that were 

externally recruited.  The latter have been filled by Will Rawlinson (prominent local farmer), Peter Bullard (Director 

CWT), Peter Strike (VC University of Cumbria) and Douglas Chalmers (CLA).  This gives the Board a good blend of 

interests and expertise in the natural environment.  We look forward to working with the new Board to progress 

conservation interests in the National Park and beyond in Cumbria. 

Local Economic Partnership: The Cumbria Strategic Economic Plan 2014-2024 “The Four Pronged Attack” (Cumbria 

SEP) has now been published and submitted to Government.  The four strategic priorities are now set: Advanced 

manufacturing growth; Nuclear and energy efficiency; Vibrant rural and visitor economy; and Strategic connectivity 

of the M6 corridor. The SEP, if confirmed by Government, will be a strong driver in taking forward our Vision for the 

National Park. At the same time as submitting the SEP the Local Enterprise Partnership has submitted a delivery plan 

for 2015/16 including intervention measures aimed at furthering the visitor economy.   Running parallel to these 

processes has been an invite for bids by Dept of Transport to the Local Sustainable Transport Fund 2015/16.  

Cumbria County Council, with our support, has submitted a bid; “See More – Cumbria and the Lake District”, a 

programme of work that focuses on the quality of visitor travel to Cumbria’s international destinations, particularly 

the Lake District. 

(Back to top) 

http://www.lakedistrict.gov.uk/caringfor/partnership/?a=375096


 

North York Moors National Park 

 

North York Moors Association 

Sirius Minerals /York Potash Ltd., Mining Project: The planning application submitted in February 2013 for the 

proposed polyhalite mine in the National Park was formally withdrawn in January 2014. The company are to 

submit another application for the mine head in July 2014 which will include some changes from the previous 

submission. A separate planning application is to be submitted, possibly in November, for a new mineral transport 

system. The company now intend to replace the transport of the mineral polyhalite as slurry in a buried pipeline 

with an underground tunnel housing a conveyor. The proposed tunnel will be approx.1000ft below the surface 

and will consist of a 6m diameter tunnel extending from south of Whitby to Teesside a distance of 24 miles. The 

tunnel will require three additional mine shafts for access and two of these will be in the National Park a third 

shaft could be 100m from the Park boundary. The shafts will be 9m in diameter to allow access for tunnel boring 

machines and for the excavated spoil to be brought to the surface. The spoil which is to be distributed around the 

access shafts to create an artificial landscape is likely to be over 1.3 million cubic metres. This is in addition to the 

1.3 Million cubic metres of spoil excavated on the mine head site from excavations for two 1600m deep shafts. 

During construction the shafts will have 100ft high winding towers which will be a dominating feature of the 

landscape along the principle visitor route into the NP from the NE. During construction a huge increase in heavy 

goods traffic is to be expected along this visitor corridor. Together with the minehead site which it is proposed to 

develop at Doves Nest Farm just south of Whitby this will constitute a major industrial intrusion on what is now a 

typical North York Moors farm holding of arable fields and grazing land together with some woodland. The 

Wainwright coast to coast route crosses the main access road to the mine site at a point a mile or so from where 

the route finishes at Robin Hoods Bay. 

New Moors Bus Service: A new Moorsbus service will start on the 13th of July, this a project based on the 

successful model set up by Colin Speakman in the Yorkshire Dales. Colin has acted as adviser for the North York 

Moors bus and the service is starting up with a £3000 funding subsidy provided by NYMA. The service will be 

routed into the National Park through Darlington, Stockton, Middlesbrough and Guisborough and will be geared 

to a guided walks programme and linked to other services. The funding is provided through a bequest from the 

estate of Frederick Charles Laughton and targeted at encouraging walking in the National Park. The new bus 

service which also includes a second route from Hull will help to replace the service previously subsidised by the 

National Park and which has been axed following the Governments Public Spending cuts which have decimated 

the National Park budget. 

