
 

 

Janet Horne 
Principal Planning Officer 
Redcar & Cleveland House 
Kirkleatham Street 
Redcar 
TS10 1RT 
 
By email to: Janet.Horne@redcar-cleveland.gov.uk 
 

10 March 2015 
 

Dear Ms Horne 
 
Response from the Campaign for National Parks to application ref: R/2014/0627/FFM  
 
Planning Application for the winning and working of polyhalite by underground 
methods including the construction of a minehead at Dove’s Nest Farm involving 
access, maintenance and ventilation shafts, the landforming of associated spoil, 
construction of buildings, access roads, car parking and helicopter landing site, 
attenuation ponds, landscaping, restoration and aftercare and associated works. In 
addition, the construction of an underground tunnel between Dove’s Nest Farm and 
land at Wilton that links to the mine below, comprising 1 shaft at Dove’s Nest Farm, 3 
intermediate access shaft sites, each with associated landforming of associated 
spoil, construction of buildings, access roads and car parking, landscaping, 
restoration and aftercare, the construction of a tunnel portal at Wilton comprising 
buildings, landforming of spoil and associated works 
 
The Campaign for National Parks is the independent national voice for the 13 National Parks 
in England and Wales. Our mission is to inspire everyone to enjoy and look after National 
Parks – the nation’s green treasures and we have been working for nearly 80 years to 
ensure that our National Parks are beautiful, inspirational places that are relevant, valued 
and protected for all.  
 
We object to this planning application and I attach a copy of the detailed letter of objection 
that we are submitting to the North York Moors National Park Authority. This focuses 
primarily on the parts of the application which affect the National Park. We would also like 
to highlight Redcar and Cleveland Borough Council’s duty to have regard to National Park 
purposes.  
 
Current legislation requires that ‘in exercising or performing any functions in relation to, or 
so as to affect land’ within National Parks, a ‘relevant authority shall have regard to’ their 
statutory purposes. The requirement is in Section 11A(2) of the National Parks and Access 
to the Countryside Act 1949 as amended by Section 62(2) of the Environment Act 1995 and 
is often referred to as the S62 duty. The definition of relevant authority includes any public 
body and the duty applies to all decisions and activities that may affect land within a National 
Park. The duty also applies to activities undertaken outside National Park boundaries which 
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may affect land within them so clearly applies to the determination of this planning 
application. 
 
National Parks are our finest landscapes with the highest level of protection. Their statutory 
purposes are to conserve and enhance wildlife, cultural heritage and natural beauty, and to 
promote opportunities for public enjoyment and understanding of their special qualities. We 
believe that the York Potash proposals are incompatible with National Park purposes and 
the policies set out in the National Planning Policy Framework which state great weight 
should be given to conserving landscape and scenic beauty in National Parks (para 115). 
We therefore object to this planning application. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Ruth Bradshaw 
Policy and Research Manager 
Tel: 020 7981 0896 
Email: ruthb@cnp.org.uk 
 
 
Enc: Response from the Campaign for National Parks to application ref: 
NYM/2014/0676/MEIA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


