The History of National Parks in the UK

People have lived in the areas now designated as National Parks for more than
5,000 years. In the early 19" century the romantic poets such as Byron, Coleridge
and Wordsworth wrote about the inspirational beauty of the "untamed" countryside.
Until then relatively wild, remote areas had been seen as uncivilised and dangerous.
In the early 19" Century Wordsworth famously claimed the Lake District as "a sort of
national property, in which every man has a right and an interest who has an eye to
perceive and a heart to enjoy".

Important Dates for National Parks in the UK:
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Tom Stevenson (SCNP Member) leading Labour MPs on
Pennine Way 1948. Credit: Ramblers’ Association
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Useful Web Links:

Countryside Council for Wales
http://www.ccw.gov.uk/Generalinfo/index.cfm?Action=ResourceMore&Resour
celD=35&Subject=ProtectedSites

Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/issues/landscap/natparks.htm

Countryside Agency
http://www.countryside.gov.uk/LivingLandscapes/finest countryside/index.asp

Welsh Assembly Government
http://www.wales.gov.uk/subicountry/content/national-parks-e.htm

Scottish Natural Heritage
http://www.snh.org.uk/

Scottish Council for National Parks
http://www.scnp.org.uk/

1995 Environment Act
http://www.legislation.nmso.gov.uk/acts/acts1995/Ukpga 19950025 en 1.ht
m

Association for National Park Authorities (ANPA)
http://www.anpa.gov.uk

More information about CNP
www.cnp.org.uk/
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