 

North York Moors National Park Authority 

Plantation on ancient woodland sites: Developing a shared vision for PAWS (Plantation on Ancient Woodland 

Sites) between the Authority and woodland owners was never going to be a quick and easy task but, thanks in 

part to advocacy, advice and grant support from the Authority, the sap is rising on PAWS work and the vast 

majority of sites are destined for a brighter future. Our largest single PAWS project this year (so far) is now signed 

up with the landowner and involves the restoration of 10ha of PAWS within a 45ha site. A recent visit by 80 

delegates from the Royal Forestry Society enabled us to showcase the quality of our ancient woodland assets and 

their management. 

New apprentice team: Thanks to funding from Prior Pursglove College in Guisborough, the Authority is soon to 

welcome six additional apprentices and a supervisor on a new environmental conservation traineeship. Based in 

the north of the National Park, the apprenticeship will cover a range of practical tasks including drystone walling, 



tree planting and rights of way maintenance. In addition to environmental conservation, the Authority also offers 

apprenticeships in business administration and finance. Around 14% of staff are apprentices from local families.  

 

Potash update: In January, York Potash Ltd withdrew its application for a second potash mine in the National 

Park. The Authority is now working with the company under a new Planning Performance Agreement towards the 

submission of a new application. We are expecting three major planning applications connected to the mining of 

potash this year. Two are due from York Potash Ltd, for the development of a new mine near Whitby and a tunnel 

to move the product to Teesside. Cleveland Potash Ltd has applied for a new building to cater for increased 

production of polyhalite, the same form of potash that York Potash is hoping to exploit. Planning Officers will 

devote a huge amount of time and effort to understanding and processing these applications properly. 

 (Back to top) 

 

Northumberland National Park 
 

Northumberland National Park Authority 

Final designs unveiled for Northumberland’s 11.2m 

Landscape Discovery Centre: January 2014 saw the 

official unveiling of the final designs for The Sill, 

Northumberland's proposed £11.2m National Landscape 

Discovery Centre. After months of informative public 

consultation and refinement led by partners 

Northumberland National Park Authority and YHA 

(England and Wales), the stunning photo-realistic designs 

and animated fly-through footage featuring a tour of the 

new building, were launched marking key milestone for the project, the designs will now be taken into the 

planning stages of the development, with an outcome predicted by summer 2014. The designs, created by award-

winning architects Jane Darbyshire and David Kendall, have been refined down to the final detail demonstrating 

materials to be utilised in the construction phase from its dry stone walling to innovative 'whin sill' roof, reflecting 

the natural habitat of Northumberland National Park – a design concept that developed from public consultation 

and feedback on initial design ideas. The building is set to be at the forefront of sustainable design with local 

woodchip heating, photovoltaic canopies and solar thermal water heating. After extensive public input which 

highlighted the importance of a building that sits sympathetically in the landscape, the new designs are reflective 

of the concept 'inspired by the landscape and of the landscape.' With some 1,700 people in total inputting their 

ideas via a series of open consultation events, one-to-one meetings, focus groups and activity sessions, the 

project team is proud to announce a concept which the whole community and a wide partnership of interest has 

been invited to help shape. 

 National Park Authority approves new charitable foundation: In March 2014, Northumberland National Park 

Authority approved the setting up of a charitable foundation with the aim of putting conservation and 

educational work in the National Park on a more resilient financial footing for the future. The new 

Northumberland National Park Foundation creates a vehicle for benevolent giving from small donations to 

personal and corporate gifts that has been lacking to date in this most rural and least funded of England’s 

National Parks.  It will seek philanthropic funding through an independent Board of Trustees and has a formal 

purpose that closely matches those of the National Park: to provide support ‘...for conserving and enhancing the 

natural beauty and cultural heritage of Northumberland National Park and promoting opportunities for the 

understanding and enjoyment of Northumberland National Park by the public’.  The National Park Authority will 



fund the initial set up of the Foundation for two years, including the appointment of a dedicated fundraising 

officer, with a view to it ultimately becoming self-supporting. The Authority will not control or influence the 

Foundation, but it will be able to apply for funds for specific projects that are not its core functions which are 

expected to continue to be funded by central government. 

Hadrian’s Wall Path National Train partnership asks Northumberland National Park to lead in future train 

management: Following news of the closure of the Hadrian’s Wall Trust, Northumberland National Park Authority 

has been asked by the Hadrian’s Wall Path National Trail Partnership (HWPNT) to act as the lead partner for the 

84 mile National Trail that runs the length of the Wall. The Trail runs the length of the UNESCO World Heritage 

Site, passing through some of the most beautiful parts of England - from rolling fields and rugged moorland to the 

cities of Newcastle and Carlisle. It is currently managed through a partnership including Natural England, English 

Heritage, Northumberland County Council, Cumbria County Council, Northumberland National Park Authority 

(NNPA), North Tyneside Council and Newcastle City Council, with Hadrian’s Wall Trust (HWT) taking the lead in 

managing the trail. Following Hadrian’s Wall Trust’s decision to work towards the winding up of the Trust, the 

partnership asked one of the existing partners, Northumberland National Park Authority, to step into the lead role 

to co-ordinate the management of the National Trail.  The central, and most heavily visited, section of Hadrian’s 

Wall runs through Northumberland National Park and, to date, the National Park Authority has been actively 

involved in undertaking maintenance work to the National Trail within this section. Prior to the establishment of 

Hadrian’s Wall Heritage Limited eight years ago the National Park Authority was closely involved with the creation 

of the National Trail and has always been committed to its development. Northumberland National Park 

Authority take on the lead partnership role with the support of the entire Trail partnership and the new 

arrangements will help provide a more secure future for the Trail. 

 (Back to top) 

 

Peak District National Park 
 

Friends of the Peak District 

Final battle for Backdale: Our campaign to stop rogue quarrying at Backdale Quarry on Longstone Edge occupied 

the Friends (and CNP, via the joint Old Mineral Permissions in National Parks project) for much of the 1990s and 

we breathed a sigh of relief when the quarry closed down after being refused leave to appeal to the then House 

of Lords (now Supreme Court) in 2010. In the past four years it has changed hands but no further environmental 

information was submitted for its review of planning conditions. As a result the permission was suspended and – 

after two years of suspension – the National Park Authority (with the help of new EIA legislation that FPD and CNP 

had a major hand in) served a prohibition order (which means unilateral tearing up of the permission with no 

compensation). But the landowner and mineral rights owner have objected and the order will now have to be 

defended at public inquiry, slated for July. We will be represented and will be running a strong public campaign to 

support the order being upheld. We have already started an appeal for funds to help us cover our costs at inquiry 

and members have responded magnificently so far. 

Active old age: We are celebrating our 90th anniversary this year and are planning a series of gala events, 

including a special luncheon at Brookfield Manor, Hathersage on 13 September, kindly hosted by Sir Hugh and 

Ruby Sykes, well known Sheffield and Peak District philanthropists. In October we will welcome Dame Fiona 

Reynolds, a great friend to our organisation over the years, who will give a special lecture in Sheffield to mark this 

auspicious year. We intend to go into our tenth decade as a strong campaign-based organisation, very much in 

the mould of our founders, Ethel and Gerald Haythornthwaite. For those interested in our history and 

achievements, we still have a few copies left of Protecting the Beautiful Frame by Professor Melvyn Jones (208pp, 



illustr., Hallamshire Press, 2001) which tells the fascinating story of how the Haythornthwaites’ single-

mindedness, dedication and generosity saved countless areas of the Peak from damaging developments. 

Available from susan@friendsofthepeak.org.uk for £7.80 including post and packing. 

 (Back to top) 

 

Pembrokeshire Coast National Park 

 

Friends of Pembrokeshire Coast 

AGM: The Friends of the Park held a very successful AGM in April which saw the culmination of the Friends’ 2013 

Children’s Literary Competition. It attracted 80 entries mainly from local schools but also from further afield 

including Sussex and London. The prize winning entries are on the Friends’ web site. 

 

Wind turbines: An ongoing concern, and much discussed at the AGM, is the plethora of applications for single 

wind turbines and solar farms both within and adjacent to the Park. Their cumulative effect is now becoming very 

real. Helpfully the Authority has now produced Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) to address the issue. The 

Friends have been commenting on individual applications. Many have been refused but there are now numerous 

appeals. It is of concern that many have been allowed despite the impact on the Park. A recent study 

commissioned by the Welsh Government seeks to reassure that wind farms do not have an adverse effect on 

tourism except perhaps on very remote areas but it gives no reassurance on the impact of a rash of individual 

turbines or on when a tipping point is reached that an area is so festooned with turbines that it becomes 

unattractive to visitors. The Friends would welcome information on how these developments are being handled 

and are affecting other Parks. 

 

Pembrokeshire National Park Authority 

Castell Henllys: Family life in the Iron Age will feel closer than ever as the redevelopment of a unique visitor 

attraction in the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park takes shape. Work is in full swing to develop Castell Henllys 

Iron Age Village with the creation of a new visitor centre featuring interactive exhibitions, a shop and a café. The 

popular attraction, run by the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority, is receiving funding for the project 

from Cadw’s Heritage Tourism Project (part funded by the European Regional Development Fund – ERDF) and the 

Visit Wales Digital Tourism Business Framework (funded by the ERDF).The funds have paid for an extension of the 

existing building, new exhibitions including digital interactives and an app bringing augmented reality to a 

National Park site for the first time. ‘Green’ technology is also being introduced, including a biomass boiler. 

Mosaic Cymru: The Mosaic Cymru project is continuing to strengthen links between black and minority ethnic 

(BME) communities and the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park, according to a recent report. At the National 

Park Authority’s February meeting, Members received an update from Pat Gregory, Mosaic Project Officer for the 

Campaign for National Parks, who revealed that increased recruitment and participation had made 2013 a 

successful year. The Mosaic Cymru Project aims to cement long-term sustainable engagement between BME 

communities and National Parks in Wales. The project is led by the Campaign for National Parks (CNP), working in 

partnership with the three Welsh National Park Authorities and the Youth Hostels Association (YHA). Members 

heard that 2013 had seen a surge in recruitment of volunteer Community Champions, resulting in a total of 17 

active Pembrokeshire Coast Champions. 

mailto:susan@friendsofthepeak.org.uk


National campaign: 'Wales is ready for Easter’ was the key message behind a new national campaign launched at 

Cardiff Airport in April. The Welsh coast felt the full force of the early 2014 storms and as a result, Welsh 

Government funding was made available to local authorities in the worst affected areas to prime the tourism 

industry for another busy season. Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority secured a portion of this funding 

to roll-out its award winning retro poster campaign, to encourage tourists to visit the area renowned for its 

golden sands, iconic wildlife and world-class coastline. The Welsh Government funding was made available via 

Pembrokeshire County Council, which is also using the cash-injection to repair infrastructure and promote the 

area’s tourism offer. 
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Snowdonia National Park 
 

Snowdonia Society 

Chief Executive: Snowdonia Society wishes well to the departing Chief Executive of the Authority, Aneurin Phillips, 

and welcomes Emyr Williams as his successor. Emyr has similar experience to that of Aneurin to bring to the 

challenges facing the Park. They include the huge growth there has been in visitor numbers to Snowdon from 

276,000 in 2008 to a record of 449,000 in 2013. This is a valuable and appreciated boost to the local economy but 

brings its challenges when budget cuts threaten frontline services such as wardening and information centres. The 

Society will be helping the Authority meet this challenge by the work it does organising teams of volunteers to 

clear litter from the mountains and to maintain footpaths. 

 

Renewable Energy:  

The Society is generally positive about small scale hydro renewable energy projects but is concerned that at some 

sites scenic beauty and riparian ecology have not been adequately protected and that the various regulatory 

processes are not being combined properly to ensure such concerns are met. 

 

Planning: We are pleased to report that two recent planning decisions were taken to protect the landscape. 

Conwy County Council turned down a proposal for a substantial wind farm near Blaenau Ffestiniog and a single 

turbine proposal outside the Park was dismissed on appeal by the Planning Inspectorate because it would have 

had a substantial negative impact on views of and within the Park.  

 

Snowdonia National Park Authority  

Lôn Gwyrfai Opened: When the railway line between Beddgelert and Rhyd Ddu was 

re-opened in 2009, it became evident that there was a need to provide an alternative 

route for walkers, cyclists and horse riders in order to avoid the narrow winding 

A4085 road.  Following consultation with landowners and securing adequate funding 

from the European Regional Development Fund Communities and Nature strategic 

project, and an official opening in November last year, there is now a 4 ½ miles walk 

leading through a variety of landscapes, including the causeway around Llyn y Gadair, through Beddgelert Forest, 

before descending and reaching the foot of Moel Hebog, and the village of Beddgelert. Today, the path provides a 

great resource for local communities as well as a resource for visitors and is also a resource that will be available 

throughout the year. But one of the main attractions of this route is the fact that it promotes the sustainable use 

of local public transport. By using the Sherpa bus service or Welsh Highland Railway’s train service, it will be 



possible to experience an interesting circular route from Beddgelert or Rhyd Ddu. Combining these elements, and 

by encouraging people to use the path, the aim is also to ensure economic prosperity for Beddgelert and Rhyd 

Ddu and surrounding areas.  

Treasure stored in the Peat Bogs of Snowdonia: Recent storms have highlighted how 

climate change can have a detrimental effect on the lives of the people of Wales, and 

in March, as part of the Climate Change Week, representatives from Wales’ most 

important organisations, together with the naturalist Iolo Williams, met on the 

Denbigh Moors to see how work in the peat bogs of the uplands can in future help 

alleviate floods in the lowlands, while supporting wildlife and provide clean water. 

The Snowdonia and Hiraethog Peat Bog Restoration Project is a joint project between 

Snowdonia National Park Authority, Natural Resources Wales, RSPB Cymru, Welsh 

Water and the National Trust. The £210k scheme is funded primarily by the Welsh Government’s Resilient 

Ecosystem Fund and its aim is to improve our ecosystems (which provide food, water, trees and energy) through 

habitat management. As part of this particular scheme, over 70km of drains will be blocked and brambles will be 

cleared from boggy locations within or on the edge of the National Park boundaries, which include the Berwyn 

Mountains, Denbigh Moors, the Migneint and Cors Arthog near Dolgellau. By the end of the project, it is hoped 

that over 450ha (the equivalent of 600 football pitches) of wetlands will have been restored. 

Safeguarding two homes under one roof: Llam y Lleidr is a traditional, seventeenth century, single storey building 

with cowsheds situated on the outskirts of Harlech and, until about two years ago, was quickly deteriorating. But 

with the help of the owners, Snowdonia National Park Authority, Natural Resources Wales and contribution from 

Magnox Socio-economic Scheme funding, the historic building has been safeguarded, as well as protecting the 

roost of 200 lesser horseshoe bats. Local builders were appointed to carry out construction work and with a 

contribution from Magnox, it was possible to proceed with the project over the winter to ensure that the bats 

were able to return to the building to breed during the summer. Dafydd Roberts, Senior Ecologist at the National 

Park added, "By restoring and protecting the building, we're able to protect and safeguard the bats and because 

of their location, all their seasonal needs are nearby.  It is an exemplar of a partnership working together 

effectively within a community, and at the same time safeguarding the important aspects of our natural and 

cultural heritage for future generations." 

Decision on Cutback Made: Snowdonia National Park Authority is facing a cut of 8.75 % for this financial year and 

a cut of 4.31 % for next year, and therefore has had to find savings of around £ 872,000 over two years. To meet 

these financial challenges, SNPA has had to  change working conditions of staff, not filling some vacancies, 

accepting four applications for voluntary redundancy and compulsory redundancy for three members of staff 

across the Authority. There will also be an increase in parking fees at SNPA car parks and courses at Plas Tan y 

Bwlch. 

New Chapter for Snowdonia: Following the departure of former Chief 

Executive Aneurin Phillips at the end of April, Emyr Williams started his new 

post as the Chief Executive of Snowdonia National Park Authority on may 1st. 

Formerly the Park Authority’s Director of Land Management, 49 year old Emyr 

Williams will provide strategic advice and guidance to the Authority by ensuring 

that its statutory purposes, aims and objectives are achieved effectively and 

efficiently. Looking forward to the challenging times ahead, he said: 

"Despite budget pressures and the various reviews on our work which are being carried out by the Welsh 

Assembly at the moment, we will continue to fulfil our statutory purposes and will continue to work in 

partnership to achieve these. National Parks contribute to the wellbeing of our communities, the economy, 



conservation, culture, heritage, recreational opportunities, the enjoyment and the health of the people of Wales, 

together with alleviating the effects of climate change. They are therefore a positive tool in this regard.   But 

mostly, I hope to make a difference in that the economic, wellbeing and health benefits come from increased 

opportunities to appreciate and enjoy the special qualities of Snowdonia. The Authority will not only protect an 

area which has landscape and wildlife of national and international importance, but it will also safeguard the 

prosperity of our environment, our culture and our heritage to ensure a prosperous future for our communities." 

On his first day as Chief Executive, Emyr stated that he believed that the National Parks in Wales should keep their 

planning role. Recent figures show that NP Authorities in Wales approve 85 % of planning applications that come 

before them, and that they are better than some other local planning authorities in Wales in other areas too. 

Here in Snowdonia, our figures show that over 90% of people were either satisfied or very satisfied with our 

Planning Service. By continuing to be responsible for planning, the National Parks in Wales will continue to make 

decisions based on local expertise, social benefit and environmental impact. The decisions will be correct for the 

economy and correct for the environment. 
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South Downs National Park 
 

South Downs Society 

South Downs National Park Local Plan: The Society has had private meetings with the NPA's lead officer on the 

Local Plan and submitted its first round comments on 'Strategic Options'. To date, the Local Plan seems 

satisfactory but the Society has emphasised the needs for conservation to remain paramount in the face of major 

pressures for development. 

Lewes: As the largest town in the Park, or indeed in any Park, the Society takes a close interest in development 

within the urban area. A public inquiry endorsed the refusal of a scheme for housing and offices in the town that 

the Society had opposed. An application for the construction of a Premier Inn in the centre of the town was 

opposed by the Society, mainly on design grounds. The NPA's refusal of permission for the same reason was 

encouraging for future instances of poor design. Premier Inn has now submitted revised plans which are being 

studied. A legacy from Paul Millmore, a notable champion of the National Park, is planned to be used in Lewes in 

conjunction with the NPA, to meet his request for the undergrounding of overhead power lines within the Parks' 

market towns. 

Petersfield: This is the second largest settlement within the South Downs NP and the Society noted that the NPA 

had refused permission for 230 dwellings in a sensitive part of the town. 

National Planning issues: The Society's Policy Officer has continued close liaison with CNP’s Ruth Bradshaw on 

many issues vital to the National Parks. In particular the Society welcomed the change of mind by the government 

to exempt NPs and AONBs from the relaxation of planning rules for disused agricultural building in the 

countryside. However the exemption may have dire effects on the wider countryside, including areas on the 

boundaries of the wider countryside.  

Drinking Ginger: The Society’s work with the Drinking Ginger project is progressing well, but more emphasis is 

needed in Hampshire and West Sussex to match the progress in East Sussex. At the Society's AGM in May Vanessa 

McClune and a colleague were the guest speakers. The project is working on an 'Independent Guide to the South 

Downs'. 

 



South Downs National Park Authority 

South Downs Centre Opens: The South Downs Centre opened in early May. As well as being a new home for the 

National Park Authority, the South Downs Centre includes a community hub and an exhibition about the National 

Park. The South Downs Centre is based in two Grade II listed buildings that have been restored to the highest 

possible level of sustainability. This has been a complex undertaking as both buildings were in need of significant 

repair and upgrading. We are absolutely delighted that we have been able to reach our ambitious target of a 

BREEAM accreditation of ‘Excellent’ at design stage and our goal that the South Downs Centre should become a 

beacon of sustainability in the National Park. 

Take the Lead Campaign: In April we launched our responsible dog walking campaign, Take the Lead. You can 

watch our short animated film – created using interviews with genuine dog-walkers out enjoying the National 

Park. www.southdowns.gov.uk/takethelead. The campaign aims to encourage responsible dog walking and to 

promote positive attitudes towards responsible dog walkers in the countryside.   

Local Plan and CIL: Local Plan Options Consultation paper and Preliminary Draft Community Infrastructure Levy 

Charging Schedule went out for consultation in March/April. The two documents will be key to determining the 

future of development in the National Park. They mark the first time the SDNPA will set out its own approach to 

planning for the South Downs National Park. 

Planning Nomination: King Edward VII Hospital, the first major development to be approved in the South Downs 

National Park by the National Park Authority, has been shortlisted for a Royal Town and Planning Institute’s 

Award for Planning Excellence 2014, proving that sensitive planning can add value to the area’s protected 

landscapes. 

Dark Night Skies: 2,500 people took part in over 11 stargazing events across the SDNP. The events are part of our 

goal to work towards International Dark Skies status. 

SDNPA Response to Farnborough Airport Proposed Changes: In early May, the SDNPA responded to proposed 

plans to change the flight paths of planes flying in and out of Farnborough Airport. The SDNPA stated that it 

cannot support these proposals as they would have a significant impact on the National Park, ultimately resulting 

in more aircraft flying at lower altitudes over sensitive areas, impacting on National Park purposes and special 

qualities including tranquillity and amenity. SDNPA Chair Margaret Paren expressed disappointment that the Civil 

Aviation Authority had failed to consult the SDNPA directly about these plans which threaten the tranquillity, 

wildlife and recreational value for which the National Park’s landscapes were given special protected status. The 

SDNPA also expressed concerns about the impact of resulting noise and disturbance on wildlife in the National 

Park, particularly in the six areas designated as priority habitat for protected species which would be flown over 

at less than 3,280 feet.  

South Downs Volunteers prepare memorial cross ahead of Battle of Lewes anniversary: Plumpton Cross, the 

memorial dug by monks in the 13th Century to mark the fallen in the Battle of Lewes, has been given a much-

needed tidy by the South Downs Volunteer Ranger Service (VRS) ahead of the 750 anniversary of the battle this 

May. Working over the winter the South Downs VRS led by South Downs National Park ranger Mark Hayward, 

have been clearing scrub in and around the sunken cross to make it more of a feature of the landscape. The work 

also contributes to wider plans to safeguard and enhance endangered chalk downland, led by the South Downs 

National Park Authority. The cross, which measures approximately 30 square meters, lies in an area designated as 

a Site of Special Scientific Interest on grounds rented by Plumpton College from Novington Estates. 

 (Back to top) 

 

http://www.southdowns.gov.uk/takethelead


Yorkshire Dales National Park 
 

Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority 

National Park Authority welcomes Government planning law decision: A Government decision to exclude 

national parks from planning changes that would allow the uncontrolled conversion of barns into houses has been 

welcomed in the Yorkshire Dales National Park. In January it was warned that a relaxation of permitted 

development rights would cause “irreversible harm” to the stunning countryside because the YDNPA – as the 

local planning authority – and local communities would no longer have any say about which buildings could 

sensibly be converted. Following the announcement, he said: “We are delighted that the Government has 

listened to the concerns of England’s national parks and others and has modified its proposals accordingly, 

allowing national parks to retain local planning control. 

National Park sweeps the board in readers’ poll: The Yorkshire Dales have been placed in the top three 

attractions in the county. The Dales themselves come in at number three in a poll in the April edition of the 

Dalesman magazine listing the 75 great icons in Yorkshire – beaten only by York Minster at number two and the 

Yorkshire pudding at number one. And other places and attractions in the National Park come thick and fast in the 

listings. The feature on the poll, carried out to celebrate the magazine’s 75th anniversary, also includes quotes 

from celebrities including Sir Patrick Stewart who said: "Nowhere is more iconic for me than the Three Peaks in 

the Yorkshire Dales National Park. I knew this landscape as a child when, at weekends, I would cycle there from 

my home in the industrial West Riding." Dalesman magazine was first published in April 1939 from the front room 

of founding editor Harry Scott’s home in the Yorkshire Dales. It grew to become the best-selling regional 

magazine in Britain. 

Peregrine chicks: Two Peregrine falcons nesting at Malham Cove are now spending their time hunting for food for 

new chicks. Kate Struthers, the RSPB’s Yorkshire People Engagement Officer, said: “Yet again the Peregrines have 

produced some young, which is fantastic news. “Visitors to the viewpoint over the next few months will be able to 

watch through our telescopes as the birds stretch their wings and learn how to hunt.” As in previous years, 

visitors are being asked to stay away from the nest site and the British Mountaineering Council has once again 

agreed to impose temporary, voluntary rock climbing restrictions around it. The Malham project is run in 

partnership with the YDNPA as part of the RSPB’s Date with Nature programme of events, which makes rare and 

spectacular birds and animals accessible for everyone to see.  
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